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Prom is approaching, and dancing
dateless is more than okay. Page =

Life with twenty personalities

Ash Dennis, ‘18, opens up about having 20 personalities and staying true to who she is.

Finish your Netflix show? Here's
what to watch next. Page 6

By: Maddy Redmond
@maaddayy_

Sitting inside of a classroom
filled with 20 different people, doing
annoying things constantly, singing
constantly, and talking constantly.
One would think that this would be a
very hard circumstance to be in, but
Micaela Dennis, junior, better known
as Ash, has multiple personalities—-20
to be exact-that wait eagerly to come
out into the real world on a daily
basis.

Early start during childhood

Wanting to be an individual has
come easy to Dennis since she was
young. Dennis feels she has always
known she wasn't meant to be like
everyone else,

“Mainly I've had a drive fo be
an individual since I was a kid.
Watching Lady Gaga didn't help that,
she was my biggest role model since
I was around 12. But besides watch-
ing her, I've always had a drive to be
who I want to be,"” she said.

Making the transition

Being home-schooled until her
freshman year was not ideal for
Dennis. “In the home school, you ba-
sically had to fit in or else you would
not be included in any social stuff.
They were very judgmental. I'm not
saying all of them are, but from my
experience the majority were,” she
said.

Dennis didn't want to fit in with
the rest. Moving to Marion allowed
Dennis to be whoever she wanted or
needed to be.

Making her name known

Known for her flamboyant style,
Dennis expresses whoever she may
be, however she wants to.

“We can be ourselves in
this school,” she said.

Describing herself
as creative, com-
plex, and multiple,
Dennis is some-
one who is easily
recognized in
the hallways.
One of her
personali-
ties, known

as Kitty,

easiest to
acknowl-
edge.
Kitty has
furry wrist
warmers
and cat
ears which
helps her to
feel comfort-
able in her
own skin.
Each per-
sonality has a
different taste in
clothing, “Each of us
likes to dress a different
way. We dress how we
want to dress to be ourselves,”
Dennis said.

But going against the norm is no-
where near easy. People aren't always
as accepting as one would hope.

Dennis’ escape comes through
art, "I drown myself in my art, it's a
good outlet for a lot of stress. I can
stay positive when I focus on my art,”
she said.

But, criticism comes in many
different forms; it isn't always behind
one's back. Dennis seems to find
herself in these situations and does
her best to handle it in the best way
possible. “I usually try and ignore
them and not even take the time to
look their way,” she said.

Supportive safety nets

Support from both of her boy-
friends has made being an individual
more realistic. Dennis has two boy-
friends simply for the fact that there
are many different personalities that
cannot be handled by one person.

“Both know about my perscnali-
ties. They have opened up and been
kind to the other personalities. They
support me through everything I do,
like drawing,” she said.

Raymond Wenger, junior, is one of
Dennis’' boyfriends who tries his best
to push her to be who she wants to be.

“Whenever she wants to try some-
thing new, I am there telling her to go
for it. Her multiple personalities can
get interesting at times I'll say that.
It's not a huge debilitating thing or
anything,” he said.

Advice for others

Standing out in a world that is all
about fitting in is difficult for any
teenager, but Dennis knows she
would never want to change who she
is to please others. “You shouldn't

“Whenever she wants to try
something new, I am there
telling her to go for it. Her
multiple personalities can
get interesting at times, I'll
say that. It's not a huge de-
bilitating thing or anything.”
-Raymond Wenger, ‘18

have to. You should be able to be
yourself. If a person doesn't like who
you are, then they aren't your friend,”
she said.

Biggest supporter

Dennis also receives a ton of
support from her family. Her mother,
Erica Seemann, is very proud of who
her daughter is. “I have always want-
ed Micaela io be the best Micaela
she can be,” she said.

Having a daughter with multiple
personalities would be challenging
for many parents, but Seemann has a
positive outlook on the situation. *She
creates an awesome dynamic,” she
said.

People with Multiple Personality
Disorder, or any disorder, have
options. Dennis and Seemann have
both explored their options to make
sure they are getting accurate sup-
port. “Professional help is nice, but
in saying that, it can be hard to find
a therapist the child meshes with,"
Seemann said.

Expressing one’s self
Being an individual has been a
huge learning experience for Dennis.
“You're going to get hate, but you
have to keep trucking if you want to
be yourself. It's not good to keep who
you are inside the shell of your body,”
she said.
Dennis is a firm believer that
being one’s self feels so much
better when truly expressing
themselves. “Don’t let the
hate get to you, you
should be who you
are. It's a good thing
to try and strive
to achieve,” she
said.

To be
incomparable
means step-
ping outside
of society's
norms and

allowing
one's self to
be whoever
they want to
be. It's chal-
lenging at
times and can
push people to
their limits, but
loving one’s self
for all they are is
more than worth it.

Ash Dennis, junior,
has Multiple Personality
Disorder. The left-most pic-
ture displays her personality
known as Kitty, and on the right

is Scarlet.
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Look here if you need to update
your spring wardrobe. Page 12

Students doing
things

Madison Wilson, ‘17, and Sophia
Kabance, ‘18, take a picture while
hanging out.

Kyle Holmes, ‘18, and Bethany
Darling, ‘17, watched “The Crucible”
together at Theatre Cedar Rapids.
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Sydney Stigge, Kaydence DeWoody,
both ‘17, and Chloe Jenatscheck, C%
take a picture before going out.

Karis Holley, Celia Daubs, both 18,
and Livvy Draves, ‘19, celebrate
another girls’ track meet.
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Opinion 2

Do tests really help us learn?

The culture of classes that only prepare for a final test needs to change.

By: Mia Laube @mia_laube21

When the teacher at the front of the room signals
to begin, students feel a mixture of panic and

kids, school can become dreadful.

What if one day, taxes in front of us and a family
to feed, we sit there and the only thing we've been
taught is the Pythagorean Theorem, the most im-

focus. This could make or break their grade and portant battles of a random war overseas and how “mm c'f 3“15 - Z \‘Eith &Wiﬁﬁ‘ ﬁ
success: the big, bad test. One concern that arises  a cell wall works? Cetting home from customers.
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students don’t understand why their whole gradeis  higher learning. If information can not be applied later to go work and Making time for one
based upon their ability to memorize two hundred  in a non-school setting, why is it important? serve people for six could be extremely

dates, seventy names and fifty different concepts

Also, the current testing culture makes stress

hours does not sound

beneficial, not just for

instead of measuring the things they will actually levels increase, which can lead to more cases of pleasant. the wallet, but alsoin
use later in education and life. depression, suicide and negative health effects. The life of serving the long run for build-
Students would rather gain interpersonal skills, ~ According to Time Magazine, the most stressed canbelong and take  ing character. ;
be taught how to be financially successful and be out generation is our group of young adults, and a while, but working 1 have been ex- _
given more class options in career fields they want many other slj.ldies have shown stress levels in with the public can be tzemely blacsad W!th S
to explore. It's great to learn, but when it's constant  students spiking to extreme levels. extremely rewaxdmg i gta o iob in my entice :
throwaway information forced down the throats of Getting a pencil mark perfectly inside a small The feeling of know- high school career.
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e future all only add to the stress of diffi- even made an impact ::mcifop ? ” o
In your opinion, do S CRSN G L L on their life is so satis- Lt st
2 However, the fact that classes are fym g e agem?v“_tﬂi ?e?pm much
geared toward testing should not take b more mea
CIasseS focus more gn away from those who do well on tests. : Lﬁ::i wﬁz:&s;t the tonlin th:}i‘mg run.
_ These students display a degree of HA at, started working
teStlng or leammg > hard work it takes to get homework folks will come inand  at the pizzeria I work
: done on time and memorize material. It say th?" they drove at when I was four-
(Vox Online Poll) shows that students do not have fobe a hours just for our teenyearsold and
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this issue.

About half of students polled said think their classes
only prepare them for a test instead of setting them

It's up to us to break out of our stan-
dardized shell and transform our learn-
ing environment. Go to a school board
meeting, join the student government
organization, or write a letter sharing
your thoughts. The change we make is
the real test.

up to retain the information and use it later on.

Non-athletes work hard too

would start to see our pain as well.
At the end of the day, all of our feet
hurt and we're crabby and tired. We

someone is a server,
jobs can be super
great. They can
introduce you to new
people you might have

how the customers are
always right. I am so
glad that I made the
decision to get a job
four years ago.

seven. Then, maybe we all can make
it through this with a minimal amount
of breakdowns.

By: Baylea Bruce @baylea_marie

I finally got home from a long and
tiring day. I left my house at 8:00 this
morning, went to school, rushed to
work, stood on my feet for five hours,
and finally arrived at my door at
8:00 at night. I allow myself a bliss-

dedication and persistence. Some go
as far as suggesting that those who
play sports and attend school deserve
curved grade scales or they're the
only people who really have busy
days.

Now, there is no doubt that student
athletes work hard. It's just some

still have stuff

to do. We're all
busy, we're high
school students,
We involve our-
selves in every
activity there is
until we combust
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Student athlete sneezes*

ful five minutes to lay down before weren't made for that type of lifestyle. ;. " pile of Me:Bless you

a start on the hours of homework I Honestly, if it were me that was going )

have. However, I'm not that tired. In to school, then after school practice, <t uine ahont

fact, I wasn't even busy. Why not? then practice for my club sport and v Ig; ang et Him: Bless me?! 5% I'm already blessed to be at

Well, that's because I'm not a student
athlete and there is no grind like that
student athlete grind.

Student athletes have gotten a lot of

finally home to eat, shower, and do my
homework I'd probably be tweeting
about how busy my life is too while
simultaneously throwing myself down

worse, let's work
together to make
our lives easier.
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not unprovoked, as some athletes wouldn't think it was the easiest thing you let me know
have been tweeting about how those  ever either. After dealing with the how the heck This Tweet is an example of the light hearted teasmg that

involved with sports show the most

60th angry customer of the night, they

to do problem

student athletes have been receiving.

Editorial Policy by the journalism staff. Vox retains the right to edit
The staff will report as ac- articles without changing the
The Vox is a public forum Cula!eljr, fairly, and_o!aje(;tivaly writer’s intent. There is a limit
studentrun newspaper dedi- 2% Possible. Al activities will  of two hundred words per

article and all letters must be
signed in order for them to

be published. The decision to
include them rests solely on
the staff and the advisor. Turn
letters in to room 26 or any
staff member. Thank you!

be covered by the staff to the
best of their abilities, without
showing favoritism to any
group.

Letters to the editor will
be printed from anyone in
the community. However, The

cated to informing and enter-
taining the students of Marion
High School since 1934. It's
published seven times a year
by Tri-Co printing company
and is distributed during the
final block of the school day




Opinion 3

Cover your cough

Keep germs away during the allergy season.

By: Leah Kray @leah_kray

One is sitting in class doing their
work as instructed when all of a
sudden, the kid sitting behind them
has a cough attack and doesn't
cover their mouth, leaving all of
their germs to fly out and touch the
back of their neck. With sickness
still lingering in the air and allergy
season underway, this is a preva-
lent problem that we all face.

There's nothing more annoying
than sick patrons not taking the
necessary precautions to keep
others around them healthy.

The main reason this occurs is
because the sick person refuses to
acknowledge they're ill because
they somehow believe they're
immune to all sickness. Everybody
gets sick at some point, so take
some medicine to feel better and
stay home if it's necessary. It's okay
to have a sick day every once in
awhile.

However, don't stay home every
time your nose it a bit runny and
you've coughed a few times be-
cause that's just borderline playing
hooky. There are classmates and
coworkers that depend on you, so

it's important you be there as much
as possible.

As a citizen, it's very frustrat-
ing to be walking in public and
someone walking downstream
sneezes without covering their
nose, leaving all those pathogens
to brush against your cheek. Thank
you stranger, now everyone in
your path gets to deal with that for
the next week. Please cover your
cough or sneeze. This has been
enforced for our entire lives, so let’s
be courteous and follow it.

Now, it's understandable that a
sneeze can't always be covered be-
cause surprise sneezes are a thing
and can sneak up out of nowhere.
One can be sitting and in point two
seconds, their forehead can be a
millimeter away from smacking
their desk.

The reality is, all humans fall ill
at some point, so it's important that
they take care of themselves so as
to not spread sickness because
germs are icky. Even if they're
suffering from a non contagious
allergy, it's still important to cover
their mouth because it's never fun
to have germs spraying out into the
air like Febreeze.

Bashing non-workers is wrong

By: Sophie Willette @selfiesophiee

A common debate within the society we live in these days is whether or
not teenagers should have a job. Most of the time the battle being fought
is between the people who don't have jobs versus the people who do.

There are many students who don’t have jobs and there are numerous
reasons for someone not to have a job at our age. But it's unfair for peo-
ple who do have jobs to bash on the ones who do not. It’s also not uka_y
to accuse someone of being bratty or lazy because they don't have a job.
Everyone has different situations that either allow them or do not allow

them to have jobs.

Sports and extra after school activities such as show choir or band,
often take up the time students would use to have a job. As most studgnt
athletes know, it's very difficult to balance between school and practices
or games. Their lives are already hard enough and have very little room
for free time, so if they're also trying to manage a job, it's nearly impossi-
ble. If a student athlete does happen to have a job, they really aren’t able
to work more than once a week, usually occurring on the weekends.

Dancing dateless

By: Maddy Redmond @maaddayy_

Every year there comes a time
when people begin getting nervous
if they don't have a date to a dance.
They frantically try and find someone
who isn't going just because they

doesn't have anything to do with
having an attractive date that pays no
attention. Dances are about having a
good time, and if that means dancing
alone and making a fool of oneself,
then so be it.

don’t want to find themselves What were the PEI'I(S of
taking pictures alone and being i -
a third-wheel to every other cou- gOINg to a dance solo?

ple there. But in reality, dancing
dateless isn't as bad as everyone
makes it out to be.

Dancing unaccompanied
means having the freedom to
dance with whoever, whenever.
It's not always fun to dance with
the same person all night long,
especially if one's date doesn't
have the same attitude towards
the dance. Sometimes people's
dates make:it difficult to have
a good time. Dances are more
memorable when the music is
loud and people are energetic.
It's easier to walk in without
worrying about making sure that
their date is having a good time,
too.

There's nothing is worse than
getting on the dance floor ready
to make some memories and hav-
ing a date that wouldn't partici-
pate in the “Cupid Shuffle.”" Then,
it's just like going solo in the first
place. No one likes a boring date
who doesn't love to scream at
the top of their lungs to a good
throwback song. Being solo on
the dance floor means being able
to jump up and down and being
obnoxicus without one’s date
getting annoyed.

Going with a date can be just
b ides SapciGAlRE WA
friends is an option if one cannot
find a date to a dance. Tearing up
the dance floor with people who
are just as goofy is bound to be a
good time.

Dancing alone implies that
happiness can come from the
simplicity of being alone. The
night, whether a drag or fun,
shouldn't depend on being with
someone or finding someone

“It was better to
go with friends.
When you're with
someone there's
more pressure.”
-Abagail Schmitz,
‘20

“We still had
boys in our
group but it
was less awk-
ward.” -Summer
Forsblom, ‘20

“I enjoyed spend-
ing time and
dancing with my
friends.” -Kay
Mundy, ‘20

“You don't have
to go with some-
one. People will
Isfoigy nutheir..
Boche, ‘19

“The best part
was not spending
as much money.”
-Brandon Tuttle,
‘12
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Sometimes students don’t work because their parents don't want
them to or won't let them work, even if they themselves want a job for the
money. Some parents don't want their kids
having jobs because after they graduate high
school, that's all they're ever going to do with
their lives. So they want their kids to enjoy
the time they have during high school rather
than working.

Another reason students don't have jobs
is because they simply don't need them.
Maybe they don't need their own money to
buy clothes or other items one might buy
with their own money. Some people might
just be happy with what they have and don't
feel the need to buy extra clothes, shoes or
anything else. There are also students who
would just much rather spend their free time
doing something else other than an after
school job. Not to say any of these people are
spoiled brats or lazy, but some people simply
don’t need or want to have a job.

There's nothing wrong with having a
job either. But the people who do have jobs
should never bash on anyone without a job.

_ Everyone is entitled to their own choices and
some people choose to not work at our age.
Just because some people don't choose to
work does not mean they are “entitled”, "priv-
ileged”, or “spoiled”. It's unfair for anyone 1o
assume things like that, therefore just don't s
assume them.

It's best to be kind. Whether one makes
the choice to find a job or chooses not to
work at all, everyone should respect every-
one and never bash on how another person
chooses to spend their time. Then, we all
make it work. { ¥

to dance with. Dancing alone :
shows everyone that a good night
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Activity 4

Offseason baseball grind

A look at the hard work put in during the offseason.

: Brandon Hamilton
bhamilton_3

Baseball is approaching and
Chase Zielke, junior, is working
during the offseason to prepare for
the upcoming season.

Zielke and other baseball players
have a few opportu-
nities a week to at-

season and offseason are all about
business we're there to get work
done and we are all on the same
page,” He said.

He enjoys the relationship side of
baseball. “I like the people and team-
mates out for baseball,” he said. “I'm
playing for them first and me second,

I want to make this year
memorable." His motivation

in the regular season
you have to make
sacrifices in the off-
season,” Atkins said.
The sacrifice Atkins
is referring to is the
six nights a week he
has of baseball. “It's
something I love to
do," Atkins said.

“Baseball workouts
help a lot to get our
bodies into baseball

Zielke's long term
baseball plans do not
necessarily include

for the season is to perform

well for the whole team, es-

pecially for the seniors.
The teammates Zielke

tend baseball work-
outs. “Offseason
baseball workouts

are different from
other sports be-
cause we all have
one goal and that's
to get better, so
we are all working
hard,” Zielke said.
He has been able to attend a few
since basketball has ended.

These workouts include the ba-
gics: throwing and hitting. “Baseball
workouts help a lot to get our bodies
into baseball shape so we don't go
into the season cold,” Zielke said.
The benefits for Zielke are simply
getting better.

These workouts are not much
different than regular season prac-

cold.”

shape so we don't
go into the season

-Chase Zielke, ‘18

is so fond of have one goal:
State. “I'm looking forward
to how far we can make it
because I know we could go
far this year,” Zielke said.
“I'm not really nervous about
anything. I have confidence in my
team and they have confidence in
me."
Zielke said to personally help the
team achieve that goal he needs to
improve many aspects of his game.
*“I can contribute to the team the
most through my hitting, so I need to
improve that aspect of my game,” he
said.

Rick Atkins is also involved with

playing, but rather to
coach a youth team.
However, he is excited
to see the results this
season, Atkins on the
other hand, hopes to
play baseball at the
college level.

“The fans should
expect a good season
and some fun base-
ball to watch because
we're ready to get
work done,” Zielke
said.

The team hopes
they can build off last
year, only losing two seniors, in their

Chase Zielke, ‘18, throws a baseball back to one of
his teamates during an off season workout.

know the extra time they and their
teammates put in will pay off in the

the offseason workouts. “To be good  goal for a state title. He and Atkins nearing season.

The distance to Drake

Track is a hard sport, but Trca
has fallen in love with it. “[I love
track because] it's an indepen-
dent sport. It involves a lot of self
discipline, but it also involves a lot
of teamwork,” Trca said. “The 4xl is
my favorite race because it's short
and sweet."

Preparing for any type of track
meet requires a lot of time and
hardwork. “[Practices are] a lot
harder than last year.
Gaff isn't away watch-
ing Marcus play, so we
have set workouts. We
focus on something
new each day,” Trca
said.

Trca runs in the
4x1, and they have
made time to qualify
for Drake so far, but
that could change. “You
have to place top 80
in the 4x1.” 5o, a team
could qualify one meet, but then
get kicked out if their time gets
beat and they're not in the top 80
anymore.

Trca is really looking forward to
the run to Drake. She is confident
that her 4x1 team will qualify. “My
biggest motivation is to be able to
run at Drake and state, and feel ac-
complished about the season. Livvy
pushes me the most because we
both always try to outdo each other,
and we both love track”

Livvy Draves, sophomore, is
also preparing for Drake. “Training
every day during practice and on
Saturday's. Constantly checking
the website for Drake qualification
times and jumps. Thinking about
my goals and really focusing on

tices in many ways. “All practices in

By: Maddie Knapp
@MaddieKnapp

The Drake relays is known as
one of the biggest track meets in
lowa. Chloe Trca, sophomore, is

planning on running at Drake this
year.

One of the biggest questions
most people have about the Drake
relays is the difference it has
between state
track. “‘Drakeisa
lot more pressure.
It’s the top of the
top competition,
and you're rac-
ing against new
schools that you
haven't seen all
season,” Trca said.
Many people then
question which is
more important.
“State is more
important because it's the teams
[in your class] who you have been
racing all season. Drake is more of
a fun meet. At state, you can win a
championship.”

“Drake is a lot

more pressure. It's
the top of the top
competition, and
you're racing against
new schools that

you haven't seen all
season.”

-Chloe Trca, ‘19

Kelsi Huhndorf, “18, and Hallie Kephart, ‘19, run at the Marion home track meet. Both
girls are good candidates for qualifying for the Drake relays.

Annual Sand Volleyball Tournament

O

Who: 6 people or more on a team

When: May 7th, 2017

Where: Volley's on Blair's Ferry Road

Time: 12:30- 3:30 p.m.

Cost per team: $70

Cost will pay for a piece of pizza and a drink

as well. ;
L TN how to become better and imag-
- Contact: Pick up team sign up form from the ining myself and my relay on the
“ office. blue,” Draves said.

Trea has big goals for Drake this
year. “[I hope] that I will get a per-
sonal record, and that the 4x1 will
get their season best,” she said.

Drake is really important to all
tracksters, and they work hard
all season to reach their goals.
Hopefully a lot of our runners, girls
and boys, will qualify this year.

Make sure all team members' parents sign the
form and return to the team leader.

Entry forms due by: Monday, May 1 by 3:00

Extra information: If raining, players will go to
Cedar Rapids Bowling Alley next door. By: Kenzie Redmond

enzie_redmond?




Activity 5

Her “love” for tennis

A new teacherj and a new coach comes to play.

: Summer mliam.
@summerrose2001

Every year teams may get the
chance to experience new coaches.
Ms. Andrea Zalaznik, math teacher,
is volunteering as the new assistant
coach for the girls' tennis team.

Zalaznik enjoys tennis and previ-
cusly played throughout high school.
“[I chose to help coach because] it's my
favorite sport and I really enjoy it,” she

© said

plans to do well this year, and Zalaznik
wants the best for the players. “I hope
to see improvement from the first and
last meet,” she said.

Team players may have a hard
time adapting to new coaches. Cayla
Attwood, sophomore, has mixed
feelings on the matter. “Tennis is an in-
dividual sport, it's not like we need the
help. It's more for support, but it's also
ancther coach to help teach us things,”
she said.

Others on the team love it. "She’s

Zalaznik is ready to tackle thisup-  really helpful and has really good
coming season for something new. “I've  Points. She’s a great addition to the
coached track, basketball, team,” Samanﬂm
and volleyball, just not Gamam. junior
tennis,” she said. said.
the easiest thing todo, members can
it and she's very good at keeping motiva-
works to continue learning plans to keep in
new techniques and strat- their minds. “I
egies to teach the girls want to get them
with team players is im- fun,” she said.
in ing. “[1 plan to] deals with new
be there for them whether coaches Zalaznik
it's for a win or a loss, Ms. Zalaznik, math teacher, is working to be
and during practice,” and tennis coach, talks with ~ 3great coachand
Zalaznik said. The team player Patience Duval, 0. to help make this

season a success.

Clifl:on teés off for a final season

By: Brandon Hamilton @bhamiiton_3

The season is underway for many
spring activities, including golf. Trey
Clifton, senior, is very excited for his
final high school season in the sport
he loves most.

Clifton has been playing compet-
itive golf since he was a sophomore.
He is the only senior and a leader on
the varsity team. “It's relaxing for me.
I can just have fun,” Clifton said.

The ride for him hasn't always been
smooth. “Sophomore year was difficult
to enjoy. | wasn't
that good, I had
to work hard,” he
said. "[I] really
practiced a ton.
I started to relax
and I learned to
control my emo-
tions a lot better
and really got
a grasp of the
right mentality.”

Trey Clifton, 17

NETW

Hardware Sales & Service

Clifton has overcome the adversity
making it the farthest into the postsea-
son last year.

Clifton hopes he can make an even
farther individual run this year to
State and also hopes the team could
make districts. He thinks they have
a really good chance. “I believe our
team could always get better,” he said.
This year's team is young, and Clifton
is confident they have a very bright
future.

Mark Horcher, sophomore, also has
expectations that the rest of the sea-
son will go well. He has some goals
similar to Clifton’s, for he and the
team to make districts and State. This
is a game Horcher really appreciates.
“The thrill of the game you receive
is like no other experience gives,”
Horcher said. “I enjoy it because it's
all on you. It provides a self reward-
ing feeling.”

Horcher and Clifton are hoping to
achieve their goals and the team’s
goals and have a successful season.

K, COMPUTER

Server & Workstation - Upgrades & Installation

Ncs 319-247-7223
ﬁmﬁw www.ncsei.com

The Marion Mock Trial team holds up the trophy after one of their competi-
tions. They competed at State back in March.

Marion mock trial

By: Solomon Groothuis
@gagaslacefront

Marion offers a wide variety of ac-
tivities from sports, to show choir, to
robotics, to band, to speech, but one
activity isn't as widely known. The
Marion Home School Assistance
Program, Marion High School's sis-
ter school, offers competitive Mock
Trial. Mock Trial is a competition
that showcases academics, acting,
debate, public speak-
ing, and knowledge of
the legal system.

Andersen Coates,
senior, explained what
mock trial is. "Mock
trial is a representa-
tion of a real life court
case in a competitive
manner. Depending on your role
within the team, you'll either be a
witness or an attorney meaning you
act out a character who plays a role
in the case or you play the part of
an attorney who defends a certain
party,” Coates said. Coates has been
involved in mock trial for three
years. MHSAP has one of the most
successful mock trial teams in the
state.

During last year’s competitive
season, Marion represented the state
of Iowa at the national level in Boise,
Idaho. They won the championship,
as well as Gabriel Groothuis, a
senior at the time, winning All-State
best attorney in the nation. Marion
has attended nationals twice in the

state.”

“Most practicing happens
on your own, running
material over and over
until it's in a function

-Andersen Coates, ‘18

last four years, coached by Dana
Miller with Daniella Scaffidi and
Matthew Dake as assistant coaches.

This year, Marion had three
teams competing, all going to
the state level. One team was the
first-runner ups, the second placed
eighth, and the third did not place.
However, the accolades don't come
easy. "Most practicing happens on
your own running material over and
over until it's in a function state,”
said Coates, “We also
have two team prac-
tices a week where
we scrimmage and
run material.”

Although mock
trial is through the
home-school pro-
gram, all students
are eligible. "Anyone who has the
ability to be coachable, has a way
with words or acting, or is inter-
ested in working hard for a com-
petitive game [can audition]. Any
students in 8th-12th grade enrolled
in the Marion Independent School
District,” said Coates.

The Marion Home School mock
trial team is exceptional, and look-
ing for more students. Marion High
School students can get involved
with Dana Miller, head coach.
“[Students] just need to email me
at dmiller@marion-isd.org and I
can answer questions,” Miller said.
A1l MHS and MHSAP students are
capable to audition for Marion’s top-
ranked mock trial team.

1198 Grand Avenue,

Marior

A 52302

www.adamstileandstone.com
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Babysitting guidelines

Babysitting tips can help you score the job.

By: Chloe Mallon @chhhloel7

Babysitting is a common small
job for high schoolers and college
students all over. Whether it consists

plays with them and that they have
fun with.

While babysitting, the babysitter
needs to make sure to always tend
to the child’s needs. Some children

NETFLIX

of spending ;s surgr;terd]iy 'tht;.-l pocl require more attention, while others W HAT TO WATCH
watching kids and feeding them or require very little. When first meeting 1

just going over to put kidstobedona the child, make sure to know person- WHEN TH ERE S

date night, babysitting can be a great  al needs as well. NOTHING TO WATCH

way to make some money on the side.

Here are some tips and tricks on
how to land that summer babysitting
or nanny job and how to maintain it.
Babysitting can actually be a super
fun time with the children if someone
is to make it one.

It is always good to make sure
one is getting the most that they can
out of their nanny or babysitting job.
Make sure that a parent is not trying
to short one money, or leaving one

with responsibilities that aren't theirs.

Caring about the children and ac-
tually looking out for their well being
is important. No parent is going to
have a babysitter back if they spend
the entire time babysitting on their
phone. Kids will be uninterested and
want the babysitter who actually

If a child appears to be too much
work for someone, it may not be a
good fit. Make sure that when finding
a family, they are perfect for one’s
needs and they are able to take good
care of them.

It is good to make sure when
babysitting to always clean up after
messes too. Parents love to come
home to a clean house after a night
out or a long day at work. This will
earn a babysitter brownie points for
going out of their way to do the extra
mile and make the house look nice
for when they get home.

While babysitting is a great way
to make some money on the side, it is
very important to do the job correctly.
Following these tips can help out with
scoring the job and maintaining it.

Babygsitting tips: <0;

i: Find a family that is perfect for one's needs

2: Don't spend the entire time on a phone

3: Clean up after messes of the children

4: Go the extra mile and do the dishes or clean up extra things

@\ 5: Make sure to thank the family when leaving

Here are some tips and tricks while babysitting to help maintain the babysit-
ting job and to win the kids and parents over.

pAPA JOR

..........................................................................

BETTER INGREDIENTS.

By: Solomon Groothuis @gagaslacefront

lf_ygp've fi_::x_ished this...

e

Watch a movie
outside

.........................................................................

By: Lauren Fruehling @laurenfruehling

Go fishing

.~ Grab a friend and your
-~ license and head out to

1

Watching a scary movie on
someone's house at night can e
a great and scary experience.

Have a picnic

Go out with one of your best
friends to a park and Eack
some delicious snacks.

the local pond.

Camp out

The smell of a campfire on a
spring night can make a
memory that lasts forever.

(o on a walk Q%

A nature walk on a nice

BETTER PIZZA.

&
Ca= )/

Go star gazing . : .

Any Large Pizza
$9.99!

Online Code: 999ANYLG

day can be very refreshing Enjoy the outdoors at night
Not valid with any other offer. Customer for anyone. and look at the sky above EUE
pays all applicable sales tax. Delivery fee applies. Any Bikg r' d Q with a friend.
Large Pizza includes up to 5 toppings or any specialty T' d h' rl_s
izza : e 99 8
EER. A bike ride can be a great :
way to enjoy the outdoors A great wa( to get outside
and be active at the same and have fun is tie dying
time. shirts with someone,
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b 3 : & =
«  Prom nails .

« Sophia’s Nail Salon UlmhisulSp

. Where to get
your hair done

kel .*’;‘_ut‘hm Motas aalon s o
- emdio+ 8 Y‘Ounkers Salan

“I am going “I am going to
to Diamond Sophia’s nails,
| i
-Caitlyn g\diracle -
Smith, ‘18 Mason, ‘18

“I'm eating at the
‘Back [Outback]
because the
Servers are
good-looking.”
-Elliot Kruser, ‘18

to try it.”

“I'm getting “I got my dress
my dress from Elegant
from Madison Repeats.”
Wilson.” -Meghan
-Emma i
Collins, ‘18 S

“I am getting “I'm going to
my hair done at the salon in
Moxie’s across Younkers.”

town.” -Madison
-Beth Foster, ‘20  Berry.'18

“We're eating at
the Rock Bar. I've
never been there
before so | wanted

-Allie Lupkes, ‘18

| §
L §
%

watching

Dancing like no

There are a few easy tips for tho:
Jjump out on the dance floor or ¢
have any moves come prom nig|

By: Mia Laube @mia_laubeZ1

There's nothing worse than
being an introvert in the middle
of the crazy crowd at a dance.
Some find themselves enjoy-
ing pictures, dinner, and even
having a good time with their
friends or date but still dreading
the main event of the night: the
dance itself. While it may appear
overwhelming, there are a few
easy ways to make this experi-
ence more enjoyable- no expen-
sive dancing lessons or major
changes necessary.

First of all, let yourself adjust
to the other dancers. Show up a
half an hour into it after the ded-
icated dancers have already ar-
rived and let yourself get a feel
for the vibe as you initially min-
gle or get pictures. Then, you can
see what kind of moves to try out
when you're ready to brave the
dance floor.

Second, find your own groove.
It may be cliche, but the ones who
are most fun to be with are those
who don't care what they look
like. It's easier to throw yourself
into the middle of the mob than to
try to dance on the outside where
more people are watching you.
The most memorable people at

the danc
all out or
Third,
es. The
usual co
run theix
around y
don't thi
moves, S
“lame,” b
for insta:
event wit
ing in.
Fourtt
attention
cial mec
songs pe
ing to. L
you an a
follow in
over wha
Lastly
beat. The
doing a
there are
arsenal.

cut out :
accordin
don't for
the man
sparkly ¢
accessor

Joey Pearson, ‘18, and Beth |
‘20, take a picture after Pear:
asked Foster to prom. Using
flowers and a poster, he camr
her house and asked. This w
Foster and Pearson’s first prc
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What are you most looking forward to on the day
of prom? |

“I'm looking “Probably “I'm looking “I'm excited “I am looking “I'm excited “I can't wait
forward to dinner because ‘forward to post- because I've forward to to eat dinner to go to prom
the pictures I like to eat all prom because been waiting eating at dinner because I've to just hang
because Ilike  of the good I will hang out for this night and to walk in never been to around with my
having the food.” with all of my since like grand march.” the restaurant friends.”
memories.” -Jack friends.” seventh grade.” -Aleann Bata's before.” -Mattias
-Autumn Eichhorn, ‘18 -Morgan -Kalista Romo, ‘17 -Dylan Steen, ‘17
Hardman, ‘18 Barenz, ‘18 Reyes, ‘18 Morahan, ‘18
r .

1't think they l_ I

-

ire the ones who go

out their own style.
it for the easy danc-

ipid Shuffle” or the
. line are bound to

urse, so grab those
and get into it if you
you have any other
2 call those dances
hey can be a recipe
in if you look at the
positive mindset go-

epare yourself. Pay
dance trends on so-
or certain popular
e have been danc-
1ing those will give
natic set of steps to
id of being anxiolis
do next.

iy attention to the
. nothing wrong with
e to side shufile if

other moves in your
ne of us just aren't
the spotlight. Sway
o the rhythm, and
a smile- amongst

1zzling dresses and
s, it's your very best

Help the
couple get
to their dress
clothes so they're
ready for prom
night!

Ef,

Hayden Wahistrom, ‘17, and
Summer, Williams, ‘19, pose for a
picture after Wahistrom asked

) Williams to prom. He got her a
Starbucks drink and made cookies
that spelled out prom.

Braden Walter and Alexis Smith,
both ‘18, take a picture after Smith
asked Walter to prom. She asked
using cookies with frosting on top
spelling out prom. For both, it will
be their first prom.

Katie Hemann, ‘18, asked Colin Zeets,
‘17, to prom using Dunkin’ Donuts

and a note on the to|

asking him. This will be Hemann's first

of the box

prom and Zeets' second.

Solomon Groothuis, ‘18, asked
Amery Bruce, 17, to prom using the
Journalism computers. He surprised
her when she walked into the room
and also gave her a bouquet of
flowers. '
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I8 What will you miss about Marion?: Pll miss my
8 friends, but mainly Mr. Mitch, other than that

nothing.

Future plans: Attend Kirkwood for two years for
mmﬁnm m:,mtogbLAorNWforﬂlei'
Quote/Piece of advice: “Quick what's the number
for 911" “How do | know?” -little Rascals.

What was your dream job growing up?: Be an
actress.

Devon Trentz

What will you miss about Marion?: My friends,
teachers, and fun classes.
FumltplmGetajobaﬁerﬂghsdmI;ﬁfesldls

practice.

Quote/Piece of advice: “Be yourself.”

Whatwasywrdream]obgrowlngtp?'Worlmg
with computers.

Seth Tuetken

What will you miss about Marion?: Trilk, Mitchel,

and the everyday people that | probably won't

ever see again.

Hmmplans:GotoKHmodmdsﬁd(aum

mdmmm‘tgivemmw
"E; SIEEpng"

What was your dream job growing up?: Probably

to be in the NFL.

Brandon Tuttle
Mywmlsmmdon?:mmd\eﬂm
I-‘ul:umpIIB:AtlaendKi'kwoodmdrnaprh

mdadviceﬁfpeopieputasm

Wahistrom

. mwﬂlyou miss about Marion?; Band, friends,

| performance.

Quote/Piece of advice: “Good is the enemy of

mwaswmhbgmﬂngtp?:m
biologist.

Alexandria Walderbach
What will you miss about Marion?: The teachers,
especially Senora Henkel and her Cinco de Mayo

- parties,
Future plans: Graduate after third term, work ful

g:efgerﬂ'emmnmgotomfordesmm
Quote/Piece of advice: “Be who you needed
when you were %

younger.
What was your dream job growing up?: Artist.

Mwud
| What will you miss about Marion?: The teachers,
| music program, soccer program, and all my friends.

Future plans: A double major in criminal justice

. and sociology and minor in psychology at Mount

mmyuiversity.mﬂofmplaysomerfor
Quote/Piece of advice: “High school goes by in a

blink of an eye so live every moment of it to the
ﬁl I“ .

What was your dream job growing up?: My dream
job growing up was being a cop.

Austin Ward

What will you miss about Marion?: Nothing.
Future plans: Going to Kirkwood next year.
Quote/Piece of advice: “CREAM”
What was your dream job growing up?:

_ Professional rapper.

Nicholas Ward

What will you miss about Marion?: Playing sports
and hanging out with friends.

Future plans: Going to Kirkwood for welding.
Quote/Piece of advice: “Have fun all the time”

What was your dream job growing up?: Surgeon.

Peter Ward
show choir, and choir. i
Future plans: Going to get my RN nursing degree

Whatwaswurdmamjobgrowl‘lsl!.'h"‘Fiﬂ?ﬂt'*:hter
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Miracle Waters Chase Wood

What will you miss about Marion?; Teachers, What will you miss about Marion?: | will miss the
coaches, and soccer. friends and teachers Pve made and playing soccer.
Future plans: Kirkwood for nursing. = Future plans: Attend lowa for biomedical
Quote/Piece of advice: “Enjoy the little things in ineeri

Quote/Piece of advice: “Young dumb broke high
school kids.”
What was your dream job growing up?: A male
escort and/or a professional basketball player.

Hlntwaswlwn]obgmwhgtp?:nm

Rachel Westergren
What will you miss about Marion?: The teachers.
Future plans: Traveling before going to college for

Future plans: Community college. ;
Quote/Plece of advice: “School goes by faster if
Quote/Piece of advice: “Don't get too caught up you think about how dose the next holiday break
in future plans that you don’t enjoy the present.” Ay

What was your dream job growing up?: || What was your dream job growing up?: A cop.
Something in the medical field.

Tanea Westhoff

What will you miss about Marion?: Mr. Trilk.
Future plans: Move to North Carolina and go to
Wake Tech j

Madison Wilson
teachers, sporting events, and my friends Pve AN
made over the L ["'sl'it|'--'t’h-;l;7f.'ll .13
wm&mwmaaw : < . ule 1d
major.
Quote/Piece of advice: “You can’t Fiee
plees 3 The Pup Pantry
het was your dream Job growing V&RUS ~Genuine whole health
s nutrition for your dogs and cats.
; Owners .
Ron and Kim Knapp
Facabook _ i
755 Deerfield Dr.
“Marion, 1A 52302
 319-270-3359
- www.veruspetfoods.com

#verusforveterans
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L -
Spring shopping
Here’s where to renew your wardrobe.
By: Sophie Willette @selfiesophiee

Local shops

 /

Online shops:

_’ Biilvme- Located in the
Lindale Mall, Bohme is a
e
P silos Rizsmoaf1bobe,
chic feel and will never
disappoint with tons of
options.

Francesca’s- Located in the
Lindale Mall, Francesca’s is

the place to go for all spri
mnz‘
anything from sungfasses to
neckiaces and headbands.
iy  Francesca’s alse hasa good
- selection of girly clothes.

- lillian's of Marion- Located on
- 10th Street in Marion, Lillian's
is a perfect spot to shop for
all types of spring clothing, it

- has everything from jeans to
[ dresses. They aiso offer some
- tasual clothing for the spring

: season.

Hazel and Ofive- Hazel and

Olive has a large selection of

saring clothing styles. Floral

dresses and casual tees are ™
some of the most popular
parchases and would be great

assets to anyone's spring

clothing arsenal.

Wodern Vintage Boutigue:  '9°
Modern Vintage has astyle
that sounds exactly like the
L it |
agirly, vintage look.
%mmm =
options and any of them would
ook great during the spring

SBaSOR.

Days downtown

By: Maddy Redmond
@maaddayy_

Newbo Market

Newbo market has a con-
stant buzz, whether it's conver-
sations being overheard, food
and drinks being ordered, or
negotiations of prices to buy
items. It's filled with variety.
Cupcakes, pasta, fresh smooth-
ies, and tacos are all food op-
tions found in various different
shops. The businesses found
within the market were started
up by people who wanted to
sell their passions to people
in Cedar Rapids. But food isn't
the only thing to offer at the
Newbo Market. There are
also small shops filled with a
selection of home decor and
small jewelry for roamers to
buy. Newbo Market is full of
life and options.

American Popcorn
Company

Outside of the Newbo
Market is the famous
American Popcorn Company.
Entering the shop is a more
than beautiful experience.
Sweet and salty aromas fill
the air and can instantly
catch someone’s attention.
The sight of bundles of
fresh, savory popcorn line
the tables. Their popcorn is
something that is difficult
to not completely devour.
Next up is their famous ice
cream. Having plenty of op-
tions to choose from, flavors
vary from a fruity flavor to
a smooth caramel treat. It
leaves the taste buds always
wanting more.

Brewhemia

Brewhemia is a home away

from home. With twinkling
lights, delectable coffee, and
cheap, warm pancakes, it's the
perfect aesthetic. Filled with
coffee talk and welcoming
faces, Brewhemia is a vacation
for a few hours. The overall
appearance of the coffee shop
is instantly calming. There are
plenty of options when look-
ing at the menu. Croissants,
omelets, or a breakfast bowl,
no matter what the choice, it
is simply satisfying. A cup of
coffee from Brewhemia can
change someone’s day one sip
at a time.

When: May 2@th or the third Salurday
of each May

where: City Square Park in Marion

Description: The Maricn Arts Fesltival is
a highly anhicipated event among
locals. Located in Cily Square Park, 58
exhibitors ore chosen each year by 19
jurors. Each orist gels 1o showcase
their artlwork in separaie lenis for people
o observe and buy. Consistently
ranked in the top tier of fine arls evenis
nationwide, Ine MAF has been named
as being among the Top 25 fesfivals in
the couniry as the #1 show feafuring
18@ artisis or fewer and as the besf one-
day event in the nation. Nof oniy does
Ihe festival include showcasing ard,
there is food, music, the MAF Half
Maraihon, and a 5K Run and Fun
Walk. The running aclivilies foke @ fial,
fast course through uptown Marion,

%

0900

=i %

Fun at the Marion Arts Festival

By: Lauren Fruehling @laurenfruehling

Exhibiters: View the 5@ exhibits chosen
from 358 eniies by @ top nolch
judging pane!l. Observe many lypes of
art, ceramics, glass sculptures, and
jewelry.

Half Marathon, 5K Run, and Fun Walk;
The Marion Arts Festival half marathon
and 5K run & fun walk are favorile
seqson openers for serious amaleurs,
recreational runners and casual
walkers, with $3,25@ in prize money
($2,150 for the half and $1,100 for the
5K), giveaways and thousands of
dollars in raffle drawings.

Empiy Bowls Project: Every year
Studenits from hwentu-four schools work
lo creqie ceramic bowls o be donated

and then sold af the Marion Arts

Feslival, raising funds to benefit local
food banks. Arists from the area also
work fo donate ceramic bowis along
with wood bowls masterfully crafted by
the American Asscciation of Wood
Turners, Corridor Chapter. Over
$92,000 has beg%ré donated since
1936,

A patron enjoys a good book while tasting the drinks and atmosphere of Brewhemia.
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Kiernan jumps into the working worid

Working constantly has its benefits.

By: Kenzie Redmond
kenzie_redmond2

Many people start having a part
time job once they enter high school,
but one student took a big step for-
ward in his life. He goes to the farm
almost every single day to work, and
it's a good learning experience. A

high school student working around
50 to 60 hours a week may seem like
a lot for many people, but Hunter
Kiernan, junior, doesn't let it hold
him back. It's not just work, it's a
hobby.

Kiernan works at a farm in Lisbon
and has been working there for
around two years. He loves working
on the farm for many
reasons. "My favorite
part is being able to go
to work and to be able
to do something I love
and not have it just
be your ordinary high
school job. I also like
being able to always
drive big equipment,”
he said.

Working many
hours a week can
come with some set-
backs, however. "My
least favorite part is
having to work so early
sometimes and not get-
ting a break because
we have so much to get
done in a short amount
of time. I'm so exhaust-
ed at the end of the
day,” he said.

He has a lot of du-
ties he has to perform
on the job. “I have to
feed cows and build
houses in the off sea-

Hunter Kiernan, ‘18, works on the farm in Lisbon.  son. Right now we are
Kiernan has worked there for two years. building a new cow

barn where the cows are inside. We
also do a lot of random things that
you would do on a farm including
keeping things up to date and run-
ning,” he said.

Many would believe that Kiernan
is missing out on his high school ex-
perience due to working many hours
a week, but he thinks otherwise. “I'm
being able to save money early in
life and learn a lot of new things. I
just want to get on with life and into
the real world. I just hang out with
my girlfriend, friends, and I make
money,” he said.

Chase Wood, senior, works as a
takeout specialist at Chipotle, He
also feels as though he isn't missing
out on his high school experience.
“I work outside of high school. I
schedule around my work so I still
get the high school experience while
I'm working. The people are great.
The people I work with make it
enjoyable. My favorite part is going
to hang out with my friends even
though they're just my co workers,”
he said.

Kiernan may work more than a
typical high school student, but he
plans on continuing to work at the
farm in the future. *“My plan for the
future is to stay at the farm as long
as possible and hope things work
out there for me,” he said.

Kiernan hopes to utilize the in-
formation and skills he has learned
through this experience and take
it to the next step after high school.
The work may seem like a drag to
some, but Kiernan stays motivated in
order to finish the task.

Putting in hours

By: Brandon Hamilton @bhamilton_3

Many people find pleasure in helping others. It can
help them and the other person feel better on a good

day, or a bad one. A great way to help
to volunteer.

Volunteering comes with many great rewards,

such as getting a good look into what
like. Sydney Stigge, senior, volunteers

at Witwer's, which is connected with St.

Luke's Children’s Hospital. She volun-

teers every Monday from four to six in the

afternoon.

Stigge finds many advantages to vol-
unteer work. She says it gives good experience and
looks good on scholarship essays. “I wanted to get

experience in children’s therapy,” she

appreciates the variety of work she gets to help with.

“It's something new every week."

Those tasks can range from cleaning to helping
the therapists with kids. “I get their rooms set up for
therapy sessions and get them any materials they

for helping.”
Randi Wright,

volunteers once a week at St.
Luke's. Lately, Wright hasn't been
able to help because of volleyball
and basketball, but has started
back up volunteering once a
week for around four hours. “I
escort patients and I have to look
up patients’ room numbers and
provide informa-

other people is

a job could be

“It makes you feel tion
good for helping.”
-Sydney Stigge, ‘17

said. Stigge

in the long run.”

need for that kid,"

Stigge said. "It makes you feel good

sophomore, also

for the guests,” Sydney Stigge

Wright said. Wright
said she volunteers
“To get experience
in the medical field
and to help others.”

Stigge said if one would like to
volunteer, talk to the office to get
more information on different vol-
unteering opportunities. As far
as why anyone should volunteer,
Stigge said, “It'll put you ahead

Randi Wright, 19

Shopping with siblings can be a
grueling task. No matter the type of
shopping, it can be hard when one
sibling wants to look for the best deals
possible, one iaonﬂtesmchﬁorhxgh

fashion material,
and the other
just wants to go
home. Keeping
emotions.in
check is key, and
one of the most
high stake situa-
tions is shopping
for Prom.

There are mul-
tiple situations
when it's impera-
tive to diffuse the
tension in order

mon way o get a dress, but when
you're all looking for different things,
it's a feat to have everyone leaving

important to pretend like you're still

having a good time, even though it's
been four hours and you wouldn't care

~ if they wore a paper bag at this point.

Giving opinions can be one of the

‘hardest things in these situations.

Negative comments can make the
mood worse, but you have a specific
duty not to let your sibling wear a
dress that looks bad. The best thing to
do is to wrap the bad things with com-
pliments. This helps avoiding a melt-
down, but it still moves the process
along by weeding out another dress.
Whenever shopping together,
just keep a few things in mind. Stay
calm because the shopper can smell
fear and discomfort. Stay as positive
as possible because negativity will
only make it worse. Be honest, but not
brutal, so the shopper doesn't get their
feelings hurt. Follow these rules to be
able to diffuse a ticking time bomb.

A prom for all grades to enjoy

By: Summer Williams
@summerrose2001

Prom is three days away,
and lots of students are excited.
Although with these dances, prob-
lems can arise and questions are
asked. Should underclassmen be
able to go to prom?
There's plenty of
different opinions on
this topic, and there
are lots of things that
can come into play.

Meghan Greene,
freshman, is going
to prom with ‘Tylor
Fairbanks, senior. “Tt will be a fun
experience since I didn't get to
go to Homecoming,” Greene said.
Going to prom as freshman can
be a great time, but it can also

“Z said you have to go
with who you sign up
with, so I can't go.”
-Faith Algharib, ‘19

be daunting. “It's kind of nerve
wracking because I'm a freshman,”
she said.

Past experiences at other school
dances haven't been great for
Greene, so she plans to make this
one great. “My first dance [ wasn't
able to be with my friends. I was
always stuck with
my date,” she said.

Since under-
classmen can't
go to prom, some
may come up with
creative ideas to
go. A popular
thing that's done
is date swapping. Faith Algharib,
sophomore, was planning on date
swapping with her two friends who
are juniors so she could go to prom
with her boyfriend, who is also

a sophomore. Usually, this plan
doesn't work out, and in Algharib's
case, it didn't. “Z said you have to
go with who you sign up with, so I
can't go,” she said.

Upperclassmen can get both-
ered by sophomores or freshmen,
but most don't mind.

Skye Reece, junior, thinks that
prom should be more for seniors
and juniors, but she doesn't mind if
some underclassmen come along.
“They shouldn't be going just them,
they should be going with a group
[of upperclassmen],” Reece said.

Greene, however, thinks it
shouldn't be an upperclassman'’s
concern on whether she goes to
prom or not. “It's not their choice so
they shouldn't be bothered by it."

Regardless of other people’s
opinions, Greene is planning on
going to prom with a positive atti-
tude and is ready to have a great

Tylor Fairbanks, ‘17, asked Meghan Greene, '20,
time. to prom with a softball and flowers.
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Ali Block, ‘17, poses for a picture with her

Giving birth before graduation

Alison Block, ‘17, has a due date shortly before she must walk at graduation.

By: Chloe Mallon @chhhloel7

Imagine waking up one day and
everything has changed. A senior in
high school trying to keep up with
grades and school activities now has
to face the biggest challenge of all:
raising a baby.

Alison Block, senior, found out
that she was pregnant the fall of her
senior year. Nervous and scared
at first, she thought a lot about her
options. “I considered adoption for
a couple of months,” Block said. “I
thought about what would be best
for the baby, but I decided against it
because I couldn't see anyone being
a parent to my baby expect me"

Block put aside her feelings of
nervousness to focus on her baby. "1
found out it was a girl and I couldn’t
have been more excited,” Block said.
She had so many ideas and visions

Knowing that she was going to
have a girl, Block started envision-
ing her life with her. "I can't wait to
make milestones with her and do
activities with her," she said. I want
to see her grow into a beautiful little
girl”

Block loves the feeling of being
pregnant. “I love feeling her move,"
Block said. “I like to know that she’s
in there, feeling healthy and loved.”
Although Block has had slight sick-

ness, she doesn't let it overcome her.

“I know that soon I will be with my
girl and it'll be worth it,” Block said.
Block considered lots of names
before making the decision on what
her baby should go by. “I've always
loved the name Athena,” Block said.
“And my grandmother who passed

away a week before finding out I

was pregnant was named Elizabeth,

so that seemed like a good middle

Block is unsure on how involved
a father figure will be. “I was raped
by someone while in a relationship,”
She said, “I'm not sure if either will
be involved.” She worries about her
daughter not having a solid father
figure, but knows she will have sup-
port either way.

Due to her baby being due on
May 23rd, Block is not completely
sure what the status of her walking
at graduation is. "I'd like to walk at
graduation, but either way I'll be
getting my diploma,” Block said.

Block plans to make Athena feel
proud of her no matter what she
does. Everything she does and will
be doing will be for her. “I plan to
make her proud however I can,”
Block said. “I want to prove to her
that anything is possible, just like
graduating on time and proving oth-
ers wrong that said I couldn’t.”

pregnant belly. She is due on May 23rd.

Laughter is the
best medicine

By: Mia Laube @mia_laube21

No one student at the high school is exactly
like another. Some go out for four sports, some
make themselves gourmet lunches every day, and
some like to blast their music loud and dance like
nobody’s watching, even if everyone's watching.
One particular group of students
keeps everything interesting, and

students that make humor a large
part of their personality.

Macey Lovell, junior, is one of
those extroverted students who
likes to make others laugh, and
has been doing it for a long time.
“When I was a kid, I was really
chubby and I just wanted to fit in,”
she said.

There are many other reasons people choose
to spend most of their time laughing. “Life’s too
short to be serious,” said Harrison Vanderlinden,
sophomore.

of her with her daughter. name.

“I like to surround

that group is the funny ones, or the myself with people
that laugh at my jokes.
Sometimes when
they're funnier than
me I feel threatened.”
-Macey Lovell, ‘18

Vanderlinden enjoys the aspect of humor
in his life. “I use jokes like sarcasm, memes,
and spice.”

Dawson Schmidt, senior, likes a different
kind of humor. “I like puns such as ‘I was
driving on the highway and I hit a nail and
my tired popped. It was a tread-ful experi-
ence. Whatever's happening, I try to make
a joke based on it,” said Schmidt. Although
he doesn't use the internet as much as some
for his jokes, he uses material from television
and current events.

Michaela Sacora, freshman,
finds humor mostly in face to
face conversations. ‘I just find a
lot of things funny. I don't try to
be funny, but people think I am,”
Sacora said.

Many people are drawn to
those with easygoing personal-
ities and people they can joke
around with. “[Humor] helps me
break the ice,” said Lovell. “I
like to surround myself with people that laugh at
my jokes. Sometimes when they're funnier than me
1 feel threatened.”

Although there are dependable, positive, or
serious friends, others choose peers solely on the

i :{cs’wg,gm';‘* H i o

persnnality
trait
do you
generally
choose your
friends?

fact that they're funny. “If they have no sense of hu-
mor, I'm out,” said Sacora. It's good to have people
in life who lighten the mood at the right times.

No matter what, laughter is the best medicine,
and to these students, they're living life the right
way.

Spring gardening
By: Kayba Laube @Kaybal.aube

Spring is arriving, which means many new
hobbies and activities are coming into play. With

the warm weather, there is so much to do outside.
There are things such as sports, going on walks

i §

Carter Klauer, ‘19, checks to see how ready the dirt is for
the spring. Klauer is involved in the MHS Gardening Club.

outside, and gardening.

Carter Klauer, sophomore, is one of many who
enjoys gardening in the spring and the summer.
Klauer really likes the fact that he is part of a hob-
by that he has so much fun doing. “I just wanted to
participate in an activity. It's my hobby,” he said.
No matter what the hobby is, if one likes it, that’s
all that matters.

Klauer has a medium size garden,
which works perfect for what he grows
in it. “At home we have corn, tomatoes,
summer squash, and zucchini,” he
said. Klauer has been gardening since
he was about 12 and learned from his
parents.

Klauer also participates in Gardening
Club here at the high school. Gardening
Club is after school in the spring and
summer. Many students participate in
Gardening Club for different reasons.
Some join for the free food and others
join for the enjoyment of gardening.
Klauer said, “We plant stuff here at
school, water stuff, weed, and pick stuff
to take home.” It's a fun way for him to
garden with other people than just at his
house every day.

Cardening club is a good way to
bring extra food home for one'’s family
or just do it for fun. Kasi Rupert, senior
and president of Gardening Club, said,
“We use whatever harvest we get to
make a fun recipe or donate it to some-
one that needs it." If one wants to help
others out and have fun, they should
think about joining the club.

The one downfall for gardening is
picking out the weeds. Klauer said,

“Weeding out is hard to do at times, but the final
product is worth it.” He will do what it takes to
make the vegetables turn out perfectly.

In the end, gardening is worth all the time put
in. Klauer said, “It's hard work, but it's fun with
friends and family.” Gardening will always be his
favorite hobby no matter what.

Why is gardening so great?

“It allows you to foster life and
that’s really cool to be responsi-
ble for.”

-Kasi Rupert, ‘17

“It makes the school a Blue
Zones school.”
-Sammie Garbers, ‘18

“| get volunteer hours for it.”
eyenne Thompson, ‘18
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on into 2017, mainly regarding ently with a huge transition like
bathroom peolicies. Many states :switclung to the opposite gender,
have allowed transgender people  zimmermann said, “Most people
to choose which bathroom they are pretty good about it and are

feel most comfortable in, though
some states are swaying the other
way. Some people don't feel com-
fortable being in a bathroom with

usually really nice. My freshman

year there were people that were
kind of mean, but they were faced

with other people that called them

a transgender person, or they Sim- gyt and told them that’s not okay.”
plydontt}unkltsthanghtlhmg . Thetmnsgendezbathmom
in today’s society.  issue is a big topic this year, and
_ One of the most difficult and many people are outraged at the
important tasks a high school new policies. Zimmermann said,
student can go through is making  «pmy actually beyond angry about
the switch to become transgen- it. It’s like being told when you
der. With the stress of socially ~ finally get the confidence to do
not being accepted as wellas something, people are like oh

~ being completely vulnerable as yeah, you can't, because legally
onewouldevezbammghschool ﬂsmtatmngmmdﬂ It's
transitioning can be one of the hornbl& s
‘scariest things someone cango ‘Many people of the LGBT com-
through. Aiden Zimmermann, munity are also very angry about

sophomore, said, “The transition
was terrifying. I didn't actually
come out to my dad myself, my
fnsnd ac.-tually said ‘Aiden; and
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Aiden Zimmermann, ‘19 (left], poses with Alex
Lovejoy, ‘18 [right), and an advocate for LGBT rights
during a conference to make lowa schools safer.
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t:an recentty mthdrew Obamae
st‘udents in public s@hads that
let them use
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and facilities
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SAFE 7 deridentity.
SCHOOLS Zimmermann
said,
“Everyone is
outraged. It
- goes from not
just the LGBT
community, but
then there are
allies that also
see that this is
. obviously not

- okay. There are
also individual
places that
. say youre
okay to go in
the bathroom
that matches
your gender
 identity, but
 there’s no way

to tell which
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A new beginning out of state

Ittakasalntforapermto

| gain the confidence to go into the
_bathroom they ﬁnaﬂyﬁel conﬁ

dent in. Zimmermann said, “At

. Marion, Loanite o e bethmoon:

in the nurse’s office because that

~ one is gender neutral. So it's like,
you finally get yourself to go into
thenghtbaihmomyouﬁeelyoureﬂ

comfortable in, but then you're

told you can't be there so you get

that completely ripped away from
youaswen and that's awful”
Mr. Greg Semler, principal,

stated, “We will honor everyone's
selected gender, if they identify as

a girl, they can use the girls' ‘bath-
room. If they identify as a boy,

- they can use the boys’ bathroom.

- Ifanybodyhasmpmhlamsmth :
; ;thatthoremeematalkto me”

'The way President Trumpis

 handling the issue is making

the LGBT community infuriat- .
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of the younger generation and
how the new generation thinks.
He doesn't do what the people
want, he does more of what he
wants, and it doesn't help every-
one in the long run. There's [over]
700,000 people in the US who
identify as transgender, and if you
take that against the population
that’s [over] 700,000 people that
are out about being transgender
and are not able to go into the
bathroom that they choose or that
they feel comfortable in and we
have a president whe's supposed
to be running the country that
says you can't go where you're
comfortable. That's degrading
and humiliating.”

The transgender bathroom
issue is a huge problem in today’s

- society, and will hopefully be

resolved in the years to come.
Overall, this is a huge controversy

in the United States, and the LGBT

community and their allies will

continue to fight for their rights.

By: Maddie Knapp @MaddieKnappp

One is walking to class, not knowing any-
one, or familiar with anything. They cannot
just go home when
they're homesick, or
just go hang out with
old friends. Going out
of state for college is a
game changer.

Going out of state
for college can be
very nerve racking,
but Jenna Danninger,
senior, is ready to
take on the challenge.
Danninger is going
to attend UW-La
Crosse in La Crosse,
Wisconsin. “[I'm not
scared because] I'm
excited to experience
new things and meet
new people,” she said.

Danninger is in-
volved in gymnastics
and wants to continue
that in college. “I plan

Jenna Danninger,
7

Tanea Westhoff,
17 on trying out for their

gymnastics team,” she said.

Danninger is majoring in biology and
physical therapy. While making the choice
for a college may seem challenging to some
people, Danninger was prepared. “My dad
suggested, so I toured, and I just really want-
ed to go there. I really liked the atmosphere.
They have a good biology program and a
good gymnastics team,” she said.

Tanea Westhoff, senior, is also going out
of state. Westhoff is planning to attend Wake
Technical Community College in Raleigh,
North Carolina. Westhoff doesn't know what
she is majoring in yet. She is really looking
forward to going and getting out of lJowa. “I
hate it here, I really love North Carolina, and
my brother lives there [so that will help],”
Westhoff said.

Danninger, on the other hand, will miss
Iowa. “I will miss my family and my friends.
I will miss how easy the classes [in high
school] are too,” said Danninger.

Danninger and Westhoff are really look-
ing forward to their adventures to Wisconsin
and North Carolina and they hope to make
some great memories.

Even though they will be living out of
state, they will still be part of the Marion
community.

Car accidents

By: Leah Kray @leah_kray

One is driving down a suburban road and
listening to music on a mild day when out
of nowhere, the car in front slams on their
breaks leaving the car behind to smash into
them. The air bags emerge out on impact a
leave a bloody lip, which is far more manage-
able than anything more extreme. Car acci-
dents are a scary deal, and Shannon Sellers,
senior, knows that all too well.

Sellers got into her first and only car acci-
dent during her junior year. “The girl in front
of me slammed on her breaks and I rear
ended her, so technically it was my fault but I
don't think so,” Sellers said.

Accidents can be traumatizing and be a
wake up call for all drivers. “Pay attention,
keep your eyes on the road, and don't get too
close to the people in front of you,” Sellers
said. If one didn't get into the accident them-
selves, even hearing of one can remind them
to be more cautious.

While some accidents occur because
of a collision with another vehicle, others
happen due to reckless driving. This was
the case for Jacob Heth, sophomore. “I was
going 55 [miles per hour] on a gravel road
and I pressed on the breaks, then we start-
ed swerving and went into the ditch and
flipped,” Heth said.

While accidents are terrifying at the
scene, the aftermath can be even more petri-
fying. “1 was scared to tell my mom and I just
freaked out that it happened,” Heth said.

An accident of this magnitude can be
avoided, and Heth has plans to be a more
safe driver. “I'm not going to do stupid stuff
when I'm driving and not go on gravel roads
in general,” he said.

Some accidents are unavoidable, but the
best way to refrain from one is to do what
you can to be safe and be focused on the
roads.

Jacob Heth, ‘19, had a wrecked car after his
reckless driving accident.

yVee

Drugstore

Proud supporter of
Marion High School.

Spring Has Sprung

We have grilling and all your

outdoor needs.
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Aprll in hlstory'
time line

18th
(1795) Midnight ride of Paul Revere and William Dawes
(1906) San Francisco Earthquake

19th
(1989) 417 U.S. Sailors killed by an explosion on the
U.S.5. Iowa off of Puerto Rico

20th
(1889) Birth of Adolf Hitler
(1999) Deadly school shooting in Littleton, Colorado at

Columbine High School

21st
(1836) Battle of San Jacinto led by Sam Houston in Texas

22nd
(1864) “In God We Trust” included on newly made coins

23rd
(1616) Death of William Shakespeare

24th
(1800) The Library of Congress was established

25th
(1967) First law legalizing abortion was signed

26th
(1912) First home run hit at Fenway Park

2Tth
(1981) First female soccer official hired by NASL

28th

(1945) Former Italian dictator Benito Mussolini was
shot along with other Fascist leaders in Italy by Italian
partisans

29th

(2004) Dick Cheney and George W. Bush testify before
the 9/11 Commission in a closed

hearing in the oval office

(2005) Syria ends 29 years of occupation in Lebanon

30th

(1789) George Washington inaugurated as first ever
President of the U.S.

(1952) Mr. Potato Head is first toy advertised on
television

Historical facts provided by Historyplace.com and
Onthisday.com

Spring adventures for
instant fun
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Do a photoshoot homemade ice cream
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Sprmg thns crossword”
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Across

3. April 1st Holiday

4. Month of the summer solstice
6. (blank) Savings time

1. 1st of May

8. Lighter than a coat

10. Place to cultivate flowers

13. Another name for “Hay Fever”
15. Baby chicken

16. April (blank) bring May flowers
18. These bloom

Down

1. Rain protection

2. (blank) Season in Iowa- bad weather
4. Colorful candy

5. Predictor of the start of spring

9. Easter Bunny hides these

11. Found on the grass in the morning
12. Month of the spring equinox

14. Christian Holiday in April

17. Spring is one of four
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