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Take back our school

All grades are struggling to act their age.

By: Lucas Wendt @Lucaswendtt

It has become apparent over the past
few years that there’s a problem with the
maturity level of the students who roam
these very halls. Everybody is quick to
throw the underclassmen under the bus,
but there seems to be problems with all
grades.

Bryan Crow, senior, agrees. “Behav-
iorally students have been more self
centered due to the shift in the social
atmosphere due to social media,” he said.

Being an underclassmen can be hard
for most students. There’s a pressure to fit
in and some think they need to somehow
prove themselves to others. However,
outbursts and rude behavior to gain at-
tention is seen as obnoxious to others.

On the flip side, the upperclassmen are
so close to being done with school that
it brings a sense of new-found freedom.
Senioritis is in full-force for those who
just want to be done already, which may
cause those students to not really care for
anything and feel like they should be able
to do things on their own terms.

Senior, Morgan Kunkle is irritated with
the ongoing problems regarding recent
misbhehavior around the school.

“Some [students] can be loud, rude,
obnoxious and just not really caring for
those around them,” she said.

Before grabbing your
pitchforks and torches
and placing blame, we
all need to have some
perspective.

Mr. Greg Semler, prin-
cipal, without a doubt,
loves what he does and he
has seen the problem with
how teachers are dealing
with the behavior.

“We have seen a slight
uptick in frustration
among the teachers, but it
is incredibly manageable
and in the past couple of
weeks we have seen more improvements,”
Semler said.

On average Semler sees around 50
students a week.

“I miss the part of students who actu-
ally want to be students. But I do like see-
ing the ‘bad students’ because [ see it as
a new challenge as in trying to help them
become better students,” Semler said.

The emotional intelligence of some
of the students seems to cause most of
the problems. As a school, we may need
stricter consequences, but after a while
the kids who are always in trouble and
face these consequences often don’t seem
phased; it’s just another restitution or
suspension to them, no big deal.

Cameron Greeno, ‘20, and Stacy Sloan, "21 work on
their schoolwork in the cafeteria.

Getting to know each other better and
socializing with other grades could be a
good start. Grace Hinrichs, sophomore,
feels strongly about this solution.

“It’s important to interact with people,
you can learn something different from
everyone both good and bad interactions
can teach you important lessons. A lot of
people think they can’t change, a person
has to want to change themselves,” she
said.

Instead of putting the blame on
specific students, try putting yourself
in someones elses shoes. We should be
unfied as one student body, not just indi-
vidual grades.

Head to page two to see why say-
ing “Merry Christmas” is okay.

Go to page six to see the bowling
team’s aspirations for the year.
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Flip to page 16 to see Hope Fa-
ley’s review on Mary Poppins.

What’s been
happening
around Mari-
on?

The band enjoys a break
before the holidy while
Mr.Vander Wiel is gone

The book club is reading
“The Leaving” by Tara
Altebrando

Cheerleaders help put
signs on lockers for stu-
dent’s birthdays.
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Happy December 25th

Can’t we chill out in this winter weather?

Kyle Mehlberger @KMehlberger

How many of us celebrate Christ-
mas? Out of a convenience poll,
only 1.7% of the students polled
said they don’t celebrate.

Now, our country may be in a
political firestorm of incoherent
screaming that does nothing but
make noise so loud we can’t solve
any issue that may come our way,
because our ears are too busy
bleeding to actually hear anything
somewhat sensible. People choose
to get mad over the smallest little
details, the littlest fracture of what
could be considered oppressing to
some people who post angry social
media about random things for a
couple of likes. One of these things
this holiday season is bound to be
the spouting of a simple phrase:
“Merry Christmas”.

To some this phrase can cause
an annoyance during the days of
December. However, why don’t we
just chill out during the holiday
season? We can’t go for one of the
only months where almost all peo-

ple have at least something to
do without getting mad about
random things that are only an
ice cube in a titanic iceberg of
intolerance? Only that this isn’t
really intolerance, as they are
merely taking a wish of good
faith and warping it into some-
thing vile.

Many schools don’t allow
any form of Christmas decor
in class or on school grounds,
as it may be considered offen-
sive. People being offended by
a couple of lights and a Santa
Claus window sticker, need to
get their priorities straight. We
as a country have bigger fish to
fry than this sardine of a prob-
lem which is literally decorating
a room for a holiday. If someone
wants to decorate for any holiday
at all during this time, they should
be able to do it.

Why should the world contin-
ue to act like a bunch of grumpy,
angry people who hate each other
during this time of joy and fun for
most? Whether they celebrate any
holiday or not, people will find
some fun during this season. So
instead of getting mad at someone
when they say “Merry Christmas,”
instead we should appreciate the
idea of the phrase, and have a
happy December 25th, whatever
they might be doing on that day.
If it’s tearing into a gift or pre-
paring for tomorrow’s Kwanzaa or
whatever else they might be doing
at that time, do it happily, and do
it merrily.

Figuring out how to learn

By: Patrick Bleadorn @patty_b0116

Recently it seems that more people are
struggling in school. There are countless
tweets about people finding themselves
in sticky situations where their homework
is getting in the way of their plans to go
to a party on Saturday night. Although
it seems that the problem is the infinite
amount of homework, people just don't
know how learn correctly. Believe it or not,
there is a right way to learn.

First off, learning is paying attention.
Too many students are so focused on their
Twitter feed and answering questions on
their Instagram story that they never pay
zttention in class, then they wonder why
they’re failing the class. This is a serious
problem with a simple fix. Pay attention.
Put the phone down for the duration of
the class, really listen to what the teacher
has to say, and do the work that’s given in
class. Do all that, and you can start walk-
ing the path to really learning.

Another massive pointer
is to do the homework, no
matter how hard it may get.
Homework isn’t always easy,
but you should not give in to
the pain and suffering that
homework causes way too
often. Just because a problem

on the worksheet looks like $ g

an insurmountable task does
not mean you should just not
attempt it. Try to complete
the homework. Even if you
doesn’t finish the homework,
you can learn your biggest
lessons by attempting the
problem and learning from
their failures. It’s said that
failure is the greatest teach-
er, and that stands true. By

S
making an attempt and pos- |

sibly making failures along the way, you
can learn how to do whatever they failed
at better the next time they take on that
problem.

At the end of it all, it’s important to
remember that to be able to be success-
ful in school, you have to know how to
learn properly. You have to put down the
phone for even just five minutes so you
can actually figure out how to do that one
algebra problem instead of just guessing
and throwing your hands up when you
get stuck. Don’t forget that even trying
the problem is a good start. Success is a
reminder that one is doing well and learn-
ing. Failure can teach you that you have
progress left, but it also lets you know
that you can go and get help from some-
one who knows how to solve the problem,
thereby giving yourself an opportunity to
not make the mistake you made previous-
ly. With these tips, put down the phone for
the love of whatever you love most, stick a
foot in the ground, and go really learn.

‘Tips on how to learn properly

Take advantage of the materials provided for you!

It's given to you for a reason and that's to use it!
Read the material and do the practice problems it
gives you!

/Talk to your teacher! It's their job to help you learn!

Ask them guestions, they will be more than happy
to answer them!

Most impaortantly, pay attention! Seeing how
the teacher does it will help you when you

have to do it yourself!
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What’s your New Years
resolution?

“Eat less
sugar.”

- Taylor
Johnson, ‘19

“Not letting
people put
me down.”

- Colton
Engel, ‘20

“Meet new
people.”

- Hannah
Cochran, ‘22

A fresh start for 2019

Look ahead, and don’t
forget what’s behind.

By: Teagan Miskimen @teagmisky

Why is it that people say “new
year, new me?” It is repeated each
vear because of shame. We can’t just
wipe our pages, and start a new book.
1 think most people want to forget
about their past and pretend it never
happened, but then what built us?

Putting things behind us will only
allow our minds to fall back on rou-
tine and repeat the year we previously
had. The shame should be brought up
and addressed. When things aren’t
addressed then how does change
happen? Whether it’s a simple conver-
sation with vourself, a counselor, or a
close friend, a discussion will help be
one step closer to making the change
that you need. Without change, there
isn’t growth.

We all need a reality check, your
past is never hidden, but there is
possibilities of going forward and cre-
ating a new version of vourself. Yes,
the remains will still exist under what
was built, but why continue to build
worse instead of switching it up and
building better? You're not changing
who you are, you're changing what
you do, and how you can do things
differently. Life is full of changes, and
change happens to be more frequently
than not, scary.

Sometimes it hurts to let go of the
toxic in your life, but it’s what one has
to do to move on. Whether that “tox-
ic” is your friend group, activity you
participate in, or even a family mem-
ber at times. Toxins aren’t healthy,
and neither is reliving our past, and
re-visiting the components involved
with why we say “new year, new me.”

It’s time we as a whole put the
social media posts in the past and

leave our Facebook memories in the
past. It’s time to freshly start back up
where we left off. It’s time to get to
know vourself and stop following the
crowd. Once you begin to love your-
self and be okay with the life you’re
living in, the people who surround
vou, and the acceptance of flaws, life
will get so much better, along with,
you don’t have to erase your past.

It seems for people to have forgot-
ten the simplicity of life. The colors,
shapes, and sizes of objects. There is
so much of life to appreciate, and get-
ting caught up in the past can really
blind us, can trap our minds to think
negative. A negative mind going into
a new year is why we are constantly
having to “think more positive.” Why
aren’t we thinking in such way in the
first place? There isn’t time to waste,
being thankful for what life has given
us is something we all have forgotten.
Here’s to the new vear, and a fresh
start. Here’s to getting back on track
with the life we have been missing out
on, and appreciating not only life, but
ourselves.

Sna%chat
Flashback

By: Amy Noble @amy_noblel2

As time goes on, some memo-
ries fade and some stick with peo-
ple forever. Some have memaries
of a time in their life that they will
want the remember and cherish
for the rest of their lives, some
have times and people they might
not want to remember. With the
Snapchat Flashback feature, the
good and the bad things are being
recovered in the lives of Snapchat
users.

Snapchat Memories is a fea-
ture where users can save the
pictures, videos, and stories they
post or just want to be able to
look at again. Memories has been
a feature since July 2016 so some
people have content from up to
two years ago saved. In June of
this year, Snapchat added a new
feature to the memories. It’s
called Flashback. Flashback is like

Facebook memories and the app,
Timehop. Snapchat finds all the
content that was saved on any
date from the past years and puts
it at the top so people can see
what they were up to a year or
two years ago. The new feature
has had some positive outcomes
and also some negative.

For the most part, people love
to see the things they were up
to this date a year ago. Seeing a
funny picture or video of a friend
or family member from a year
ago can bring back those happy
memories and get a good laugh
out of it. Or maybe a picture of
the puppy that someone brought
home for the first time two years
ago and getting to compare it to
the not so puppy sized dog sitting
next to them. The Flashbacks can
bring much happiness and laugh-
ter to users.

On the other hand, it can bring
up some not so good memories.
Like a picture or video of a past
significant other that ended up
not working out. It can bring back
some of those emotions that a

person went through while in the
relationship and when it ended.
Or it may be a picture of a person
that used to be your best friend,
but somehow you drifted apart. Or
can remind someone of a time in
their life they aren’t proud of. But
the positives outweigh the nega-
tive.

Some think there should be
a way to turn off the Flashback
feature because they don’t want to
see those memories that they are
trying to forget. It’s a good thing
that it can’t be turned off because
people can look at where they
were a year ago and see how they
have grown and all the things
they have learned since some of
those good or bad memories. The
Snapchat flashbacks have been
a great feature to show people
where they were a year ago and
how much you’'ve grown. It also
allows people to reflect on the not
so good times and see how much a
person or time in their life effect-
ed them and how many important
lessons they were taught. Snap-
chat flashbak is a great feature.

 “Ivs kind of
boring be-

cause I have a

boring life.”

- Derek

Neuroth, ‘20

“1 like to know
what hap-
pened a year
ago.”

- Jazlyn
Grosskreutz,
‘22
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Not so
bulletproof

Our safe place just became a lot
less safe.

By: Anya Schobert @anyaschobert

In the past couple years the words “school shoot-
ing” have been in the news way too often. With 82
school shooting incidents and 36 deaths this year
so far school safety is a controversial topic. Many
people believe that the occurrence of mass shoot-
ings could be solved by a ban on guns, but focusing
only on school shootings the problem could be
remedied by increased school safety.

Several schools have put in place new technolo-
gies to protect students. Some have metal detectors
at the front of the building and security guards,
but in this district they cover the door windows to
classrooms and lock all the doors other than the
main entrance.

The district has upgraded as far as security per-

sonnel however, now instead of sharing a resource
officer with Linn-mar, the students now have their
own. One of the downsides is that there is one per-
son for all five schools in the district so it’s hard to
feel protected. The resource officer is also in place
to assist the administration with students misbe-
havior, and in this district most of the misbehavior
happens in the younger schools, so the high school
seems like it is not top priority for them.

In an attempt to protect the school a bit more
all of the teachers went through A.L.I.C.E training,
which stands for alert, lockdown, inform, counter,
and evacuate. Teachers this year have been very se
rious about student safety and want to ensure that
if something terrible we're to happen, the building
would be prepared. The staff has also made it clear
that they, of course, do not want anything to hap-
pen here. However that being said if it did, students
need to be prepared and not assume that it could
never happen to us.

Parents and guardians can help the adminis-
trators as well by telling their kids what the family
plan is if something were to happen, or information
they have learned from events like Columbine, one
of the first mass school shootings, that changed the
country as it was the most deadly school shooting

How to prepare yourself for dangerous situations in schoc

at its rime. Some options are, if someone were to
attack the school the student would run to their
house, if its close, or a family friend’s house if

they live closer. Parents could inform their kids on
statistics, things like how it can be dangerous to go
to your car because that’s exactly where they would
expect you to go, and that’s why people should run
away, because it’s statistically safer.

It seems like it could never happen to us, but
after a serious threat at Vernon Middle School
December 11th, the district realized that it could
happen right here.

In theory, the district could potentially hire a
security guard for each building and while that may
make students feel more safe, one person can only
do so much. The country could ban guns, but peo-
ple who want to hurt people would still find a way.
Parents and guardians should tell their kids all they
know to keep them safe, but the only way to stay as
safe as possible at school is to be prepared in case
something were to happen, and understand what
to do in dangerous situations. Instead of spending
money on school guards, the district should give
some of the training the teachers have to students.
Some may believe it is too scary of a concept for
“kids” to be worried about, but it is just that: a
scary thing. Students are dying in
schools, and the best way to prevent
that is to prepare students for the
worst. There is no perfect solution
for this problem facing our country,
but there are ways to decrease the
amount of lives lost.
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Activity 5

New style of drumming

The band’s new drums and old memories.

By: Patrick Bleadorn
@patty_b0116

It’s inevitable that the old will
be replaced with the new. Everyone
eventually gets rid of everything
that no longer works or is simply
outdated. It’s often a somber mo-
ment, but remembering the legacy
the old leaves can be the one thing
that is uplifting. For the band, the
drums will be going away and will
eventually be replaced with new
drums costing a whopping $16,000.

Jonathan Andreasen, senior, is
hoping to end out his high school
career with some new drums. “It’s
always exciting to get new things,
especially something as big as this,”
said Andreasen, “But I do have some
concerns about the drums coming
in on time because drums like the
ones we’re getting are made to order
which takes typically a month or two
just for them to come in.” Despite
the concerns, the excitement to get
the new drums calms Andreasen and
his concerns.

Even though Andreasen is ready
to move on to making new memories
with new drums, he still has fond
memories with the drums he and the
rest of the band section have been
using. “I just have good memories of

<

Friday nights and competition days
under the lights, all of our hard work
paying off for that moment,” said
Andreasen, “They are the drums
that I learned to march on so they
are important that way.” Either way,
Andreasen will carry fond memories
with the old drums.

Their age is beginning to show.
“The old drums are out of repair,”
said Logan VanderWiel, band direc-
tor, “they're not completely broken
but they’'re worn enough that they
don’t sound as good as they did
when they were new.” However, the
old drums won’t just be tossed in the
trash like many things we replace.
“We’ll keep using the old drums for
winter drumline and pep band,”
said VanderWiel. Despite being ina
state of disrepair, the old drums will
not be forgotten and will be given
another chance.

When the end nears for some-
thing, we remember the fond mem-
ories we have of whatever it may be.
With some things, we move on to
something better, something new.
Sometimes, we hang on to what
we’re saying goodbye to for a lit-
tle while. No matter what path we
take, it's important to remember the
memories we've made and to look
forward to the memories we’ll make.
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Jonathan Andreasen, ‘19, plays with drumline at the Homecoming parade.

Summer Williams, ‘19, tries on her show choir dress to prepare for alterations.

Twirling into the season

By: Teagan Miskimen
@teagmisky

Show choir season isn’t too far
away, before you know it, they’ll
be soon twirling into competition
season. Show choir, ran by Jonathan
and Meegan Dyrland, is divided into
two groups, one being New Creation
(Varsity) and the other being Revela-
tion (JV.) This is the first year Mar-
ion’s show choir will perform in the
4A division.

They practice once a week on
Mondays to prepare for a handful of
competitions in the Winter, one be-
ing in Nebraska, others being around
the area.

Members from the team encourage
others to join show choir as they say
it’s fun. Abby Schmitz, junior, said,
“Show chair is considered a sport,
it's a group where everyone can fit in
and belong. It’s easy to fit in and have
great partnership. Overall it’s really
fun.”

Even if you have stage fright or
you’re afraid of dancing, or messing
up, there is adjustments to be made
and everyone learns together. Mar-

shall Boche, senior, said to the out-
siders of show choir, “We don’t dance
either, we learn choreography, it’s not
one against another, it’s unity. If you
enjoy music, and love performing,

1 recommend it.” Show choir is an
extracurricular activity that anyone
in choir can be involved in, the audi-
tions are to be held in Spring.

It doesn’t matter if you are a boy or
girl, tall or short, the talent is within
your voice and movement. Trying
a new thing can be scary, but many
encourage it. You'll never truly fail, if
you honestly try.

Show choir doesn’t involve a ball
to throw or kick, but it’s a sport.

A sport involves competition, and
that’s what show choir gets involved
in. Every show choir member partici-
pates in choir everyday, to strengthen
their voices using diction and harmo-
ny to prepare for such big events.

It’s a sport where everyone can fit
in, the school is willing to work with
students to help them get involved.
Show choir season starts with camp
in July and will close up their season
in mid- February.
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Life in the fast lane

The bowling team is quickly becoming a competitor.

By: Dalton Cannon @daltoncannon64

The are many high school sports that
can rally communities and drive huge
turnouts to events: basketball, football,
and volleyball being perhaps the best
known. Just as important are the pletho-
ra of other high school sports that often
fly under the radar such as
golf, cross country, and in
the winter, bowling. Despite
this lack of attention, the
bowling team is on the rise.
In only its eighth year of ex-
istence, the team has slowly
improved each year and is
now on the verge of becom-
ing a true competitor in the
Eastern lowa bowling scene. Senior Nolan
Freymark is a captain on this team, and is
hopeful for its future.

The team is enthusiastic as they begin
their season. Freymark said, “Considering
all of the talent we had last year, we could
have and should have done a lot better.
Luckily, we are bringing back a bunch of
varsity guys and we have a much high-
er likelihcod of placing at regionals this
year.”

This certainly looks to be the case. The
team consists of 20 boys and 7 girls, all
of whom practice four times a week. The
season consists of twelve mandatory meets

Andrew Klostermann, ‘19, bowls alongside his teammate, Nolan Freymark,
home bowling meet against Central DeWitt on November 26th.

“Luckily..we have a
much higher likeli-
hood of placmg at
I%F‘l this year,”
lan Freymark, 19

prior to beginning regional play. A place-
ment a regionals is the ticket to a chance in
the state tournament.

“I think we can put up some wins and
get into State,” Freymark said.

The team is hoping to improve over last
year, in which they ended the season with
only one win. To do this, they’ll have to
coming out swinging early this season.

Senior Andrew Kloster-
mann, another returning
member of the team, said,
“Well last year wasn't the best
year we've had, but we are defi-
nitely improving a lot already
this year. We can improve our
score by working on being
more accurate and hitting our
marks. We have been working on hitting
marks and shooting spares a lot this year.”
Freymark said that he hopes to contribute
and help to improve the team by being
more vocal about the bowling team than
past captains. “Hopefully [ can set an ex-
ample for this team and future captains.”

The team will have an exciting season
ahead of them as they look to make the
most of their talents and take the next step
to becoming a top competitor in lowa high
school bowling. Meet schedules can always
be viewed on the MISD website, so don’t
be afraid to stop by a meet to support the
team on their way to the top!

'19,ata

?atience Duval 21 Reid Coates ‘20, Tristen Chnstmnsen 2ﬂ'

énd Alicia Guler 19 sit and watch as the'y get ready to shoot.

: Man}'actwities started

: tl‘mir season this winter, such

as siww choir, winter guard,
~ as well as the archery club.
Thereme around 40 ar
in the archery club this
 year, and practice starj:ed
Ncﬁremberéth Trace Whit-
 lock, senior, has been on the

' a_;chery team for two years,

and on and off before for 6
years. There are many new
people involved in this early
starting team, “There are

a lot of new faces, so we’re
‘trying to help underclassmen
- and younger shots do their
best,” Whitlock said. "My
favorite thing about archery

is how your performance and

score is a directly correlated
to how much you practice,”
Whitlock said. His personal
best score is a 276, and 300
is the highest someone can

~ get. “We hope to improve as

_ ateam over the season, and

see improvement in every

‘archer,” said Whitlock. One

new aspect of this season

o i_srtﬁ&t%tm?émzm-m;hﬁ@“ :
~ their own tournament. The
~ tournament was December

1st, with Springville being
: .fﬂm [xtﬁtﬁmenﬂﬁfmeﬂs;-,
“tournament. -

Alicia Guier, semor has el
been on the team for all four
years of high school. Guler

~ said that the best part about

aarchery is that “Its an indi-
vidual sport, but also your

~ score goes toward the teams

score to help them do bet-
ter too.” Last year several
archers as well as the team
qualified for the state tour-
nament and “everyone who
qualified last year definite-
Iy can go back again, and
hopefully we will qualify as a
team again this year” Whit-
lock said. Guler said a per-
sonal goal for her is “I would
love to qualify for state indi-
vidually." The archery team
15 putting in extra work with

“more practices than last
year,” ' said Guler. “If anyone
is thinking about archery
it’s a great time, and you get
to have a lot of fun,” said
Whitlock. The teams next
tournament is January 5th, at
Solon, and they hope you'll
come out and support them
this season.
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Jeremy Kearns, ‘21, Emilie Smith-Mees, "19, Patience Duval, ‘20, and Madie
Scott, 21, lead prayer during an FCA meeting.

Friendly Christian athletes

Jesus is letting go of the wheel and picking up

the ball
By: Gabe Larios @Gabed7365039

When people think of schoaol
clubs and activities, they mostly
think along the lines of book club
or robotics club, but to Levi Mur-
phy, ‘21, there are far more groups
than just that. Namely, the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes (FCA).

Despite its name, being an ath-
lete is not a prerequisite to joining
and anybody is allowed to attend
regardless of race, gender, or even
religion, “The FCA is accepting of
anybody. Your background doesn’t
matter, there is no judging or
labeling, and anybody can come,”
Murphy said.

“The FCA has different groups
in all sorts of schools across the
country,” Murphy said. The FCA
has been around on a national level
since 1954, but locally has only
been around in eastern lowa since
the last decade or so.

Despite this, they have already
garnered quite the following and
are already beginning to branch
out into other activities and events.
“The FCA has a summer camp
they do for both members and
non-members, but they’'re hoping

to be more involved with the com-
munity further on down the line,”
Murphy said

So what exactly does the FCA
do? Well according to Murphy, “It’s
a time where a bunch of Christians
can meet with others, eat food, talk
about God, and other stuff hap-
pening in life.” Usually, the group
starts off with eating some food
while waiting for the rest of the
members to gather, then they di-
vide into smaller groups where they
play games, pray, discuss life issues,
or listen to a guest speaker.

The FCA is currently very active
at the school in terms of market-
ing, as evidenced by the numer-
ous informational posters located
around the school. They're always
welcoming new members and can
be found meeting on Tuesdays in
either gyms at 7:30 a.m.

One of the most unique aspects
of the FCA is that despite its name,
one doesn’t need to be an athlete or
even Christian to join and any-
body is welcome regardless of their
beliefs or athletic skills. So whether
you're Christian, Jewish, Muslim, or
any other religion or belief, why not
try out the FCA?

GSA: a safe place for everyone

By: Rachel Wilkey @Rachelwilkey

For every student they have their
safe place, somewhere where they can
feel welcome and supported. These
safe places are different for almost ev-
eryone, but each do the same job. Now
there is one very special safe-place that
has created a loving environment for
anyone. GSA (Gay Straight Alliance)
is a fairly new club at the high school,
and it has provided a haven for those
who don’t always feel like they belong.

For Sophomore, Charlie Nel-
son-Moser, he has been calling the GSA
club a home since 5th Grade. He has
found it to be one of the most comfort-
ing places and somewhere he can be
himself. “It’s a group where anybody
can come together and be supported no
matter how you identify,” said Nel-
son-Moser. Many believe that to be in
GSA you must be part of the LGBTO+
community, but that is not the case.
“Anyone can join,” said Nelson-Moser.
So whether someone identifies as gay,
straight, or one of the other sexuali-
ties, all are welcome with open arms.

GSA is a club that helps students
who are struggling to belong, express
what they are feeling to other caring
individuals. “Each meeting involves
talking about social problems about
each other, sexual identities, issues in
the school and the world,” said Nel-
son-Moser. While it does talk about the
issues the LGBTQ+ community faces,
GSA provides a place for people to go
when they may not feel like they fit in.

While GSA is a place to feel safe, it
does have its difficulties. Many people
have taken it upon themselves to make
members of GSA to feel helittled or like
they don’t belong. “It’s hard getting
the publicity out, and the people who
don’t want to accept the group and try
to make fun of us through the group,”
said Nelson-Moser. The group meets
to provide a solution for many of these
problems by spreading awareness and
reminding those people who don’t want
to accept them, that on the surface
nobody is that different.

GSA has also made itself a home for
new members, and always provides
an open door to those who would like
to want to join. One of these newest
members is Freshman Grace Richards.
Richards decided to join GSA to have
the support after coming out as bisexu-
al. “It’s like a second home for me,” said
Richards. Even though she hasn't been
in GSA for very long she has enjoyed
every second and hopes for others to
join. “The best part is the way the rest
of the group comforts you and just tells
you it's okay to be who you are,” said
Richards.

GSA is a place for anyone to feel
loved, or just cared about. It’s a place
where anyone can go to be without
judgment. It’s a place to go regardless
of race, gender, and sexuality. GSA is
much more than just a club that meets
every Wednesday. GSA is a place where
you can learn who you truly are. GSA is
a family.

Grace Richards, ‘22, hangs up a GSA poster in the hallway to support the club.
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What brings us together

The thing that makes us human.
By: Jenna Sackett @Jenna_Sackettl3

Sometimes it’s hard to make everyone feel like
they fit in, especially since everyone is so differ-
ent. Maybe a new kid starts school here, midway
through the year. How do they get included? Most
of the time different friend groups invite the new
kids over to their lunch table or ask them if they
want to be in their group for a school project, but
not everyone gets included.

There are many different ways we could solve
this problem. One way could be hosting school
events where people can bond, but after students
were talked to, it became clear this was not a good
idea.

Garret Wagner, sophomore, thinks that students
can become closer with some changes. “At the
beginning of class, we could have a team bonding
thing,” said Wagner. However, Wagner himself
doesn’t particularly wish the students were closer.
He thinks it’s fine the way it is now, with the stu-
dents divided into their own little groups.

If the school was to have activities for all the
students to go to, Wagner isn't sure it would work.
“You could have them, but I don’t know how many
people would show up,” said Wagner. He himself
doesn’t think he’d go to them unless his friends
were going, and it was something that interested

“If you are new to the school you could fill
out a survey to find people with your inter-
ests. Like Match.com, but ngt for dating,”
- Garret Wagner, 21.

him.

Instead of these events, Wagner has a different
idea to bring new and old students together. “If you
are new to the school you could fill out a survey to
find people with your interests. Like Match.com,
but not for dating,” said Wagner.

Alana Finley, junior, feels like the students are
bonded the same way Wagner did. She doesn’t
think we are bonded as a whole. “1 mean, I guess
we are bonded in like smaller groups, but not
together really. Kids are in a bunch of different
things and it’s decently diverse,” said Finley. Finley
believes students could be brought closer togeth-
er if they were more encouraged to get into after
school activities, clubs, etc.

Finley also agrees with Wagner on that
the school shouldn’t have school bonding events.

‘Obama was elected
- president

~_single Ladies by
Beyonce was the most
popular song

%_.-.‘.'.-\

Alana Finley, junior, sits at lunch and listens to
her friends.

The most popular
movie was The Dark

Night

“I don’t know, it sounds like it would be a lot of
responsibility for the school. The teachers would
have to worry about everyone’s safety,” said Finley.

Overall, these two seem to agree that having
school events to bring people together, isn’t the
best way to bring them closer. They do both think
that bonding is important. “It’s how you make
friends. It’s things you will remember ten years
from now,” said Finley. “It’s important so you can
trust, so you can know if they (other students) are
reliable,” said Wagner.

What can be determined by these two is the fact
that it is very important to create bonds, especially
in school, but forcing it on students isn’t the way to
achieve togetherness.

No one wants to be alone. Everyone wants a
friend. The students here are pretty good about
making people feel welcome, but we aren’t perfect,
we’re just kids. Even as adults we make these mis-
takes. We don’t stop to think about other people
enough. We care. We love. We make mistakes . We
create bonds as adolescents and after that shape
who we become. We invite people to sit with us at
lunch, and sometimes it sparks friendships that
last a lifetime. It makes us who we are. It’s what
makes us human.

Britney Spears had
her iconic meltdown

/ ﬂe&ttﬁx was still on
~ DVD and only
testing streaming
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2018’s five top-five

Thank you, next 2018

By: Hope Faley @hopefaley21

Every year, there seem to be a lot of
lists. Lists for gifts, resolutions, and
lists of the best and worst for the year.
Every year has different trends that go
in and out of style. This is my personal
five top five:

My top 5 movies of 2018 are- Love
Simon, Bohemian Rhapsody, The Hate
You Give, Mamma Mia! Here We Go
again, and To All the Boys I've Loved
Before. All are rated pg-13.

Bohemian Rhapsody, my top pick
for movies follows Freddie Mercury
and the band Queen on their rise to
fame and all the struggles that came
with it. It shows how fortune favors
the bold and will have you driving
around with Queen blasting through

the speakers.

My top 5 albums/songs are- Mag-
ic In the Hamptons by Social House,
Thank you, Next by Ariana Grande;
Saturday Nights by Khalid, The Great-
est Showman by various artists, and
The Nights, by Avicii

My top pick for 2018 is The Nights,
by Avicii. While the song was released
in 2014 in an EP called The Days
Nights, Avicii died this past spring,
and this song in my opinion, is his best
song he ever released. The song sparks
the spirit in others to live life to the
fullest, a message lots of teens forget
to remember when they're caught up
in the difference between an A- and A_

Top 5 TV shows- Riverdale, The
Haunting of Hill House, On My Block,
Grey’s Anatomy, and Queer Eve.

On My Block, my top pick for TV
shows this year, follows the lives of
four freshmen from a rough neighbor-

hood navigating their way through
high school with a couple twists that
provide insight for watchers into just
how complicated life can get.

Top 5 fashion/aesthetic trends- De-
cades, Yellow, Succulents, Fur coats,
Designer

You used to see them in
magazines, but now design-
er brands have swept high
school hallways. Gucci and
Supreme specifically have
become a brand people are
striving to afford.

Top 5 Viral Trends- “kiki”
challenge, from the song In
My Feelings by Drake, the
new dance move The Shoot,
Tide Pods, Conspiracy theo-
ries continuing to trend past
2017, and the finger chal-
lenge; the challenge where
one tries to bend their fingers
in a way that looks easy but

Conspiracy Theories, my top pick,
have filled the internet for nearly two
years now. More and more become
unraveled monthly, challenging nearly
everybody to take a new look at the
world.

We took a convenience poll, and found that

turns out to be harder thanit oo/ of tudents think that songs did the best

seems.

this year.

Gavin Schwartz, ‘21, spends his time sleeping in the classroom
after several classes in the morning.

We need to make school more fun

By: Cory Fairbanks @cory_7558
-Commentary-

The time spent at school can be truly
tiring and exhausting. Think about it, most
students don’t wake up until seven in the
morning. That is really early! Teens brains
are not ready to start class an hour after
waking up.

According to the American Academy of
Sleep Medicine, if school is pushed back
to where it starts at 10am instead of 8am,
students and teachers would be more awake
and ready for school which would increase
productivity. It is even proven that if school
starts at ten instead of eight, it improves out
academic performance and even it halves
our chances of catching an illness.

Most teachers say that our academic
performance influences what happens in
the real world. But a real world problem is
knowing how to fix a flat tire after popping
it going over a pothole.

Another thing is that the classes just
aren’t interesting to some. This school
provides so many classes yet only a handful
seem interesting because the material is
just not something students enjoy.

The teachers try to make it interesting,

but at what point does a 30-minute lecture
completely suppress boredom? While some
will complain that school isn’t meant to be
fun and that it is supposed to prepare you
for life, for younger generations to learn the
material it has to be something we can un-
derstand, and what worked in the past most
likely won’t work now.

One enjoyable class for many is foreign
language. No matter what language stu-
dents are taking, Francais or Espanol, many
enjoy learning another way to communi-
cate. Most students love speaking foreign
languages but, there are only two to choose
from. It doesn’t make sense because Mrs.
Knepper is not only able to speak English
and French, but also Spanish, German, and
a little bit of Italian. Also, in the 1980s,
students could have taken Russian here
and there was a partnership with Linn-

Mar where students could leave to go take
German there, Foreign languages are
something students enjoy, and having more
options would make school a little more
unique.

While teachers have different ways of
teaching and everyone enjoys different
classes, there are things that should be
changed. To learn the material it should be
something understandable and fun to learn.
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Sloan family Christmas

This time is for family, especially for the Sloan’s.

By: Kyle Mehlberger @KMehlberger

Winter break is a time for people to
shovel up the snow, or stay inside and
not let frostbite claim your fingers and
toes. Winter break isn’t all about fun
and games though, it is about family
to the many people who go and see
any or all family they might have for
any or all holidays they might cele-
brate during the time. Whether it is
for the day of Christmas, the week of
Hanukkah, or any other holiday some-
one might be celebrating during this
season, most people will have some-
thing fun to do with their kin in front
of a kindling fire. One of these people
is Dawn Sloan, sophomore.

During normal no-school days,
Sloan usually sleeps and does home-
work. “Just because there’s no school
doesn’t mean there’s no school,” Sloan
said. But during the entire holiday
season, she and her family are Christ-
mas fanatics. Her family’s Christmas
celebrations start on Thanksgiving
weekend when the day before or after
Thanksgiving, they all Christmas-ify
their house, with many people coming
over to visit during this time. “We call
it “Thanksmas’,” Sloan said.

During the winter break, her family
almost have to many traditions to list.
On Christmas Eve, most of their large
extended family comes together and
celebrates the holiday. “We all talk

Dawn Sloan, ‘21, sits with her family as her
uncle reads The Grinch.

about all the things we've done this

year like all the ways we’ve devel-
oped,” she said. They exchange gifts
and read The Grinch, and watch a mul-
titude of Christmas films old and new.

One of the people she does this
with is her cousin, Bri Fentress, junior.
Fentress celebrates with Sloan and
the rest of their family, and loves
Christmas just as much as all of them.
“Christmas is my favorite time of the
year, and I love being able to spend it
with my cousins,” Fentress said. Their
family have also started a new tradi-
tion of caroling, which they started
last year.

Then, the fun of that strangely
magical night of Christmas Eve kicks
in. Sloan and her one sister and three
brothers all open one present under
the tree. While this present is a pair
of Christmas pajamas, it still adds to
the tradition of the holiday. “Then
we all put them on and say “We love
them!’,” Sloan said. Then they all go to
bed, and wait for a rotund trespasser
to put gifts under a tree. She and her
siblings then wake up to the smell of
omelettes. “My dad makes really good
omelettes,” she said, and they all run
down in their newly gifted pajamas to
see the presents that the rotund home
intruder left for them.

On the 26th, the fun doesn’t stop.
Fentress and Sloan both go to their
grandmother’s house, and they
have more fun while they are
there. “We have a talent show
and we open gifts,” Fentress
said, “We go to either a Star Wars
maovie or the newest movie on
the 26th.”

The Sloan family Christmas
is truly a unique one, with much
warm fun and celebration to fill
the December air during this
time of chilly weather. "We are
all just humans and we are all
flawed but we come together
during Christmas, and it’s great,”
Sloan said, So gather around
family this holiday time, and
have a bit of fun during this mag-
ical time.

Where did the spirit go?

By: Lucas Wendt
@Lucaswendtt

December is a magical time
of year for those who celebrate
the holidays. From decorating
the Christmas tree, lighting
the Menorah and Kinara or
just spending time with fam-
ily can bring joy to people’s
hearts. But as a kid wasn't
there something more to it?

School festivities seemed
to fill the entire last half of
December during elementary
school, but when students
reach middle school they seem
to stray further away from the
holidays. Maybe that’s better

The choir works on one of their Christ-

because the school thinks that  ..¢ carols in class.

students are too old to believe

in certain stuff and would

rather have them focused on their
academic studies.

Although learning is important,
would it harm anvone to cele-
brate the holidays for the last day
before break? Just

feel the joyous holiday spirit as she
did as a kid.

“1 was five years old when I
learned that Santa wasn’t real, and
really after that I haven’t felt as
excited for Christmas,” she said.

The main premise

oot ey were. - Lusedtobe festive,  behind all the holidays
their PP, drink but I hate hearing 572 back to Toved ones
hot chocolate and the same Christ- At a younger age there
m.ratgh holiday clas- mas songs over and  wasn’t a pressure to give
sics? A day like that Over..” anyone a gift besides

may spark a little
holiday spirit back
in all of us.

It may not be the
schools fault, maybe it’s society.

“I used to be festive, but I hate
hearing the same Christmas songs
over and over for the whole month
every year,” Layne Cook, junior,
said.

Cook once did enjoy the holi-
days, but he thinks that society
and social media just shoves it
down our throats by the continu-
ous advertisement of the holiday
season the minute Halloween is
over.

“Ijust like drinking eggnog
now,” he said.

Elizabeth Andreasen, sopho-
more, celebrates Christmas with
her family every vear in Florida.
She also agrees that she doesn’t

- Layne Cook, 20

maybe giving relatives a
hug, but as students get
older there is a heavy
pressure to buy people
gifts now that the majority of peo-
ple have jobs.

There are a handful of people
who haven’t lost that holiday spirit.
Some people love spending their
money on loved ones because the
reactions on their faces when they
receive a present that was spe-
cially picked out for them can give
someone enough spirit till the next
holiday season to come.

But during this holiday season,
just be kind to everyone no mat-
ter what holiday they celebrate.
Perhaps giving back to friends and
family, whether that be presents or
just spending time with them, may
just bring back the holiday spirit
back in all of us.
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council to the school board, but the

move the parking problem? Obviously
students aren’t going to start riding
the bus again, but there is a solution
that many students have adopted that
‘is similar: Carpooling. Carpooling is
when people going to the same place
ride together to save space and the
environment.

Sophomore Tya Skay is an avid
carpooler who does this problem
solving every school day. By carpool-
ing Skay removes 3 potential parking
spots from the lot and does this by
just picking up her friends. “It’s an
easy way to get to school and it’s
just a good thing to do for a friend,”
said Skay. Not only is it a respectable
thing to do for a friend, but it’s a
respectable thing to do for the school.
Saving 10 spots in a parking lot can

(?ne_ofthehends

g o e e
%ymmemmg Idon’t hav:?to walkin

question is what is the best way to re- the winter and it’s fun because I get

;saadﬁﬁym Ca.y}er also appreciates

makes the school

parkmg Iot much safer by reducing
the crowding of cars. "It opens more

- parking spots for people who can’t

carpool,” said Cayler. Whether it’s to
be a good friend, or to minimize the
harmfulness of the parking lot Cayler
and Skay stand by the impact of car-
pooling.

Carpooling is much more than just
driving to school in the morning with
others. “It’s a fun experience and it
makes memories,” Cayler said. Car-
pooling has already been proven to
help the parking lot, and it’s only a
matter of time to see who will adopt
this act to make the parking problem
into a parking solution.

m@ﬁw"hgahkmmke ittothels” -

Parking lot problems

By: Gabe Larios:
@Gabe47365039

Nowadays, having a car is
practically a requirement to be
able to get around, and a lot of
people live too far from their job
or school to walk. So the obvi-
ous question is, “Where do we
put all of our cars?” Well, build
a parking lot of course! So why
are the numerous issues with
the current parking lot, which is
practically prescribed in this day
and age, not being addressed?

“There’s never really enough
space available and a lot of peo-
ple park on the edges of parking
spots to try and squeeze into a
spot,” Garrett Schwartz, senior,
said. Schwartz has many gripes
with the parking lot even when
he can find an open spot.

“If there was one thing I could
change it would be to make
the parking lot much bigger,”
Schwartz said. The main prob-
lem is over crowdedness and this
issue is only exacerbated by the
construction of the commenta-
tor booth which blocks precious
parking spaces.

The problems with the park-
ing lot have progressed to the
point where teacher parking
spaces are being raffled away
to people. Some people, such as
Keegan Hertensen, junior, do un-

derstand the reasoning behind
these decisions but still believes
that, “They need to add more
parking spots and paint new
lines in some places.” But it’s not
just lack of parking space that
people are upset about.

“I would say that about once
a month there’s a new rumor of
some sort of suspicious activity
taking place in the parking lot,”
Schwartz said. That’s right, there
are people doing things against
not only the rules but even the
law, including but not limited to
PDA, smoking, vaping, and more.

So what course of action
should be made regarding this
precarious predicament? Well
firstly, more parking spaces, and
secondly, the parking lot could
benefit from improved securi-
ty, such as cameras watching
for and cracking down on illicit
activities.

Another way of helping out,
without spending money, could
be to carpool. Some people al-
ready carpool, such as Schwartz
who gives his younger siblings
a ride, but if everybody were to
carpool parking lot usage could
be reduced greatly.

Regardless of students’ opin-
ions and actions that could be or
are being taken, something must
be done about the issue before it
reaches a critical point.

Keegan Hertensen, ‘20, looks on in annoyance at a car parked outside

the lines.
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Trevor Paulsen, ‘19, goes for a layup at their matchup against Center Point-Urbana.

Ballin’ to the top

The boys’ basketball team is going for gold.

By: Dalton Cannon @daltoncannon64

There has always been a special relationship
between the students, staff, and community at
Marion, and every student knows of the basket-
ball program. Whether they love it because of the
sport, school spirit, or that the seats in the Wells
Fargo Arena are more comfortable than the desks
at the high school, most every student supports
the boys and girls basketball teams in some way.

Often times students hear about the girl’s team
and their success as they have made several runs
in the state tournament these past few years.
However, we often fail to look at the boys team
and their endeavors. The boys made the journey
to the state tournament last year before being
beat in the first round by the number one seeded
Xavier. This year, these team hopes to match that
playoff bid and hopefully even surpass it as senior
Trevor Paulsen said. Trevor plays post on the
team and is a three year varsity player coming
into this season.

When asked about last year, Paulsen said “I
thought it was a good year. We came together
when we needed to and had a lot of fun.” Paulsen
said the goal this year is to come out strong and
win games early, so as to avoid digging a hole for

themselves late in the season. When asked if this

year would be more difficult than last season,

he said “It’ll definitely be tougher this year, bu
that isn’t a necessarily a bad thing.” In respect to
opponents that he believes will prove the biggest
obstacle, he said “either Maquoketa or West Dela-
ware. Maguoketa was a good team last year. West
Delaware has a big guy who is good and some
other guys to go with him.”

Last year the Indians finished the 2017-2018
season with a record of 14-11. Paulsen said that
the focus this year is to “try to cut down on turn-
overs and get off to a better start and playbetter
throughout the year” in order to improve on last
year’s record.

Despite the harder schedule, things appear to
be looking up for the team. Senior Brandon Ham-
ilton, a former player turned Red Nation leader,
said “1 think the team has a lot of potential. Me
being on the outside looking in and used to play-
ing on the team with some of the guys, I think a
run at state is very possible,” said Hamilton.

“Just come out each night and support us. Make
the gym as loud as you can,” Paulsen said to those
in the stands. With this new plan and a hopeful
attitude, the sky’s the limit for this year’s boys
basketball team.

Winter sports preview

By: Cory Fairbanks @cory_7558

Girls’ Basketball

Even with less varsity players Kay-
ba Laube says the girls basketball
team has plenty of potential. With
their numbers down and the loss of
several key players this year won’t
be easy. "Our toughest game is
going to be against Prairie or Iowa
City West.™ Laube said, “But we
have the drive to win and achieve.”

They will need to work hard and };s:}yba Lene
rely on each other to beat their

opponents and reach their goals.

Boys’ Basketball

This years Boys basketball team is
the team to watch this year. With
only one player out for injuries
and experienced players like Gage
Frank on their side. They plan

on not only winning the confer-
ence but going all the way to Des

Moines, lowa to chase the big win. %&ige Franck

Wrestling

“The toughest opponents will be
ourselves,” said Mr. Telgenhoff.
Wrestling is a sport where only the
mentally and physically strong can
succeed, if yvou don’t have the drive
and the discipline, you aren’t going
anywhere, and this year’s wrestlers
have was it takes. “More often than
not it’s not the opponent who beats
you, it’s vourself.”

Mr. Brian Tel-
genhoff, Wres-
tling coach
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Look back at it

A month-by-month recap of 2018.

By: Lucas Wendt @Lucaswenditt

This year has been a rollercoaster
of emotions. Not just from Ariana
Grande and Pete Davidson break-
ing up or several rap artists passing
away, but the truly big events that
will go down in history. Most of the
news that high schoolers hear is from
social media. Around 45% of people
get their news from twitter or another
social media platform according to
wired.com

Starting off in January, the in-
famous Stormy Daniels and Don-
ald Trump controversy happened.
Allegedly Michael Cohen, Trump’s
lawyer, had offered Daniels $130,000
in October 2016 to keep their affair
that they had in 2006 quiet. And on
February 14, seventeen people were
shot and killed at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida, 14 of which were students.
This was the biggest school shooting
since Columbine, sparking the debate
of stricter gun laws which people are
still talking and protesting about to
this day.

March was the month to march.
The March For Our Lives event

happened all across the country on
March 24, but the largest on was

in Washington DC. An estimated
800,000 people showed up to protest
against our current gun laws. Even
A-list celebrities showed up including
Kim Kardashian, Kanye West, Ariana
Grande, Miley Cyrus and many more.

April was a very mellow month.
Gun control was still a really big
topic two months after the Parkland
shootings. On April 20, on the 19th
anniversary of the Columbine shoot-
ings, people all across the country
walked out of school for either the
whole day or 17 minutes to honor the
lives of those who were lost due to
gun violence at school.

May went along with April in terms
of being a mellow month. The only
maijor event that happened was the
Royal Wedding of the American ac-
tress Meghan Markle and Prince Har-
ry on May 19th. The wedding had a
total of 600 attendants, but 1.9 billion
people viewed all across the world
making it the second most watched
royal wedding in history.

June came to fill the news with
immigration detention center sto-
ries. Detention centers were and still

are a big problem around

the world. This issue was

brought into the picture be-

cause of a photo released by
an unknown source depicting
children sleeping in sleeping
bags on concrete floors sur-
rounded by metal fencing to
form a cage.

A summit between two
powerful world leaders
happened in July. President
Vladimir Putin of Russia and
the United States President

D_ona]d Trump met in Helsin-

ki, Finland on July 16'. A montage of some of the events that occured
August came strolling during 2018.

past us with no major events

happening. Although we did

lose an American hero, for- well, with the only major event that

mer Senator of Arizona and military ~ happend is Kavanaugh being con-

officer, John McCain. McCain is most  firmed onto the Supreme Court.

famous for running against Barack And this brings us to our last

Obama in the 2008 elections.

In September Brett Kavanaugh
(then Supreme Court nominee) was
under fire for sexual and physical
assault allegations against Christine
Blasey Ford while they were high
school. A question kept popping up
all over social media,”Why did she
stay quiet all these years?” and in
response people all around the world
started to use the hashtag #whyidid-
notreport.

October didn’t have much go on as

month, November. The midterm
elections swept the nation, everyone
from celebrities, politicians and even
young adults who can’t vote yet were
encouraging people to vote in the up-
coming midterm elections. Also, two
major fires burned across California
burning up around 876,12 acres so far.

What a year we have had, from ma-
jor political movements to natural di-
sasters. Let all of us do better in 2019,
by disposing of our trash properly and
being kind to one another.
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Helping others

There’s always more we can do.

By: Jenna Sackett @Jenna_sackett13

It’s that time of year again when people in the
community seem to be more connected than ever,
and when people are giving back. Although people
give back and help the community all year round, it
seems like people are more into giving around the
holidays.

Julia Funck, sophomore, volunteers, but wishes
she did more. “With cheer, I do a lot of work with
doing locker signs, and I've helped people out.

I've made blankets in Girl Scouts,” said Funck. She
wants to help more though. “Well, I could maybe
volunteer more at actual places, I usually just help

Student volunteers help with the annual Holiday Giving

Project in the auditorium.

people in need. I could find other people to volun- that let people who can’t afford clothes have some
teer with me,” said Funck. When volunteering or for free. If there isn’t a clothing drive near you, you
giving back people often say they get a warm fuzzy  could always try to set one up yourself.

feeling, and Funck feels the same. “It’s a great feel- A few other just quick things you can do are

ing because you feel like you’re making a around the community are pick-

big impact on the world,” said Funck. She “It's a great feeling ~ ingup trash, shovel for a neighbor
wishes it was easier to volunteer though. be ou-toel ik that might not be able to, give some
“I feel like there need to be more orga- ca’u‘r’e }t}u. 1_ ; money when you see bell ringers, and
nizations that people join for volunteer- you'remakingabig  much more. These are just tiny things
ing,” said Funck. impact on the world.”  that can be done that might make a

Alyssa Janssen, freshman, donates -Julia Funck, 21 huge impact on someone else.
clothes to Goodwill year-round, but she e This season is all about giving back
says she could be doing more. “Um, I and making others feel good. No mat-
could donate more often than I actually ter what you celebrate, or if you don’t
do,” said Janssen. Janssen also gets a nice feeling celebrate, it can be agreed that helping others is a
when helping. “It makes me feel good that I'm doing  good thing. So why not help?
something that could help people,” said Janssen.
Janssen does think people help more around the
holidays. “So they can give back. They wanna give
back to the people who don’t get a lot
for Christmas, or don’t get a lot,” said
Janssen.

Both of these caring Marion students
want to help more and here are some
ways to do so.

Adopt a family. Adopting a family is
when vou provide gifts and necessary
items to a specific family who needs help.
For more information and to sign up, vou
can go to christmasfamilyadoption.com.

Have a food drive. Churches and
schools often have their own food drives
which you can donate to, or you can have
one of your own. If you don’t have the
time or capability to have a food drive,
you can always buy food yourself and
bring it to a local food pantry.

Also along the line of a food drive is a
clothing drive. If you have clothes you no
longer want that are in good condition,
why not donate them? Goodwill takes

How do you help during holidays?

“My family and I ring
the Salvation Army
bell.” - Corrina
Dittmer, junior

“Donating food to the
homeless shelter.”

- Samuel Murphy,
sophomore

“I bought something

donations year for the families we
round. Some have for mentor.” -
schools and

Mackenzie Tumilty,

churches have
.- freshman

clothing drives
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Write your own story!

By: Kyle Mehlberger @KMehlberger

Breaking news! A has
Non-Proper Noun "ed" Verb

about it. While we have many of these, this one has

and people are feeling

Adjective - :
. We interviewed
Body Part [Plural) Name

Ver}r Iﬂiecﬁve 3

They area __

: djective

they think tﬁat are
‘ 3 Plura! Thing Noun

but hope it doesn't

and their opinion on this is

who participates in .and

Noun

Adjective
because that would be

Adjective
about it. “It
Feeling Adjective
__because of its

m
."We should havea

jective

"

Verb
they said. Many other peca[rJle seem to feel

makes seem
Name of Group . Adjective
.which is why it is
Plural Non-Proper Nunl
with a
Non-Proper Noun

Adjective
soltdoesnt
Non-Proper Noun Verb

said.

In response, said that “we do

, but we will not
Noun Verb .
the so it can our
Verb Adjective Non-Proper Noun : Verb :
" Many students are in response to this.

the people’s

ing
it, because it needs to

Non-Proper Noun

Just Lodaafu rI_}Is‘!]':teopllc:
While

~ Proper Noun usjn&mber “Non-Proper Noun
said that, “the needs to

Name Non-Proper Noun - e
will start
Number Non-Proper Noun

because if we don't then e
e
. " But many people are saying that this is not true,
—mgTVers

because will before the
per Noun Number Non-Proper Noun
. “We need to these because
Verb — Verb Plural Non-Proper Noun Piural Non-Proper Noun
are i said.
; A 4 Name E :
While the will not until according to
Non-Proper Noun Verb : Future Year
,some people in response to this, even
Vi_lnb_sitp "ed" Verb A
though it 1s fact. After the . it was confirmed
“ing" Verb Place Noun
that do not .Soif the __goesand
Plural Noun Verb ing Noun
we might but at least we won't

&r Verb Verb ;

I like that it is ;
— T

Poppins is
int%pZOIS

By: Hope Faley
@hopefaley2l

-Commentary-

In 1964, Mary Poppins
shocked the world with her
charm, magic, and optimism.
The timeless tale followed
the children of Mr and Mrs.
Banks, who wanted nothing
more than attention from
their parents, so they resist-
ed all nannies the parents
hired. Mary Poppins, played
by Julie

Andrews, comes along
and shows the kids all sorts
of fun, but is able to put
the children into shape.

The mystical musical made
by Walt Disney becomes a
classic that is fun for any age
to watch. Today, a sequel to
Mary Poppins, Mary Poppins
Returns, is coming out. Many
are skeptical on how well the
movie will turn out, and if it
will live up to the first film.

popping

The film appears to revisit
the Banks children when
they are all grown up. Mary
Poppins Returns is an ode
to the inner child in all of us
that just wants to have fun,
as it seems that Mary Pop-
pins only has fun.

Mary Poppins will forever
be a childhood classic, as it
seems that it can relate to
just about anybody. It relates
to the child whose parents
put work first, the child that
could not sit still, and the
child whose imagination got
the best of them. While Mary
Poppins Returns has a lot to
live up to, I urge you all to go
out and see it. Let your inner
child run free for a couple
hours.

To order
your
2018-19
yearoook,
Q0 Lo
Jostens
yeariooks.
conm.
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