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Adopted living

Same age. Same grade. Not blood related.

By: Rachel Wilkey @Rachelwilkey

According to the Adoption Network
there are about 135,000 children adopt-
ed every year. Each child is different, and
each child comes from a different home.
These children often come from families
who either can't support a child, or can’t
even support themselves. That's what’s
so important about adoption: it’s taking
a child in an unideal situation, and turn-
ing their entire life around.

Freshman, Chandler Kesler, was ad-
opted as a baby when living in Louisiana.
Kesler was a born to a family who strug-
gled with an extreme addiction. “I was
living in a meth house, and my biological
parents did a lot of drugs,” said Kesler.

He was eventually adopted after being
found in a dumpster, and sent to an
adoption agency. “They really screwed
me over, I'm really glad I was adopted
because now I am so much better off
with my real family,” said Kesler.

Kesler has known he was adopted
from the age of six years old, but he
doesn’t let that change anything. “When
I found out it was shocking, that they're
not my real parents, but they are my real
parents, it was just a lot to think about,”
said Kesler.

Another person who had to deal with
the same adoption was Chandler’s sister,

saving acts that people can do. It is

so important to not only society, but
also the children. “It’s so important for
parents who can’t have kids, and es-
pecially for the kids because if I hadn’t
been adopted I'd probably be dead right
now,” said Chandler.

Adoption is so necessary for the
world we live in today. It’s an expres-
sion of caring and peace like no other.
As Bonnie said, “Everyone needs a
family and a home.”

Bonnie who is the biological daughter
of their parents, and is also five days
younger. The two haven't let the factor
of being adopted ever get in the way
of their own relationship. “It’s always
been really natural he was adopted at
such a young age, so he’s always been
my brother,” said Bonnie.
The two treat each other
just as they would any
other sibling, with love
and a bit of teasing.

One question that is
often asked to someone
who is adopted, is their
interest in their biolog-
ical parents. However
Chandler doesn’t have
any interest in creating
a relationship with his
birth parents. “They’re
horrible people, and
I’'m so much better off
without them, it honestly
sucks to be them because
they missed out on me.”
Chandler has had the
strong realization that
the life he is living, is one
that was given to him as
a true gift.

Adoption is one of the
most influential and life

Chandler and Bonnie Kesler, ‘22, pose with their
younger sister Gracie while on vacation in Florida.

Go to page 2 to read about the
benefits of school pets.

Head to page 12 to read about
long-distance relationships.

Flip to page 7 and read about
the new environmental club.

What’s been
happening
around
Marion?

The girls’ soccer team
wins WaMac for the first
time in 17 years.

Carter Martwig, ‘19,
works in class during his
last few days of school.

The band practices their
music they will be per-
forming at graduation.
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Critters in class

The perks of having pets in class.
By: Jenna Sackett @Jenna_Sackett13

Going to school can seem like an endless cycle
of stress and homework assignments piling up for
some students. Often times, school seems like a
place filled with people who care more about the
fact that you know every equation in algebra, or
other information that students often think is not
important, than about the students themselves.

Of course, there is the other side of this. Teachers
who feel like they try to teach students every single
day and feel like they are fighting a losing battle
with kids who can’t focus or aren’t respectful.

Overall, school is just one huge brick building
of stress. There are many ways to relieve stress.
Exercise, mediation, screaming into a pillow, etc.
Most of these are not okay to do in the middle of
class, but what if there was a solution to help stress,
and help with responsibility, and connections at the

same time?

Well there is! Pets are proven to help reduce
stress and taking care of them is a great way to
learn responsibility. Now, there definitely are
some complications when it comes to having
class pets, kids with allergies is a major one.

If a school is to get a class pet, they can’'t have
one that is going to make kids sneeze or stop
breathing during class. There are plenty of
safe and affordable animals that aren’t allergy
inducing that could help in a classroom.

Goldfish, mice, and other small animals can
help relieve stress just by playing with them,
or watching them swim around. By having a
class pet, the students have something to look
forward to when they get to class, as well as an
opportunity to have responsibility.

Currently, the only class pet at the high
school is the axolotl in Ms. Weeks room, and
until recently, 10 in Mrs. Tursi’s room. When 10
passed, a lot of people were upset about it. They
had grown to love the little gecko and although it
was sad when he passed, it was important to have
connections like this.

The class pet in Ms. Week’s room, an axolotl, stares out
at the class from inside its tank.

A lot of people don’t have the chance to have pets
at home, so having one in class is the perfect idea.
Pets like IO can be relatively inexpensive with lots
of great opportunities for students and stress relief.
There are many positive réasons to get a class pet,
so why not get one today?

Creepers online

By: Dalton Cannon @daltoncannon99

Predators are out there

Here's where to watch out for them
: .

y conducied by

All of us have been told to be wary of strangers.
From the moment we can walk, adults everywhere
warn us against talking to the guy on the corner or
ingrain a fear of white vans into our young minds.
These are real and valid concerns shared by parents
everywhere who fear nothing more than the disap-
pearance of their child. However, parents are also
becoming more aware of a similar issue sweeping
the 21st century: that of Online predators.

According to ypad4change.org, one in seven
children are solicited Online in some form, and
less than ten percent of these solicitations will be
reported to police. We all have been warned of the
dangers of Online predators in our past, but as the
Internet evolves, so do the tactics of these pred-
ators. Chat rooms used to be a hot bed for Online
predators. While chat rooms certainly still exist,
the attention brought to the potential dangers
associated with the websites has caused manv
predators to seek out new ways of communication,

primarily video games.

Many predators have Online video game accounts
disguising themselves as either children or approach-
able adults and utilize these accounts to approach
kids. The popular battle royale game Fortnite, for
instance, has seen an increase in cases of predators
attempting to reach out to kids. Last year, authorities
in New Jersey arrested 24 men attempting to utilize
Fortnite to contact potential victims. The problem is
now exclusive to Epic Games’ battle royale, however.
Other games such as Minecraft, League of Legends,
or Roblox are also high-traffic games for potential
predators and while many Online games are encod-
ed to find predator-esk activity, the systems are not
always fool proof. It is important to remember that
video games are still a media platform on which we
share information. It’s also smart to not accept friend
reguests from strangers. Following these simple steps
should help everyone avoid an unfortunate experi-
ence Online or in person.
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Basing opinion on fact

Trying to mend the wounds lies have created

By: Patrick Bleadorn@patty_b0116

Having an opinion is part of what
makes us unique. We form our own
thoughts, feelings and narratives about
personal and worldwide topics. However,
in recent years, more people are forming
their opinions based on blatant lies rather
than facts from proven experts and trust-
ed sources. :

While there are other examples, right
now there is no bigger culprit to this issue
than politics. It’s no secret that Donald
Trump’s election to presidency has been
a major factor in stirring the political pot
across not only America, but the world.
It’s created a serious and disappoint-
ing divide between people, and it’s also
created a major issue with how people are
forming their opinions.

Nowadays, people from both sides of
the political spectrum in America are
cherry picking their information that
they want to hear so that they feel like
their opinion is vindicated, but that
simply isn’t true. It’s not wrong to have
an opinion, but when
we’re at the point where
we block out whatever
we don’t want to hear,
regardless of everyone
else practically screaming
that we’re ignoring fact,
we have begun to dig our-
selves into a hole which
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it was determined they never worked
together in full. However, this is a rather
extreme, divisive example.

A smaller, more relatable example,
would be rumors roaming around in the
hallways at school. All it takes is one
person to claim that Jenny supposedly
got caught cheating on her boyfriend
with a guy who is actually her cousin she
hasn’t seen in years and then it blows up
into everyone calling her a cheater and
ruining her reputation and confidence.
The thing is though, that’s not the truth
and even sadder yet, people are far too
willing to believe what they’re told to
believe, regardless of how truthful it is.

Either way, we shouldn’t be taking
information from one source, or one side
and claiming it as the only right side that
is truly trustworthy. Especially in this
day and age of misinformation, we have
to listen to both sides of an argument
and form a more educated, respectable
opinion so that we can begin to mend
the wounds created by opinions based on
lies.
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Use a chart like this one provided by AllSides to help
form a well rounded opinion that lacks extreme bias.

High school’s real value

By: Ally Sara @allysara05

Dropping out is a thought that
goes through every high schooler’s
mind at least once a week, most
likely more, but ultimately end up
coming to their senses and realize
that’s a bad decision. A small few
actually follow through with that
idea though. That one decision
will impact their entire life and
the stigma of failure will forever
surround them, that is unless they
defy the odds.

When contemplating whether or
not they wanna drop out there are
a few variables they should consid-
er including: are they going to get
their G.E.D., what are their plans
for the future, and if it really is the
best option.

Dropping out doesn’t necessar-
ily mean a person is going to go
nowhere in life, many people have
done just the opposite. Some of
the biggest names in Silicon Valley
dropped out of school, including,
Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, and Mark
Zuckerberg. Even your neighbor
may have dropped out, just because

they dropped out doesn’t mean they
got nowhere in life.

Sometimes dropping out is the
only decision, many people have
issues that affect their ability to
make it to school. When it gets to
the point where one isn’t at school
mare than they actually are it
makes sense to just get a GED. A
GED works just about as well as a
high school diploma and if a person
gets a college diploma then employ-
ers won’t even look at the fact that
they got a GED.

Every year 1.2 million students
drop out of high school in the U.S.
and according to dropoutpreven-
tion.org, most of those students had
no other option and felt that was
whats best for them. Dropping out
may have not been the best choice
for their future, but sometimes we
can’t always do what’s best for the
future we have to fix/help the now.

Dropping out isn’t always the
best thing to do, but just because
you did doesn’t mean you won’t get
anvwhere. As long as you remain
motivated to succeed everything
will fall into place.

-80 percent of prisoners are high school
dropouts

-The drop out rates are actually
decreasing

-Teenage boys are more likely to
drop out

/~)
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Flawed education

We’re not educated enough to make a deckline

By: Kyle Mehlberger @KMehlberger

The American school system has
extremely noticeable flaws that many
choose to sweep under the rug, hiding
these flaws by merely not teaching
them. Students go through so much
stress socially and mentally during
schooling age, with school contribut-
ing such an unhealthy margin of this
stress.

School is bland and stressful for
some students, leading a decent
handful of students to traverse more
“interesting”, but in many cases
illegal, forms of coping with this
tasteless anxiety. Numbers from the
Princeton Review show that 50% of
students feel stress, with 25% saying
that homework is the main stressor.

Teachers themselves are put in
almost as much stress economically.
According to The Washington Post,
nearly 1 of 5 teachers work a second
job, this is because the government
doesn’t believe education is import-

Out of a convience poll of 50 students, 3.9%

said school didn’t stress them out.

ant enough. Sites like salary.com

show that teachers make $52,099

annually on average, but this
range can go as low as $45,000.
Many teachers are given such little
to teach a swarm of teenagers, who
the teacher knows very well don’t
want to be there in most cases, that
it must be even more stressful to
come up with fun and interesting
lessons for kids. This causes the
kids to not like the class more,
causing kids to blindly stress about
the class, causing an endless cycle
of stress and pain.

When teachers get stressed, they
often turn to technology to allevi-
ate some of that stress. Our 1:1 sys-
tem has been fruitful in new ways
of learning and teaching that have
been opened to teachers. The prob-
lem with this is the dissociation
between the teachers and students
that this causes, as most teachers
rely on the internet to relay almost
all of their information to students.
And with the lack of trans-
parency that comes with the
internet, many students get
lost and confused about what
their teacher said during the
day. While they can talk to the
teacher later, in many cases
it’s too late to talk, leading to
students having to spindle a
web of time management to
understand what is happening
and to be able to finish the
thing that is happening on
time.

The U.S. education system
is flawed, with these prob-
lems trickling down from the
source at the top: the govern-
ment not payving our educators
enough. Paying educators
more can allow for teachers to
be less stress, which can help
alleviate stress from students
as well. All we have todo is
this, but until then, we are
stuck in an anxious spiral,
none of us unable to escape
the swirly of stress.

The summer
slide

By: Rachel Wilkey
@Rachelwilkey

As the school begins to heat up
and the humidity starts to suffocate
us all, many students dream for the
amazingness of summer break. A
time to sit back and relax and not
have to worry about school. Except
constant relaxation, and mindless
thinking is where it can start to
damage students mind’s. Many
know the feeling of when they get
back to school they don't remem-
ber anything from the year before.
Whether it's a specific historical
date, math equation, or meaning to
a word, students forget ten months
of education in about two and a half
months. This is why those first few
weeks, even months, of school will
be filled with basic review. Thisis a
well known epidemic called summer
learning loss, or the summer slide.

The summer slide is very com-
mon, and affects every kind of stu-
dent from Kindergarten to seniors
in college. This problem is very
severe in specifically K-6 schools
because these are the students most
impressionable. While it may seem

like this is an end all threat to educa-
tion, the summer slide can be prevent-
ed by a number of things.

Now not every student likes to
read, but what they can’t deny is how
beneficial it is for the health and the
ability to retain for the brain. Now this
doesn’t mean that during the sum-
mer, a student needs to pull out their
history textbook, but at least a good
chapter book to get the brain awake
and occupied. Helping the brain stay
engaged will ensure that basic skills
that were learned stay locked inside
the temporal lobe. Another solution
to making information stick through
the sticky weather is challenging
the brain. This can be done by doing
puzzles, brain games, and other things
that just need a solution. It all has to
do with making sure the brain stays
alive and focused, and with all that
time from the summer it’s easy to find
things to do. Free time doesn’t have
to be filled with mindless activities.
Instead, it should be filled with things
that can help retain information and
even make yourself a little smarter in
the process. _

The summer slide is a common
problem that affects many people still
involved in any type of education, but
it’s easily solved by using the com-
plex brain. So don’t let the summer
be wasted away, challenge yourself to
challenge your brain.

Want to make sure you retain your information from the school year? Try a
couple of these tips to make sure that info sticks.
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The last high school party

By: Ally Sara @AllySara05

Graduation is near, and with
graduation comes post grad. “This
year’s post grad is going to be bigger
and better than ever,” said Nolan
Freymark, Senior. Freymark was one
of the few students who helped plan
this year’s project grad. Students
weren’t the only one who helped,
the parents of many seniors played
a huge part in the process. The
process of planning for post grad
was started sooner than normal
and that is a major reason behind
why this year is gonna be better.
Freymark said, “Staring sooner than
later helps, the more effort people
put into the process the bigger and
better it will be.”

This year project grad is going to
be held at the Collins’ recreation-
al center. Every once and awhile
this event is held at the rec center,
because the high school just won’t
suffice. “We decided to use the rec
center this year because we’ll need
more space for all of the stuff, said
Freymark” This year’s party is going
to have many activities to occupy

the time of the event (10pm-4am) a
few of the activities include: Bas-
ketball, volleyball, and bags tourna-
ments, an inflatable obstacle course,
board games, a hypnotist and many
other fun things to do. These activ-
ities cost money and it took a lot of
fundraising to get the money.

Starting in around September the
fundraising began, the students and
parents took trips to local business.
Many local companies and business
donated to the project. Another
very big fundraiser was done us-
ing Urban Pie. “People could go in
and buy their food, then a chunk of
the profits were given back to use
towards the event,” said Freymark.
The fundraiser help run this entire
thing and without them there would
be no project grad.

Most people only go to project
graduation once, but Amy Noble,
Senior, has had the opportunity
to go twice to take pictures for the
yearbook. “I've gone to take pictures
the past two years and it seemed
pretty boring, but this year I'm super
excited.” This is a great experience
to make some final memories with
your graduating class.

D Grawe, 2018 graduate, enjoys a blow-up obstacle course at post grad. Se-
niors this year can expect something similar to this and much more.



Playing greener pastures |

Seniors who ran track try something new.

By: Dalton Cannon
@daltoncannon99

The decision to leave a sport can
be challenging. In many cases, it is
as though athletes must tell their
families that they have decided to
move on. It can involve talks, late
nights, and disappointment, but it
normally all works out in the end. It
is especially interesting if players are
leaving on sport for another. In the
case of the reigning state champion
boys track team, departures such as
these hit unexpectedly as a number
of key athletes left the program for
seemingly greener pastures: the
sport of golf.

The track team has seen much
success over the past two seasons,
coming home with back-to-back
state championships in class 3A.
Because of this success, it brought
about a lot of surprises at the be-
ginning of the season when many
athletes on that championship team
decided not to return to the track

and instead decided to pick up their
putters. Senior Mason Rahe is one
such student who made the decision.
“1 wanted to do something for fun
my senior year,” Rahe said. Rahe, a
short distance runner and hurdler,
had been running track for five years
before deciding to make the switch.
Mark Horcher, a four-year varsity
golfer, is one of many golfers excited
by the new arrivals. “Having a few of
the track guys from last year transfer
to this years golf team gives us great
depth,” Horcher said. “We’re all very
competitive and we can help guys
improve their scores,” Rahe said
about his impact on the program.
Rahe was a member of both the
2017 and 2018 state championship
track teams. The departure of ath-
letes such as Rahe brought with it
some early questions as to the team’s
ability to reach the state tournament
again. The track boys have rose
to the challenge however, having
success all throughout the season
and even going on to place first at
the WaMacC track meet
already this season.
Track is no longer the
only sport contending
for a shot at a title.
“We were a solid team
[last vear] but unfor-
tunately didn’t end
up where we wanted,”
Horcher said of last
year’s golf team. “All
my friends are real-
ly good so it is very
frustrating that I can’t
shoot as well as them,
but I have improved a
lot. Luckily our varsity
team is looking to
make a state appear-
ance,” Rahe said. With
two high performing
squads with possible
trophies in the cross-
hairs, it may even
be possible for both
teams to come home

Former track runner, Trevor Paulsen, ‘19, uses his with the gold.

pitching wedge to hit the golf ball.

s
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Cory Fairbanks, ‘21, and Tristen Christiansen, ‘20, canoe on Lake McBride
during a get together for boy scouts.

Summer fun in Iowa

Read about the fun and mostly affordable
things to do in our “boring” state.

By: Lucas Wendt @lucaswendtt

Summer is the time of year that
almost every student looks forward to.
The beginning is usually action packed
with lots of stuff to do with friends or
family, like going on vacation or small
excursions. As July and August roll
around what is there left to

If camp really isn’t your forte,
then you may be more like Michael
Cady, freshman, who has never
been to a summer camp. Cady likes
to stay in town for the most part of
the summer, because that is where
his friends are. “When me and my
friends get bored we like to walk

around and do parkour, not

do? Maybe sit inside inthe  For more summer ~ Seriously though, just for
nice air conditioning binge  hangout spots fun,” he said. ;
watching a new show that  check out page 13. If you are wanting to

just came out, or sit on the

phone and complain about

how there is absolutely nothing to do in
the rural state of lowa.

‘Rural’ could be.a good thing, be-
cause that means more space for camp-
grounds, trails, and other fun outdoor
activities. For example, located in Mari-
on, there is a lovely 2.4 mile trail called
the Boyson Trail, that is mostly shaded
and it takes you by some of Marion’s
finest parks. For more exclusive and or
more entertaining activities, maybe try
one of the 142 summer camps located
in Iowa. Sydney Nielsen, senior, has
been to a couple of summer camps in
her lifetime. “When | was in middle
school I liked horse riding a lot, so my
parents let me go to a few camps,” she
said.

relax lakeside or do oth-

er activities like, paddle
boarding or paddle boating
with a friend, Lake McBride is the
poster child of summer lakes, located
in Solo. With being able to rent all of
those accessories and having a nice
sandy beach, Lake McBride makes
the perfect summer spot.

Whether it be being in the water
or just being outside, the summer
should be made the most of, espe-
cially for the seniors. This is the last
summer that they have with the
people they grew up with, most since
kindergarten. “I want this summer
to be one to remember forever. One
that I can look back on and think,
‘Man that was a good summer,’”
Nielsen said. No matter the class,
summer should be well spent.

Be-leaf in the environment

club has come up with a whole

slew of different fundraisers and

programs, all to sustain and help
our planet. Ideas like a “Bake sale,
obviously,” a spelling bee to help
bees, and a recycling program for
milk cartons, and a movement to use
sporks instead of spoons and forks
have all been discussed, along with
sticker sales and plant sales.

The club meets on Thursdays at
3:10 to 3:30, and meets in Ms. Weeks’
room. “We understand not everyone
can make it with sports and other
things to do,” Odean said, “I also
wanna say a huge thanks to Ms.
Weeks who is leaving this year.”

Our local community is one piece
of a large puzzle, a puzzle that will
one day, hopefully fix or broken
world. Each piece must be there, no
matter how small to give a final solu-
tion, and anyone of us could be the
final piece that clicks it all together.

By: Kyle Mehlberger @kmehlberger

The sheer state of the environ-
ment has been talked about a lot as
of late. Trash liters all corners of the
Earth, and everything in between.
People throw trash on the ground
like it means nothing, when it really
just contributing to the snowball
that will roll our world into extinc-
tion. Groups around the world are
trying to stop this, with here being
no exception. Shaely Odean, ‘21, has
started a club to add another squad-
ron to the fight against our planet’s
soon demise, in the form of the Envi-
ronmental Club.

Odean participates in Band and
Volleyball, but has taken it upon
herself as of late to help out the envi-
ronment in the form of the Environ-
mental Club. She had to write out a
proposal with the help of Ms. Weeks,
who acts as a supervisor for the club,
and send it to Semler to get the club
approved and official. “It wasn’t
difficult,” She said, “ It was more
stressful because you want everyone
to care about it as much as you.”

Environmental Club has very few
members right now, and with that,
all of the members care just as much
as Odean. “The reason I wanted to
start this club is because I'm passion-
ate about the environment,” Odean
said, “I’ve taken opinions on what
others want and my vision for the
club.” Connor Murphy, ‘21, also helps
run the club.

“I'm supposedly Shaely’s assis-
tant, I help plan ideas in general and
that stuff,” He said. Murphy is a large
help, and believes in this large cause.
“I would recommend promoting the
Environmental Club to make sure
our plant doesn’t last till
2050,” He said.

The club is partially A4
intertwined with Garden- skl "

ing Club in some ways, s
Moaiza s ﬁﬁ'wﬁe?h

Shaely Odean and April Lawyer, both
‘21, discuss how the environmental
club will function.

due to them having very +
similar agendas. “They | i e
i = ALY FIATR CARE BY MONKCA WAGNE
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picking up trash, planting (319) 350-5679
trees,” Odean said.
Along with that, the Dare T — -
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A goodbye to our educators

Kiley Chihak

Future Plans:

1 am going to be teaching Special Edu-
cation in the Cedar Rapids Community
School District, where my daughter
will be attending.

What will you miss the most?
The students and how inclusive they
all are.

Favorite Memory:

When everyone joined in Alec in
singing “I like to Move It” during a Pep
Assembly!

Chris Dyer

Future Plans:

Watching MISD continue to grow as
environment where “All Learners
believe in their power to excel and own
their future!”

What will you miss the most?

The outstanding students and the
family atmosphere they share!
Favorite Memory:

Reading to the Kindergarten students
(is just slightly ahead of watching the
archery club participants enioy this
season).

Terri Keeney

Future Plans:

I will be teaching math at Monticello
high school next year. I will be teach-
ing all of the Geometry classes as
well as any other sections of Algebra
needed.

What will you miss the most?

I will miss them dearly. However, |
will miss the cross country program,
runners, and parents the most.
Favorite Memory:

As a coach it would be all of our suc-
cess within the cross country program
- both JV and varsity!

Sarah Doyle

Future Plans:

I'll be working to shape the future in
my own home with my own littles. By
the start of next school year I'll have
a4 1/2 year-old son, a 2 1/2 year-old
daughter, and a newborn baby son.
What will you miss the most?

I’ll miss dominating the staff Fantasy
Football League! Doylinator rules!
Favorite Memory:

I will never forget Mrs. Gerdemann
walking through the “Narnia closet”
connecting our classrooms and watch-
ing my students’ faces in complete
shock as if she’d been hanging out in
there the whole time!

Sarah Eicher

Future Plans:

I’ll be working from home as a health
and wellness coach which will also
allow me to spend more time with my
girls who are 8 and 4.

What will you miss the most?

I will sincerely miss the staff and stu-
dents (special shout out to my English
peeps and Journo kids!!). Marion really
has been a great place to be!

Favorite Memory:

For sure winning the state volleyball
tournament in 2008. I was the assis-
tant coach to Mrs. Paulson and we

had so much fun that entire season!
The moment we scored the tourna-
ment-winning point was indescribable.

Ben Peiffer

Future Plans:

I will be working on R&D at Collins
Aerospace.

What will you miss the most?

I will miss the students and my fellow
math teachers.

Favorite Memory:

My favorite memory is our cross
country team finishing 3rd at the state
meet last fall.
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AL ;

Amanda Weeks

Future Plans:

Program Developer for the Continuing
Education Department at Kirkwood
What will you miss the most?

I will miss my students and my co-
workers. I've developed some really
good friendships over the years.
Favorite Memory:

Having a fish thrown at me to get my
attention, students swimming around
in the creek with their mud boots on
because it was so hot, taking bets on
who is going fall first in the creek, see-
ing their faces when students caught
small mammals and handled them for
the first time, the list goes on...

WHAT AVENGER'S MOVIE IS YOUR
~ FAVORITE?

g ol Uron
e

We’re in the endme now

*Spoiler Warning™
By: Kyle Mehlberger @KMehlberger

All the vears of Marvel movies have
led up to this. 22 films spanning over a
decade have a cataclysmically combined
into one movie, the endgame, Avengers:
Endgame. These films have built up like
a television show, where all episodes are
high production blockbusters, each add-
ing more to the story. This season has
ended, with more still yvet to come, and
boy, was Avengers: Endgame an ending
to something so gripping that many have
enjoved for so long.

As there is 22 movies, explaining them
all in full would need another newspa-
per. So to summarize: Purple Man wants
magic rocks. Avengers: Endgame starts
off where the previous film, Avengers:
Infinity War left off. [n Infinity War,
Purple Man (who is named Thanos) gets
all of the magic rocks, and uses them to
wipe out half of all life in the universe
with a snap, including a large portion of
the supporting cast of superheroes. Now,
what superheroes remain need to find a
way to bring everyone back. They try to
get the magic rocks (The Infinity Stones)
back from Thanos, but learn that he has
destroyed them all, and have no way to
return their dusty friends.

After the superhero Ant-Man, a guy
who can be really big or really small,
pops up out of nowhere 5 years after The
Snap , he shows the remaining Avengers
that his rinky-dink-shrinky-dink suit can
possibly be the key to time travel. After
a quick failure, they almost immediately
crack time travel, and go back in time to
gather the Infinity Stones from differ-
ent points in time. Hilarity, action, and
SOITOW Ensues.

Avengers: Endgame has “snapped”
its way up the list of highest grossing

movies, only being beat by Gone with the
Wind (1939) if inflation is accounted for.
It is gquite possibly the most hyped of the
decade, and delivers fully on the hype,
that is if you're looking for an action
packed end to a 22 movie long story.
There are some flaws that have been
pointed out, but most “time travel” sto-
ries have flaws due to the massive head-
ache time travel is. But many things, like
the fact that one of the Infinity Stones is
a Time Stone, are other things that irked
people. However, many people looked
past these flaws and merely enjoved the
story they were given, which to many is
enough.

Avengers: Endgame is a film like no
other, being the climax of 22 films. While
this column will not spoil the very end-
ing, it is a sure tear jerker for those who
have grown up watching these films for
so long. Endgame is the climax so many
have been waiting for, and it isn’t even
the end, as many more films are planned
afterwards. Endgame is a true example
of how people can love a beautiful series
of films, and how people can love a film
times 3000.
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College Prep

Post-secondary safety.
By: Amy Noble @amy_noble 12

Look both ways before crossing the street, never
talk to strangers, and use the buddy system are
safety precautions that are instilled into the minds
of almost all young people. Safety in public places
is something that students are taught all through-
out school, but one side of safety that is not ad-
dressed specifically is safety on college campuses.
Ryan Hall, junior, is graduating from high school a
year early and headed to the University of lowa.

The college experience is something that every-
one wants to experience and part of that is explor-
ing the campus, having to walk everywhere and
independence, but there are some safety fears that
come with this. “Guys don’t have to worry about
not being with someone. If they go somewhere
alone, they're fine. Girls have to worry about it.
I'm not saying they’re helpless, they are just more
targeted,” said Hall. There is a stigma that girls are
targeted more than guys, but it’s important for all
people to take safety precautions.

™ Chicken

Chicken Patty
2.7%

Cheese Bread

)
-
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Colleges have been trying
to take steps to advance their
campus safety. One thing that
many schools are considering
and some are even trying out is
tracking their students through
their campus identification
cards. “It would be very expen-
sive but for certain colleges, it
might work. It depends on the
location of the campus,” said
Hall. In bigger and higher crime
areas, something like this might
work, but for a small school, the
cost might outweigh the good
possibilities.

“Having friends on Find my
Friends is a smart idea. That
way you are giving the right to
someone instead of being forced”
explained Hall. Find my Friends
and other friend tracking devices are becoming
more and more popular and might be something
college students should try.

Mrs. Ann Grant has advice for anyone that is go-
ing to college or for anyone in general. “Just always
watch your back, especially at night. Just get stuff
done during the day and never walk alone.

Chicken Nuggets
13.7%

Pan Pizza |

French Toast
8 3%
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ARE GOING!

There is strength in numbers, the bigger the
group the better,” explained Grant. Both Hall and
Grant see that people are more at risk when alone,
especially at night.
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Changing plans

The aftermath of the harsh win-
ter is effecting summer vacation.

By: Jenna Sackett @Jenna_Sackett13

All across the state of lowa, and most
the midwest, kids were waking up in joy
as they found out they got the day off
school due to weather. But after about
a month or more of not having a full
school week, it got to be annoying. Part
of what made it not so fun was the fact
that these snow days had to be made
up. It wasn’t just adding an extra day or
two, it was adding 15 minutes to each
school day, getting rid of a lot of early
outs and no school days, and of course
cutting deeper into summer vacation to
get the final hours made up.

Although, the school tried to fix the
problems that the harsh snow made,
it didn’t work out for everyone. Megan
Minks, freshman, enjoyed the snow
days in the moment, but isn’t looking
forward to the repercussions that
she’ll face because of them. “They
were nice as a little break but
now it’s kind of sad we don’t get
to enjoy as much summer,” said
Minks.

Besides just missing out on a
few summer days Minks has also
run into some scheduling issues.
“They affect dance dress rehears-
als and family vacations,” said
Minks. Minks has been dancing
for a long time at The Pointe
School of Dance, and recital was
planned to be the week after
school got out way back before
this school year even started.
Dress rehearsals were planned
to be throughout the day June
3rd through 6th, which doesn’t
work now with the new extended
school year.

Although the new schedule
doesn’t work with Minks she’s
not too upset with how the school
board corrected the problems.
“They’re doing the best they
can,” said Minks.

Bryce Soenksen, sophomore,
was also impacted negatively by
the snow days. Soenksen en-

Hang our with fremds
27T

joyed sleeping in on
the days off, but is
disappointed with
how the make up
days are impacting
his summer. “Cer-
tain days we have to
be at school I could
be spending in my
hometown,” said

Soenksen. Soenksen is excited to

go back to Clinton this summer,
but with the extra days he has to
postpone his trip a bit.

There were definitely some snow
days were necessary, but Soenksen
doesn’t agree with all of them."The
only reason some days were can-
celled was the cold, and I feel like
we could have come to school,” said
Soenksen.

These two can both agree that
the snow days were an enjoyable
break, but caused more trouble
than they were worth in the long
run. The snowdays messed up
something up for everyone, but at
least it’s over now. The only thing
Minks and Soenksen can do is hope
that there aren’t as many snow
days next year.

Out of a convience poll of 50 student
it was established that most students
spent their snow days sleeping in.

1:1 with Chromebooks

By: Kyle Mehlberger
@KMelberger

slow WiFi and blocked websites,
but overall it’s been a pretty posi-
tive expeirce for most.

It's definitly been a change
though. Remembering to charge
them and bring them to school
everyday was difficult for some
students.

Being able to have Chrome-
books available for each student
is a great acheivement, but it
doesn’t come without some neg-
atives. This year the school has
been adjusting to the new style of
learning.

There were some set backs, like

"After this year, how do you feel
about the ChromeBooks?"

"Block leés stuff, but “| think they're great

pretty good,” for personal and
-Seth Olsen, school use,"
i | o -Macy Macinnis, '22

"l like 'em, but

= "They die too way
LanSchool sucks, ~ quickly,"
unblock Tetris,” - -Trenton King, '20

-Caden Merrifield, ‘22
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Long distance

relationships

All relationships can be
are hard, but these may
take the cake.

By: Lucas Wendt @lucaswendtt

Distance is defined as the space be-
tween two objects. And for two couples
distance is all they have. In a typical
teenage relationship, the two teens
could spend countless hours together,
from walking the halls in school, going
on dates, driving around listening to
music etc. Sadly, that is not the case for
Bethany Foster, junior. Foster has been
dating Joey Pearson, MHS graduate, for
a little over two years now. They met in
her Intro to Engineering class when she
was a freshman, and he was a junior.
After a couple of months they started
dating, and the rest is history. Going
into the relationship she knew there

were going to be some repercussions
due to his career choice after school.
Pearson wanted to enlist in the Army,
and so he did, and so he left. “After he
left I cried for a couple of days of course,
but we started writing letters to each
other, [only way of communication], and
as time went on it just got better,” she
said. When Pearson does come home,
he and Foster like to go on a lot of ice
cream dates, and they like to make the
occasional trip to Collins Road Theater,
where he used to work. Foster is thank-
ing her lucky stars that she had the
support from family and friends. “My
family thought that we were both ma-
ture enough for it, and my friends just
let me talk about it whenever | wanted
and those things really helped me in the
beginning,” she said. Currently, Pearson
is stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii, 4,050
miles away as the crow flies.

One student, Gracie Cook, soph-

omore, is fortunate enough that her
boyfriend lives in state. Currently he
resides in Ankeny, which is 106 miles
away. Nearly not as far as Foster’s rela-
tionship, but they still have the same
difficulties. “The fact that you can’t
see them is what is most challenging.
It’s just way easier in person,” she said.
Having the advantage of living in the
same state, Cook does get to see him
every or every other weekend. With the
technological advances we have made,
it has made it one million times easier
to communicate with one another, like
through video chat, text, and call.

At the beginning of a long distance
relationship, it will be very tough and
lonely. As time passes, and one is still
committed to the relationship, it gets
easier not seeing them on the regular.
There are two factors that Foster thinks
are important in maintaining a long
distance relationship, “Do not give
up on it because they are gone, don’t
assume you're going to break up, and if
you have loyalty and confidence it won’t
make it as difficult,” Foster said. These
relationships prove that love really has
no distance.

Bethany Foster, ‘20, smiles
for a photo with boyfriend
Joey Pearson. Pearson is
currently stationed in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii.

The best places to get

senior pictures taken:

1. Squaw Creek Park

2. NewBo Area

3. Palisades-Kepler State Park
4.Marion Art Alley

5. Lake McBride Spillway

6. Cedar Rapids Public Library

7. Merrill Gardens

By: Jenna Sackett @Jenna_Sackettl3

BuY your Ye,arboo\#l

The sales deadline has been extended!
You have until THIS Friday, May 24th to order!

order @ Jo-a‘i‘e,mYe.arbooLe.c.-om

Scan to be linked to her page!
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The most selfless act

By: Amy Noble @amy_noblel2

Sports related injuries are some-
thing many athletes have to deal
with. According to Stanford Chil-
dren’s Health, more than 3.5 million
sports injuries occur every year.
Carter Scott, sophomore is one of the
3.5 million that was injured this year.

Scott is involved in football, wres-
tling, and track. During his football
season this year, he got hit wrong
during a game. He was taken to the
hospital and doctors determined he
had a broken neck. He made a mirac-
ulous come back and was cleared to
wrestle this year. Wrestling season
didn’t go as planned though.

At one of the meets this year,
Scott suffered another sports injury.
“We were warming up and my leg
was locked out and there were two
other teammates warming up next
to us. They rolled into my knee and
there was a loud pop. My leg looked
like a V and when I fell it popped
again and it was straight,” explained
Scott. Scott was taken back to the
hospital again just to find out that
both his MCL and MPFL were torn.

= o

Carter Scott, ‘21, lays in a hospital bed
awaiting the doctors and test results.

Scott needed surgery to repair
his knee. His initial surgery was
scheduled for December 23 and
have a 6 month recovery time, but
that did not go as planned. Angie
Seastrom, his mother could tell
that there was something wrong.
“His incision was still open after
four months,” said Seastrom. One
could say that is just a mother’s
intuition.

After returning to the doctors,
Scott found out he needed yet
another surgery. “The surgery
was March 15. The cleaned out the
bottom incision. It was supposed
to be a three to four month recov-
ery,” said Scott.

One may think that after two
surgeries that everything would
be fine and healing properly.

This was not the case for Scott. A
little over a month after the first
surgery, Scott was back at the
hospital for another surgery. This
would be a very worrisome time
for anyone, Scott included. “I was
just wondering if they will find out
what’s wrong,” said Scott.

The surgical area had been
infected and gotten down to the
bone. Having an infection in a
bone can lead to very serious
issues. “My biggest fear was
having MRSA and losing my leg
or life,” said Scott.

Seeing anyone go through
something like this would be
very difficult, especially your
child. The hardest part for
Scott’s mother was “Seeing
him in pain and not able to play
sports,” said Seastrom, “I had to
keep believing that we will be
okay.”

Scott was able to stay mo-
tivated and positive through
all the this due to the support
he got from loved ones. “My
friends and family just kept me
distracted from it,” said Scott.
Scott was a trooper through
all of this and is finally, fin-
gers crossed, on the road to
recovery. He should be back in
full health by the next football
season.
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Patty B is out

By: Patrick Bleadorn
@patty_b0116

We’re approaching the end, it’s
almost time to say goodbye to the
teachers that taught us just about
everything we know. It’s almost time
to say goodbye to a lot of classmates
we called friends as their paths start
to drift away from our own.

It’s somewhat difficult to reflect
on senior year. On one hand, it’s
exciting to move on, to get out of
high school and try something new,
but on the other hand it means that
we’ll see those people we were kind
of friends with, you know, the ones
we never ignored but didn’t try to be
best friends with less and less until
they’re not even a thought in our
minds.

Not only is it hard to think about
that, it’s even harder to think about
all the teachers that watched us
grow up and helped shape us into
the people we are now, even if they
only helped minimally. They taught
us about how imaginary numbers are
a thing, how to write in a form that
we only use for signatures, and how
you should avoid downtown Chicago
at night otherwise a crackhead will

chase you down as you try to go back
to your hotel. They taught us about
the stupid things we swear we’ll nev-
er use, but they also taught us some
of the greatest lessons of our lives:
responsibility, work ethic and so on.
They taught us some of the most
random things we’ll pray we never
remember, and some of the funniest
things we’ll always carry with us in
the back of our minds.

Everyone says you need to have
the high school experience. They
tell you to go to all the events, don’t
skip out on anything. There is some
truth to that, you should try to go to
just about everything: prom, home-
coming, football games, basketball
games, and everything in between.
However, high school isn’t all about
the places you go and the experienc-
es you have. High school is about the
people you experience it with.

At the end, when we take that
final walk across the stage to re-
ceive our shiny diploma that says we
survived, we’ll remember the people
and memories we made with them
that made high school worthwhile,
and those memories have more than
earned their place in memory.

Amy says goodbye

By: Amy Noble @amy_noblel2

“What a long, strange trip it’s been”
has been the class motto of many
senior classes and used as a graduation
cap decoration all over the country.
And this statement could not be more
true. High school is nothing more than
just a four year long crazy rollercoast-
er ride of experiences. As incoming
freshman, many kids in our class had
the mindset that high school was
going to be like it was in the TV shows
and movies we watched growing up.
Like “High School Musical.” Those
shows are nothing like the real high
school experience. High school was
full of ups, downs, lefts, rights, and
loop-dee-loops. But, it’s been real.

I might not necessarily miss Marion
itself. I won’t miss sitting in class
sweating my buns off because we have
not been blessed with the luxury of air
conditioning. I won’'t miss pulling into
the parking lot at 8:20 every day, give
or take 15 minutes, just to find that
there is not a single parking spat open
due to the fact that there are about 15
cars parked straddling a line. I won’t
miss nearly wiping out in the middle
of the hallways on a rainy day due to
the fact the ceiling has sprung a new

leak. What I will miss are the people
that walk the halls with me and all the
lessons that I've learned.

I’ll miss all the teachers that went
the extra mile to make education fun.
Like Mr. Mitchells authentic learning.
Or watching “Cops” almost daily in
Freuhlings class for a more realistic
look into what being a police officer
is like. Or a teacher that will remain
unnamed that would let me go to the
“bathroom” with my keys and wallet
and not be surprised when I came
back half an hour later with Starbucks
and breakfast. Or Mrs. Johnson giving
out candy and a motivational play on
words before the AP Calc Semester fi-
nal. Teacher’s like all of the ones in the
district are what have helped shape
me into in the person I am today. I will
forever be grateful for everything all
of my teachers have done for me.

The thing that I will miss the most
is my Journalism class, well family.
We are exactly like a family. We argue
and get sassy with each other, but we
always get over it and manage to pro-
duce great content. All of our food day
friday trips and countless class periods
of just spilling all the tea we have. My
journo family is something that I will
greatly miss about Marion.
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What are they gonna do?

By: Rachel Wilkey @Rachelwilkey

My time of being a Marion stu-
dent has been such a rollercoaster.
It’s been a ride of ups and downs.
However, I couldn’t have asked for
anything more. While I'm not a full
born lowa citizen, I have always
known that Marion has been a home
for me. That’s exactly what Marion
is. A home. I have lived in Washing-
ton, Nebraska, and the Chicago area
of Tllinois. Even with all of these
places to remember, this city and
school has been where I have truly
discovered who I am supposed to be.

Marion has been a place for me
to express who I am. Even if it’s not
completely perfect this school has
been a welcoming world. From the
frigid temperature of the science
wing, the faint breeze of any rooms
on the north side, or the frustration
of finding a parking lot, the new
batch of complaints for underclass-
men, this school has created such a
network of community that it makes
it a real home.

1 have spent every year watching
a new group of people come into this
home, just | have watched people

move on to their next chapter.

It’s an ongoing cycle, but I never
actually thought it’d ever catch up
to me. It’s been surreal to think that
everything [ have learned and got-
ten accustomed to will eventually
be over. No more 5 minute drives to
school, no more after school speech
practices, no more show choir re-
hearsals on Monday night, no more
hearing the booming voices of the
social studies department, no more
days of laughing in journalism, no
more Marion. It’s a chapter of my
life that will be hard to live without,
but like every good book, the chap-
ter has to end. It’s surely something
I will never forget. All the laughs,
the frustrations, and all of the beau-
tiful memories.

1 am forever thankful for the ex-
periences that I have had from this
small, crazy school. I'm thankful for
the snow days, I am thankful for hu-
mid building, I am thankful for the
people I have met and said goodbye
to. I am thankful for Marion letting
me be who I am. I am thankful for
my last curtain call. I am thankful
for this home.

Not let me graduate?

By: Dalton Cannon @daltoncannon99 my time here. Class president,

That’s a wrap. Four years of friends,
laughs, Friday night lights, and moun-
tains of homework are all coming to
an end. As [ walk through to halls
of this school for what I know is the
last time, I can’t help but think of all
of the memories I have made within
these walls. Appearing-as an insig-
nificant character in my first musical
all the way up to the lead. Stepping
onto the field at Thomas Park for my
first varsity game to hugging life long
friends on senior night. Spending
countless hours laughing with teach-
ers and friends in class. These are
feelings I will likely never experience
again, or at least not in the same way.

Next year is going to be full of new
experiences, but my time at Marion
will always define me. I've been an In-
dian for nearly my whole life. I started
football in 1st grade as an Indian,
attended home games before I could
walk, and have lived in town since
I was four. I've grown up here. I've
made lifelong friendships here. I've
seen the good and bad of Marion and
done everything I can to help improve
our school and community.

Involvement has always defined

football captain, National Honor

Society member, choir member,
actor, and journalist. I have friends
from all walks of life and from every
corner of the school. Being an active
part of Marion has strengthened my
love for the district and the school,
and has allowed me to push myself as
a student and as a person.

I’ll never forget the things I learned
here. How to properly create chemi-
cal clocks, the quadratic formula, T.J.
Eckleburg’s neverending gaze, and
the unfortunate fate of Anne-kicked-
in-the-can-Hutchinson. The many
lessons taught to me both inside the
classroom and out will stick with me
wherever I go in life.

If you’re reading this, I'm very like-
ly already out of those doors for the
last time. To my teachers, thank you
for all of the time you have invested
in me and my success in life. To my
friends, hopefully we’ll see each other
in the future, even if it’s just occasion-
ally. And to everyone else, I just hope
Marion has treated you as well as it
has me. Hard work pays off in the end
whether you see it or not, and that is
no different within these walls.
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Braeden Svoboda (Uni. of Memphis) @ TECHNISCHE L]

UNIVERSIT,
DRESDEN




	Vox 2018-2019, 2019-5-22 (No. 4)
	20250728031935-0001A
	20250728032025-0001A
	20250728032125-0001A
	20250728032210-0001A
	20250728032302-0001A
	20250728032458-0001A
	20250728032608-0001A
	20250728032655-0001A
	20250728032759-0001A
	20250728032954-0001A
	20250728033043-0001A
	20250728033150-0001A
	20250728033236-0001A
	20250728033339-0001A
	20250728033428-0001A

	20250728034301-0001A

