Weird month of
Feb-you-ary
-Commentary-

Well, well,
well, it's now
February. I don’t
like February. It
has started off
on a bad note
because of how
cold it is, how
much SNOW

By: Kaitlyn is still on the

Nathem ground, and be-

[Yearbook Editor] cause I just don’t
like the name
February.

I really don’t understand the extra
“R” in the month. It's pointless, no-
body says it, and who has ever heard
of a silent “R"? I mean there’s always
been a silent “J” or some other letter,
but normally that doesn’t happen in
the English world. People don't know
how to spell the month because of the
ridiculous letter. People don’t know
how to say the month’s name, either.
You don’t just pronounce it “Feb-are-
ary” mainly because that sounds un-
intelligent.

The dumb “R” is just one reason |
don’t like February. Another reason is
because of the weird days. Some years
there’s twenty-eight days, then all of a
sudden it feels like having thirty days.
It’s a weird month already because of
it's name, but it just moves lower and
lower on the favorite month scale. It’s
annoying that it can just choose how
many days it has.

February is the worst month out of
all twelve. I think that we should peti-
tion and get the dang “R” out of there.
Maybe February will get warmer and
I'll start to like it a little better but I
doubt it. I have very low expectations
for this high maintenence month.

Marissa Whitney and Breanna Mundorf, both sophomores,
check their news feed in the hallway outside their classes.
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Austin Brown: Broke on Valentine’s Day

Austin tells how his low budget is going to affect Valentine’s Day for him and his girlfriend.

By: Taylor Millis [Feature Editor]

The flow-
ers, the
chocolates,
the date, the
romance, the
expenses!
Valentine’s
Day seems
to get more
Austin Brown, and more
sophomore expensive

as the years
pass. What does that mean for
those with little or no income or
cash who need to make Valen-
tine’s Day special for that spe-
cial someone?

Austin Brown, sophomore, is
jobless this Valentine’s Day, “No,
I should [have a job], but I don't,”
Austin said with a sigh. How does
this affect his Valentine’s Day?
Well he can’t spend as much
on his girlfriend, Emily Meeks,
also a sophomore. He may not
be able to spend much money on
his favorite part of Valentine’s
Day. “Definitely those little heart
shaped gummy candies that Hy-
Vee only sells around Valentine’s
Day.” He has decided to not let
money define the outcome of his
Valentine’s Day. His plans for
V-Day this year are simple, “I'll
probably just hang out with Em-
ilv. Maybe go to a movie or some-
thing,” Sometimes simple is usu-
ally better.

Austin says he thinks that
the average amount people will
spend on Valentine’s Day is $25-
$30, a reasonable amount for a

small holiday, or so one would
think. According to usatoday.
com, the average amount a per-
son celebrating Valentine’s Day
spent was $126.03 in 2012. So
why do people spend so much
on Valentine’s Day? “The reason
people probably spend so much
on Valentine’s Day is probably
because they want to impress a
girl, “ Austin says. For those who
are on a budget, like Austin, they
can spend little and dream big.
Austin has a big plan for when
he has more money to spend, “1
would buy a couple more Chan-
ning Tatum posters and choco-
lates for Emily and if [ had a lot
of money I would definitely get

Austin Brown and his girlfriend Emily Meeks, both sophomores, hang out.

her jewelry.” This year Austin
must forget his big money plans
and stick to his, “No more than
$50,” budget.

So is money a lover’s best
friend, or does it not mean any-
thing more than just more gifts?
Austin says, “[If someone gets
upset over the amount of gifts]
they don’t know the true mean-
ing of Valentine’s Day.” Money
isn’t what V-Day is all about.
“Yeah |money| helps a little bit,
but just spending time with a
boyfriend or girlfriend is more
special than spending money.”
A very favorable outlook on the
meaning of Valentine’s Day.

Social media crazes most teenagers

By: Kylie McAllister [Ads Editor]

People are constantly checking social
media sites during school on their phones.
They get on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
Tumblr, and Path. Everyone can post pic-
tures and change their statuses in sec-
onds. Some can get addicted to these sites.
They think that they need to check their
news feeds constantly.

Marissa Whitney, sophomore, is ad-
dicted to Instagram. Instagram is an app
where users can post pictures and follow
others. “I check Instagram at least ten
times a day,” said Marissa. She joined In-
stagram in August 2012 and has loved it
ever since. All of her friends post pictures
and she “likes” a lot of them. “I just like
photos,” stated Marissa. She finds it more
interesting to look at pictures than read
status updates.

Even though she constantly checks her
Instagram she thinks that she could go a

day without it. “It would be difficult but I
could probably do it,” said Marissa.

A recent study has shown that people
get anxious when they are away from so-
cial media sites. Some think that people
go overboard with checking it.

Breanna Mundorf, sophomore, is ad-
dicted to Twitter. She started tweeting all
the time her freshman year. “I tweet all the
time, literally all the time. I tweeted five
minutes ago,” said Breanna. She tweets
about every five minutes. The only time
she doesn’t tweet is when she is sleeping.

She doesn’t know what she would do
without Twitter. “It is how I vent about my
life and my problems,” stated Breanna.
Breanna is also constantly checking her
news feed to see what everyone else is up
to.

So whether it's Instgram, Twitter, or
some other form of social media, the re-
sults are conclusive that most teens are
addicted.

Follow us on Twitter: @dailypowwow
Or like us on Facebook:
Search “The Daily Powwow”
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2 OPINION

See Claire Nash and Jordan Hansen’s thoughts on re-
lationships in the conflicting story, “The truth: relation-
ships according to Claire & Jordan.”

The truth: relationships according to Claire & Jordan

Seniors Claire Nash and Jordan Hansen weigh in on what they think about the opposite sex and the qualities they look for.

By Claire Nash [Photo Editor]

To me, a relationship is when you're comfortable with someone. You don’t
judge each other. You can laugh about the most random and stupid stuff. Every
time you see them your eyes light up and you get this strange feeling in your
stomach. Everything feels right. But in reality, people look for this and not ev-
eryone can find it, or at least not yet. Or maybe they are just scared to go for it.
People have different definitions of relationships, love, and some sad little souls
don’t even believe in it.

Some of us girls are just as scared as you boys of the “C”
word. I'm talking about commitment. It is a relationship
where you remain faithful. Being committed to someone
is being their personal shoulder to cry on. You put up with
their issues no matter how stupid or hard they might be
to deal with. Some of us are scared of this because we
have been played and have had are hearts broken.
This is why we tend to live the single life.

Trust is a quality that is hard to find in many
people. A person must gain the trust of a person be-
fore they tell them every little detail. [ always have a
guard up when I first meet someone. Then it takes
time for me to get to know that person and let my
guard down, but as soon as | do that I'm usually
stabbed right in the back with a painful knife.

I have learned that the best way to deal with
trust is to tell the new person in your life that
you have these issues and that they are going
to have to be patient to earn your trust before
the relationship gets taken to the next level.
There are various reasons that people have is-
sues with trust so just be patient and wait un-
til they are ready to let that guard down.

Communication is one of the keys to any
successful relationship. Textingisn't enough.
You could say ‘okay’in a text without a smi-
ley face and could actually be sitting there
smiling from ear to ear, but the person you
are texting isn't going to know that. This is
why you need be with them to make it work.
Ask yourself this; are there sparks or no sparks?

Learn how to communicate, it will help you be successful in life & maybe you
won’t end up alone with seventy cats or living in your parent’s basement.

Girls want certain qualities in the opposite sex. One girl might only like a guy
that plays football, has hazel eyes, and brown hair. Another girl might only go
for guys that listen to country music, have a nice tan, and muscles. Well real-
ity check, it’s about a one in million chance to find someone like that. No one is
perfect. Life is not some cute chick flick, even though I wish it were. My dream
guy is Jesse from Pitch Perfect. But if I could choose a few qualities for a typi-
cal guy in my life then these are what they would be: someone who is faithful,
can make me laugh, someone who I am comfortable with and can be completely
weird around, surprises me with Starbucks, and is there for me. So there you
have it boys.

By: Jordan Hansen [Activities Editor]

The movies we watch and the things we see on television often influence our
thinking when it comes to relationships. They show all sorts, but what we focus
on the most are those that develop into a romantic type. These on-screen rela-
tionships often change how we act in our own personal relationships, because
we want to duplicate it. We want our relationships to workout as well as they
do in the movies. Simply put, it’s impossible. Not to say that a good or cute rela-

tionship can’t happen, but it’s rare that something in high school is for an
extended period of time.

One of the major issues that docom most relationships in high
- school is fairly simple. Who really wants to commit? It’s rare to
find someone in this stage of life that wants to make it a long-
term thing. I honestly believe that the majority of people in
high school aren’t ready for a real, committed, relationship.
This, coupled with the fact that people believe they are
ready, cause a lot of unnecessary drama and emotional
pain to an already difficult high school experience.

Along with commitment, the lack of trust can also be
something that can cause lots of problems. It’s fairly dif-
ficult to trust everything that is heard about a certain
person, and with the way rumors spread through the

halls here, it seems to me that not being able to trust
someone is fairly common. With everything that goes on
in high school, it takes a seriously mature person com-
pletely trust another person in that same environment.
People do all sorts of things that could definitely cause

other people to not trust them, and that trust is hard
to get back. In addition, I am of the opinion that trust
is earned, not given. That'’s not something that is al-
ways shown in the movies.

In this day and age, it’s hard to imagine that com-
munication between people could hardly be an issue.
I mean just look at Twitter. You can literally find out
what people are thinking by seeing what their tweets

are- and I absolutely hate it. With a passion. [ mean
of course, call me a hypocrite, because 1 tweet more
than | probably should but it’s where society has
led us. Now is it true that everyone expresses what
they're thinking over Twitter or other social net-
works? No, but it’s common-place. Gone are the days where the
most common way to connect with someone was by face-to-face communica-
tion. Now it’s texting and non-personal communication. Which honestly kills
relationships in the long run, because people will say all sorts of things behind
a screen that they would never say face-to-face.

The most important thing that I think lacks in many high school relation-
ships is the simple lack of maturity. Most people aren't ready for a serious rela-
tionship, and dating someone who isn't ready for a something serious won't sud-
denly make them mature. It's a cold fact of life and even though the person they
might look to perfect in every way, the fact that they aren't ready for something
long-term will kill the relationship. However, as rare as it might be, I still believe
in “high-school sweethearts.” It may be old-fashion of me, but I think that if the
right person comes along, [ will know .

o

I'radi ng p]m'vs
By: Becca Hall [Staff Writer]

Who pays for a date? This 1s a con-
troversial guestion that many think
they know the answer to. Tradition
says the boy should be the one to ini-
tiate relationships, take the chances,
and, of course, pay. The fact is that it’s
not always that simple.

Often times boys find it intriguing
d refreshing for a girl to pay or ask

an
= It shows genuine interest

BLY at.
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;ar..msi'-:;lt or current boyiriend shows
that the girl isn't just mooching and
that she thinks the relationship has
potential. A lot of guys find that ro-
mantic.

WEA, or Women Pay All, recently took

place. This is a dance centered around
the theme of trading places. Instead of
guys thinking of a romantic way to ask

1is date for the dance, the

the girl to
girl asks the guy. Frequently, the girl
also pays for dinner and tickets for the
dance. Many people enjoy this change
of pace. However, one doesn't need a
dance to be the reason to trade plac-
es. Being spontaneous by switching it
up may bring out the smiles in both
partners.
Some peo-

ple are perfectly fine with the way it
is now, and see no need for this new
“trading places” thing. Another set
back is some guys like to pay; that is
what the have been taught a gentle-
man should do and they find it awk-
ward any other way, but this is the
twenty first century! Everyone needs
to keep in mind that the old norms of
dating aren’t always true anymore.
The dating world is changing, and
sometimes, the outcome may be sur-
prising, hopefully in a good way!
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to edit articles without
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of two hundred words
per article and all let-
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and advisor. Turn let-
ters into room 22 or to
any staff member.



The phrase “I love you” seems to be over used.

Read, “Saying | love you a little too soon,” to
learn all about when to use the “L” word.

OPINION 3

Saying | love you a little too soon

Are people saying | love you too soon and for all of the wrong reasons?

By: Haley Shaffer [Social Media Editor]

The list of things that people use the word love
for is endless. People say they love their pizza,
their car, and some people are too in love with
their phone. The word love has been overused to
a point where its meaning has been diluted. One
of the biggest problems with this word is that in
relationships, it can sometimes be said just a
bit too soon. It’s one thing for someone to have
strong feelings for Twitter to the point where
they “love” Twitter, but when it comes to people
it should be taken more se-
riously. The problem is, that
unlike someone’s phone or
someone’s favorite song, £
when people say lloveyouto
another person, the person Call
can actually have feelings AR LR
about it. When people tell

FaceTime Contact

they've probably just never felt this strongly
about someone else before, so they believe
they're in love, even though they've been dat-
ing for two weeks. The problem is, there isn't a
word between like and love. It’s kind of like the
word hate. If someone strongly dislikes some-
thing, they tend to not say, “ I strongly dislike
this.” Most of the time they let the word hate
slip out. People either like someone or they love
them. There’s no word to describe the feeling of
really, really liking someone, but not to the love
stage yet, so people jump straight to love.
Sometimes people only
say I love vou in relation-
ships because the other
person said it, so they feel
obligated. If somecne says,
“I love you,” the other per-
son usually won't just walk
away or say, “cool’. When

their iPod they love it, it’s no
big deal. No one can break

their iPod’s heart, and their
iPod surely can't say I love

melhvgma’tthwgh

Omg 2 days ¥ thmk we
you back. But when some- ‘ need to slow down. You're

a person tells their boy-
GRySOIRINEE. [riend/girlfriend that they
S love them, the other person
} is obviously going to say it
back. But here is where the

!
#

one is telling a persen they
love them, the word takes
on a whole new meaning. It
suddenly becomes more se-
rious and heartfelt. At least
it should.

Most everyone had that
middle school relationship
when they “dated” someone
for a whole two days and the next day they're
dropping the L word on Facebook like it's noth-
ing. But when it comes to high school, people
mature, hopefully, and the word isn't said for
a few months. However, in some relationships,
people are stuck in middle school, or confus-
ing their boyfriend/girlfriend with their burrito
from Pancheros. If two high schoolers are in a
relationship for a week and saying, “I love you,”
chances are, they're not. Even though no one
can really tell someone else that they’re not in
love, usually it's pretty obvious by the maturity
level of the two people. If two people haven't been
in too many relationships before each other, then

real issue is. Should people
@ be saying I love you just be-
cause someone else said it?
Isn't love supposed to be the
ultimate feeling for someone
else? Love is supposed to be
the word that describes the
climax of someone’s feel-
ings. If people continue to
thmw it out there like it’s nothing, then pretty
soon that’s what it will be. Stop saying I love
you for every little thing in the world. Love is a
deep word and needs to be taken seriously.
Saving I love you to someone should be spe-
cial and come from the heart. People shouldn’t
just say it just because. And people should
definitely not be saying it if they've known the
person for only three weeks. People should just
remember that your boyfriend/girlfriend isn't
just some video game or a pair of UGGS, they're
a person. They should be sure that if theyre
saying it, they mean it.

Geeky Pet Peeves
-Commentary-

Whether you're a geeky girl
or a girl-gamer, we've all got
the same pet peeve. The most
annoying thing in the world
is when someone who knows
nothing about videos games
exclaims, “Oh my gosh, I'm
such a gamer!” The ones who
normally say that annoying
By: Alex Estes phrase are the ones who cake
[Yearbook Editor] their faces in makeup and turn

around to say their looks are
entirely natural. Those kinds
of people really peeve me off.

Some may be confused on what makes a girl
a gamer, geek, or nerd. To know what one is, you
must first understand what one isn't. Playing Call
of Duty on easy mode on your brother’s Xbox does
not make you a gamer, and just because youve
seen all the Harry Potter movies does not mean
you are a huge nerd. Being obsessed with Pikachu
or Princess Peach doesn't make a girl a geek.

A girl who is a nerd will have been to the mid-
night release of every Harry Potter book. Yes the
books. A real girl gamer will stay up late into the
night playing The Legend of Zelda, Pokemon, or
Skyrim. Not Call of Duty. When I say nerdy girl, I
mean the girls who make their own costumes for
anime conventions. The ones who don’t take col-
lege classes in high school just because “it looks
good for college.” The ones who actually read books
that aren’t “chick books.” These are the types of
girls that are nerds; they know it, and embrace it,
they boast about it, and not to get boys, but be-
cause they truly love their interests.

These types of girls get really annoyed when
people who know virtually nothing of nerdy and
geeky topics call themselves “massive nerds,” or,
“gigantic geeks,” and for a good reason, too. It’s re-
ally hard to see someone who is uneducated about
your favorite topics say that they are a massive
Harry Potter nerd, or a total gamer girl because
they played the entire campaign in Call of Duty:
Black OPs in one sitting. The campaign isn’t even
long!

The moral of the story is, don’t say you're some-
thing you arent, because it only makes people
mad.

First love & first heartbreak

The perks of being a homosexual

By: Uriah Lekin [Staff Writer]

Being who you are is hard in this
world, and the people in this world
don’t make it any easier. The jokes, the
critics, the hypocrites, and especially
the haters all have their opinions and
seem to not understand how to say it
without hate in the forefront.

Homosexuality has become a two-
sided street in America today. One
side is, “It’s good to be you” and the
other is, “Being gay is wrong’”. Some
would say people choose to be gay,
but really, is there a choice? When did
heterosexual’s choose to be straight?
It's not a choice. Some would call it
a curse and others would say youTe
born this way, but really, other than
that, nothing anybody says convinces
people to believe something they dont
want to hear.

Some gays hide this pain, hurt, and

resentment, and others wish they could
 hide when they have to face those same
emotions. Many gays think, I wish

‘being gay was a choice.” Some still call

homosexuals fag, homo, or gay. Why?
_,eraregayspmgedtobcthe;nnna
cle symbol of impurity and disgrace?
"Nomemayemm ‘that being gay
. dmhmnmigblgﬂtamne shunned

by their parents or family members,
they might lose friends, or even be
struck out at by others like Matthew
Shepard. This gay man walked into a
lounge one night to have a drink and
was drawn by two hﬂE"DSE\.lal mt'-n
who pretended to be gay. They all left
together, but the thing was, Matthew
didn't come back

He was beaten with a pistol
punched, tortured, and then after was
tied to a barbwire fence and left for
dead. Matthew was found hours later
in a'coma by a cyclist who thought he
was a scarecrow. Matthew died days
later in the hospital from serious head
injuries.

Out of all this hurt, pain, hate
crimes, and hate groups, many homo-
sexuals are proud to be gay and are
proud to stand tall for what they are
and believe in. Being gay isn’t a curse,
a sickness, or even a disgrace. It’s a
virtue and a challenge some are giv-
en to be themselves in a world full of
hate, misery, and envy. So really, the
common wish. “1 wish being gay was a
choice,” has changed to, “I'm proud of
who I am.” Having the freedom to be
who you are and having the courage

to»stmdwtnamkiﬁzﬂnfangeraml_--

hatredtruly:s adrmmmetme

By: Taylor Lamm [Opinion Editor]

As most teenagers know,
high school is all about making
memories. Around this time of
year people are with that spe-
cial someone that is in their life.
Some teens have the fantasy that
this person will be theirs forever
and thev will have an amazing
future with them. Isn't this be-
ing taken just a Ii"'e too far for
only being in high schoo

Almost everyone finds that
person to call their “first love.”
For some it can be that person
that they will always remem-
ber and still care for, for oth-
ers it could be the first person
that broke their heart. If the
relationship doesn’t last that
doesn't mean someone has to
nate the other person. Yes, it
mav be upsetting at the begin-
ning, but like everyone says “it
is :::- high school”

Usually the “first love” of
someone’s life is that person’
irst long lasting relationship.
This doesn’t mean the little re-
lationships here and there that
only last for a few weeks, these
are the relationships where the
couple knows everything about
the other person. Some even

or girlfriend. In the end, if this
rﬂlauonsmp doesn't last as long
as they were hoping for it can
leave either one or even both
people heartbroken, maybe even
for the first time.

The first heartbreak can be
one of the hardest parts about
first love. It’s a feeling that is
indescribable. Some might ask
the common qu Ec* on, “what’s
wWrong '.hth me?” constantly
blaming themselves for the end-
ing of the relationship. This
heartbreak can sometimes take
awhile to get through. With the
help of friends and family, it can
be made less upsetting.

The thing to always remem-
ber about first love is that it isn't
the last that they will experi-
ence. It may take awhile to find,
but sooner or later “the one” will
show up when it’s least expect-
ed. Everyone is strong enough to
make it through heartbreak. It
doesn’t matter how long it takes,
as long as in the end there is the
understanding that this is just
one stepping stone in the path
of life and love.




Working out is more than just something to

4 ACTIVITIES

do for Brian Kinney. Read more about him in

“Kinney: more than just in shape.”

The tale of two skaters

What Christian and Tony have to say about skating

By:Taylor Millis [Feature Editor]

5, 6, 7, 8! The first four numbers in

Breiana Brown [Excutive Editor] the language of a dancer. A language
that consists of eight numbers, few

words but plenty of motions and emo-

Christian Ebsen et

Katie Serbousek, freshman, is a

that does skat- dancer who has learned this language.
ing mean to She has danced since she was eight and
you? o dances year round at her studio, The

Dance Company. Katie tells why she

started dance, “It looked like a fun

% thing to try and I fell in love with it

from the start!” Infact she loves it so

much she never gets tired of it. “It’s al-
ways fun for me.”

Loving a sport this much and being
good takes practice, “It takes a lot of ef-
fort and time. But, it’s worth it in the
end,” this dance pro says. “It’s the best
feeling when I finally nail a trick I have
been working on for a long time.” that is
what makes dancing so worthwhile for
Katie. The more time she spends prac-
ticing, the more tricks she can learn and
the better she gets. Dancing is not only
good for learning new tricks, Katie says

it can change your whole that, “Good coordination flexibility, and
so I don’t embarrass myself at school

WefIck 1 Jyou e dom; st dances,” are all benefits to dancing.

get on your board and shred. Katie takes five classes, hip hop, lyri-
cal, ballet, jazz and poms. “My favorite

How many boards have you broken? is poms because I like the type of dance

.“Probab[y ten to fifteen boards.” and the fast music we dance to.” She
practicing to prefect her favor-

-“Skateboard-  ing isn'tjust a
hobby, it's a way of life. You don't
have to be good to like skate-
boarding. Everyone sucks in the
beginning, but when you work your
hardest you will achieve a lot. Skate-
boarding isn't like ever other sport,
like football all you do is run and throw
a ball. But in skateboarding you have
your own style and don't listen to
anyone. It's about having fun,
nothing serious. When you

just step on a skateboard,

Serbousek spins into practice

Her favorite memories are, “making all
my friends and dance recitals.” The ex-
citement and adrenaline from going on
stage with her friends and showing off
her dancing skills is something Katie

will never get tired of. Katie has
so much love for her sport, she
gets upset when people
look down upon : it. “ I don’t
like [when peo- : ple say it
isntasportfjbe- = cause I look

at it as a sport.” Dance takes
strength, mo-
tivation, en-

durance

and deter-

mination.

“Physically

it takes

a lot of

muscle

and

men-

tally you

have to believe

in your- self that you

can do it,” Katie explains.

Dancing is no easy task.
R walks out on

stage and | gets in her first

spot. Ka- tie knows this

performance will be amazing.

They  have been practicing

for  weeks and this is what

Katie and her friends have been

working hard for.

Wh ite tricks, “My favorite tricks Katie Serbousek, The music begins,
& y do yo_u_SKate? 5 are disques and turns in sec- freshman,_does d : Katie counts... 5,
-"It's an activity for the summer and I'm good at it.” ond.” She has a lot of memo- leg extention at ¢ 6,7, 8.

ries from her years of dancing. dance practice.

When did you start skating?
-"About six or seven years ago, since 5th or 6th grade.”

Who's your favorite skater?
-"Rodney Mullen, he created some crazy tricks.” By: Jordan Hansen [Activities Editor]

There are a lot of people who like to
think they're fitness experts. They feel
that by doing P90x or something they
bought online or from a TV ad will give

TO]]‘T r[‘["inll]lf' them a chiseled Herculanean body in

no time flat. Many will quit after it be-
comes too difficult to continue, and
they rest well on the idea that they tried
it and it didn’t work for them. However,
not everyone is like that. Some have a
strong mental attitude and push past
everything holding them back from
what they want to achieve and
have a strong desire to make

What are your favorite skat-
ing brands?

-"Supra, Deathwish, Mobgrip, Ide-
pendent, and Spitfire.”

Kinney: more than just in shape

own workouts since the beginning of
his freshman year. “It's a long process
to develop an understanding, and i've
been picking up things here and there
for a long time. Certain things such
as MetCon’s (Metabolic conditioning) I
take from CrossFit or things like that,
but [ arrange them myself.”

Brian has never had any trouble
finding motivation to go out almost ev-
eryday and push his body to new and
painful levels. “There’s really no substi-
tute for hard work, and my goal is to
outwork everyone else”

Not every- thing that he
does is for him- self however.

. them- Ik, o With a
Did you teach y.ourself to skate? 1 & s e = fmi
-Well, | skated with my older brother's better. bott of
friend when | was little, the they quit so Brian Kin- interest in lift-

ney, senior, ing and work-

| had to teach myself”
loves working out and

improving his body to the
point where he does it six days
a week.

“l work out two to three
hours on the days I workout,”
he began. “But

What'’s your favorite thing about
skating?

- “When you land

a trick and your friends are there to

ing out, many students
have come to him with ques-
tions and he always takes time
to answer them to the best of
his ability. When asked about
his position as the unofficial
leader of the

GREIYPEC WY Yo people get so Brian Kinney, senior, takes his workouts and weight room,
A , L caught up in responsibilties seriously he humbly

What'’s your least favorite th'"g? how long vou're said, “It’s re-
-"Cops are steady hatin'” in the gym- I ally cool,
believe that when you're done, you'll I'm very proud to be looked at in this

~

What trick have you spent the longest on?

way... but at the same time it’s kind



Basketball is the sport of the season. Read, “Engle’s
exciting basketball experience,” to hear all about
how Craig Engle feels about his favorite sport.

ACTIVITIES 5

Engle’s exciting
basketball experience

Craig Engle, sophomore, gives insight on play-
ing up for the varsity boys basketball team.

By: Gage Miskimen [Staff Writer]

Basketball is a huge part of plaver’s lives. Some play
for multiple teams and travel to a variety of places to
play the sport they have worked at their whole lives. A
few even play with other kids who are older and are on
a higher level of experience because they have the talent
to do so.

Craig Engle, sophomore, plays for the varsity basket-
ball team and to him, the season is going OK, “It's going
alright. We are a good team, but we need to get a lot
better.”

Being on the varsity team as a sophomore can be dif-
ficult, but his teammates are there to help him out when
he needs it and to joke around with him too. “Our first
practice, we had water bottles that needed to be taken
to the training room, so they made me take them all.
But usually they just joke around,” Craig said with a
smile. Craig is glad the upperclassmen accept him and
treat him equally. “The guys make it seem like I'm not
a sophomore, but it’s weird seeing my classmates go to
practice at a different time than me.”

Craig has been playing basketball since he was about
four years old. He started the sport the same reason
other kids may join sports. “My dad was in love with
sports and so is my brother, so I started loving sports
too,” Craig said. The reason that he likes basketball is
pretty straightforward, “I guess I'm good at it, but [ want
to get better everyday.”

Student-athletes sometimes have professional ath-
letes that they idolize. “My idol in basketball is Michael
Jordan. I watch videos of him and try to copy stuff he
does,” Craig said. Craig’s life is engulfed in the sport of
basketball. Craig enjoys playing it and working hard and
he’s only halfway through his high school career.

All high school athletics have their ups and downs,
but sports teach valuable life lessons and this can be es-
pecially true if a player is playing up a level. An example
being Craig. There are added difficulties with playing on
a higher level. But there are also benefits. Playing up is a
privilege and something that players of any sport dream
of and are excited to enjov when and if that time comes.
Athletes work their hearts out to get any advantage that
they can have. With hard work and a positive attitude,
they can strive to reach their goals.

Craig Engle, sophomore, shoots hoops ip the gym to
practice his basketball skills in his free time.

Competitive cheer for lowa Elite

By: Storm Bogs [Web Editor]

As she finishes packing for America, she
can only hope that she will be able to cheer
there. She can’t wait to experience it first
hand and see if it is any different from cheer-
ing in her home country.

Rebecca Busch, senior, has been cheering
for two and a half years. “I saw it in movies
and I liked it,” Rebecca said about why she
started cheering in the first place.

Tamara Mull, also a senior, joined the Iowa
Elite cheer squad for a very different reason.
“I wanted to better prepare myself for college
cheerleading,” she said.

The only difference between cheering here
and in Germany is that in Germany there is
only competition cheer. It's very common to
walk into a sporting event at a high school
and hear the cheerleaders chanting for the
athletes, but not in Germany. In Germany
the cheerleaders just perform routines with-
out words, similar to our dance team here
at MHS. Here at Marion though, there is
a cheer team for football, basketball, and
wrestling. There is a huge difference between
Iowa Elite and high school cheer. “It’s a lot
faster paced, both the routine and practice,”
Tamara said. “|The] tumbling and stunting
level is a lot different too.” lowa Elite is a step

up from regular high
school cheer, and the
Elite team is a lot big-
ger. “Were not as close
|on Iowa Elite] as [ am
with the girls here at
Marion,” Tamara said.

Since Ilowa Elite is
more difficult and more
competitive than high Rebecca Busch,
school cheer or competi- senior
tion, the practices are
a lot harder. “[My least
favorite part of practice
is] all the condition-
ing we do, like full run
throughs and condi-
tioning.

Rebecca now cheers
for basketball and Iowa
Elite. “I told my host
family about competi-
tion cheer [in Germany]
and they got in touch
with lowa Elite,” she said. lowa Elite is simi-
lar to the competition cheering she does in
Germany, but she prefers the competition to
Iowa Elite. So, even though she enjoys cheer-
ing here, Rebecca can’t wait to get back home
and cheer,

Tamara Mull,
senior

Wrestlin g wrap-up During the course of this year the wrestling team
has had its up and downs. Coach Jason Haag

said, “Pretty good; we've improved through the year.” He added, “Our best meet was
against DeWitt, even though we lost we still put up a fight.” This is the last season for
four seniors, Grandon, Lochner, Peterson, and Ross. “l wish | had them for one or two
more years, they’ve improved a lot,” Haag said.

s h'h- oaine The girls started the season on a new note with
Girl’s b'ball gains e e
gone really well. It has been a fun and successful season.” He added, “Our best games
were against CPU and on Senior Night against Williamsburg. The team has three
seniors, Combs, Knapp, and Perkins; this will be their last time playing high school ball.
“Its hard to see the seniors go; they worked hard and I'm proud,” said Laube.

Boy’s b’ball improvement

This year the boy’s basketball team has
had ups and downs, but mostly ups ac-

cording to Coach Mike Manderscheid. “[The season] went pretty weil_...we work hard

in practice.” He added, “Our best game was against Jefferson; first time we beat a 4A
team.” This will be the last season for seniors Buckley, Connolly, Davis, Frazier, Gunder-
son, Landuyt, Phillips, Wheeler. “It’s hard to see them go; all we can do is prepare them

for their life,” Manderscheid stated.

By: Uriah Lekin [Staff Writer]

StreetSmarts

Driver

31 9-364-4884 Education

StreetSmartsDriversEd.com

When vou sign-up with a friend!
.. (Must pay by check or money order to recenve discount)

Location: Indian Creek Mall

Room: 131 B
Class Session Dates Days Time
IND-79 2/18-4/3 M & Wed 6:00-8:30P
IND-80 21944 T&Th 6-00-8:30P
IND-£1 4/15-5/15 M & Wed 6-00-9:00P
IND-82 416-5/16 T&Th 6-00-9:00P
IND-83 63 —-6718 M-Th 800-11:00A
IND-84 63 -618 M-Th 11:30-2:30P
IND-85 6/3 —6/18 M-Th 6:00-9:00P
IND-86 M1 -7117 M-Th 8:00-11:00A
IND-87 71 -1717 M-Th 11:30-2:30P
IND-£8 7/29-8/13 M-Th g:00-11:00A

IND-89 729-8/13 M-Th

to register and view other class locations!

Go to StreetSmartsDriversEd.com

11:30-2:30P

We are fuly oensed by the lowa Department of Educaion and the lowa Department of Transportation.
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6 ENTERTAINMENT

Read “ Catching a catfish on the ‘net”
to learn all about the recent catfish
epidemics.

Clingy

By: Haley Shaffer [Social Media Editor]

Most people these days get to know others by social media or texting. It’s
become pretty normal to start a relationship off by simply shooting texts to
each other all day. But what happens when the person someonc is texting
or even dating becomes somewhat possessive? What happens when people
can't wait five minutes for a text back. That's when a person is dealing with a
clinger. A clinger, for those who don't know, is someone who clings to someone
else or for example be-
comes obsessive. They
are the type of people
who worry about why
someone isn’t texting
them back, when in
reality, they’re just in
the shower. Clingers
want to know what
the person they like
is doing, when theyTe By 2
doing it, and most im- =l
portantly, who they're .
doing it with. — s

Clingers aren't just SR
for people who are in .
relationships. In fact, it’s more common to come across a clinger when peo-
ple just have “things”. They occur when people are at the stage of really
liking someone but not yet dating. It's the time when someone can’t get
mad over their crush talking to someone because theyre not dating, but
they also feel a sense of ownership. This is when some relationships tend to
fail because most people want their freedom. For instance, if & girl has guy
friends before she meets a boy, she wants to be able to keep her guy friends.

~ bR o

Stage 2

Needs to Xnow 1

people in relationships may lead to a break-up

If she has to worry about her boyfriend or texting buddy getting mad or jeal-
ous over that, chances are, she’s not going to stick around. There’s a certain
amount of jealousy every relationship should maintain, but when it comes
to the point where people cant hang out with their friends without a fight
breaking out, is when the jealousy breaks it’s limit, A word of advice to those
who are starting relationships: They should make sure to let the person
they're interested in maintain their freedom. If there’s too much jealousy
if someone is too clingy, the relationship is possibly set up for failure.

When dealing with a
clinger, it’s important to be
sensitive with people’s feel-
ings if someone is planning
on rejecting them. Clingers
have feelings too. Sometimes
people are clingers because
they are afraid of getting
hurt and don't want to be
lied to. Sometimes, they are
clingers because they have
been in past relationships
and don’t want to be hurt
again. However, in most re-
lationships when a person
becomes too clingy, the other
person feels suffocated. People should be sure that when entering a relation-
ship, the other person still has freedom. They still have the right to hang out
with their friends weather they be of opposite or same sex. Relationships are
not about changing the other person or overly protecting the other person.
They're about trusting and caring for the other person. Without a certain
amount of trust, the relationship may not last.

- S0
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Stage 3

Follows the other person
round because of fear

f being lied to or cheated
on.

Lt

Calching a catfish on the ‘net’

By: Taylor Millis [Feature Editor]

Dating is tricky. Finding that
someone you want to share your
deepest secrets with isn't easy.

COTThe
o

= =rhits 1 | e
One solution people have con

up with is online dating, which is
natural, considering how much
time is spent on the internet and
cell phones. But, online dating,
while convenient, can be deceiving
as well. It’s easy to hide behind a
screen and pretend to be someone
else. Tricking someone into falling
in love with who they think are
talking to. It's called catching a
catfish.

Catfish are people who create
online accounts on social network-
ing sites and dating sites. They
use fake pictures stolen from other
peoples profiles and use them as
their own. Catfish draw in their
prey and pretend they are some-
one else. They make people fall in
love with them but when asked to
meet, there is always an elaborate
excuse not to, This love affair is
strictly online only.

Some may ask if these catfish
are even a big issue to others.
Some may think they are easy to
spot. But the truth is catfish are

= - P,

So how can someone tell if a
catfish has been caught by some
unknowing person? What are the
warning signs and how can it be
prevented? It may seem hard, but
actually it is quite simple. For
starters, make all online profile
settings private. This way not
everyone’s mother, brother and
dog can see vour photos and in-
formation and your photos have a
lesser chance of being stolen from
your profile. When dating online,
one must be on high alert at all
times, be skeptical of all situa-
tions. If something seems off or
weird it probably is. If the per-
son you are talking to will nev-
er meet up, that is a big red flag
that screams catfish. Catfish are
known for not meeting who they
are talking with because they
aren’t really who they say they
are. So they have to make up
elaborate excuses so questions
aren’t asked. The more elaborate
the excuse the less questions that
are asked, catfish 101. The next
great way to make sure they are
who they say they are is to ask
for them to send you a picture of

themselves with a specific object

Loving proposals on Youlube
By: Taylor Lamm [Opinion Editor]

For most girls there will always be those times where boredom push-
es them to Youtube. Youtube has become the home for many videos
showing cute proposals that always keep you wanting to watch more.
For others, it can be like watching what they want their proposal to be
like. Or maybe for some it’s just the sappy heart-warming feeling they
get from watching the videos hoping that one day they can be just as
excited as the couple on the screen. Below are some memorable videos
of proposals that can be found on Youtube.

[EEE  video: “Best Proposal Ever: A 6 Year Plan!!”

Video: “A Man’s Romantic Proposal to His Girlfriend
on a Dock in Oregon”

200 First Street SE, Cedar Rapids
(319) 363-2995




What movies should you watch this Valentines
day wether you're spending it alone or with
someone? Find out in “Top 10 V-Day movies.”

ENTERTAINMENT 7

Break ups and make ups in Hollywood

Celeb break ups and how Hollywood has become the main place for the super star break ups

By: Uriah Lekin [Staff Writer]

Marriages lasting 76 days due to being incompat-

ible, or just a couple
days are common in
Hollywood. Like Kim
Kardashians marriage
to Kris Humphrey's or
Brittany Spears with
that anonymous guy
she met in Vegas on
a drunken escapade.
These two marriages
that fell apart are two
of the couple dozen
famous ones that you
would find in the down
goes the marriage
expo.

Marriages or even
simple break ups
have caught the eye
of many American’s
in the check out line
aisles. “Oh my God
look what Kristen did!”
That’s one that was re-
cent. Kristen Stewart
the actress that played
famed character Bella

The break up between Taylor Swift and Conor Ken-
nedy caused a little more disruption due to her rebound

List of famous failed relationships:
-Brittany Spears and Kevin Fedderline

-Katy Perry and Russell Brand
-Justin Bieber and Selena Gomez
‘Taylor Lautner and Taylor Swift
Taylor Swift and Conor Kennedy

-Jennifer Lopez and Mare Anthony

-Ann Lopez and George Lopez

-Rihanna and Chris Brown (the first time)
-Kim Kardashian and Kris Humphreys

-Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes
-Christina Milian and The Dream
-Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren

-Reese Witherspoon and Ryan Philippe
-Pamela Anderson and Tommy Lee
-Nick Lachey and Jessica Simpson

to One Direction star Harry Styles. Break ups are a

mess in the Hollywood
world, but its safe to
say they won'’t be com-
ing to an end anytime
soon.

Ashton Kutcher
and Demi Moore have
caught the eye of many
due to this being her
third failed marriage,
or Brittany Spears
and Kevin Fedderline’s
failed mariage and the
chaos that came after,
and or even Katy Perry
and Russell Brand’s
failed marriage it
struck people across
the nation but she
used it to become the
pop break up queen
with her famous song
“Part of me”.

Marriages and rela-
tionships have taken
the back lash of being
in Hollywood but over
all not every single re-

Top 10 V-Day
movies of all time
By: Kayla Comried [Staff Writer]

Valentine’s Day is the perfect
holiday to watch that romance-
movie you have just been waiting
to see. For girls it is the perfect time
to force their boyfriend into watch-
ing their favorite “chick-flick,” and
for guys it is that one day out of the
year that they can actually watch
those movies they may secretly
love without being judged. So this
Valentine’s Day, make sure you
watch your favorite Valentine mov-
ie along with one of the following
top 10 movies of all time to watch
on Valentine’s Day:

1- “Casablanca”

2- “Titanic”

3- “An Officer and a
Gentlemen”

4- “When Harry met Sally”
5- “Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind”

6- “Ghost”

7- “Sleepless in Seattle”

8- “West Side Story”

9- “Jerry Maguire”

10- “Lady and the tramp”

Swan in the Twilight

Saga was caught cheating on Robert Pattinson with the
married director of Snow White and Huntsman Rupert
Sanders. This caused crazy reactions from Twihards
because of the ending of the saga only months away

and this throwing dirt on the movie already.

lationship has failed like Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie,
or Jada Pinkett and Will Smith. Out of those two rela-
tionships that haven’t maybe Hollywood has some hope
for a place where celeb relationships could be success-
ful. But break ups won'’t go out of style for a while.

According to thenewsherald.com

WAMAC Leadership Award: Morgan Kolarik

Gage Miskimen [Staff Writer]

Leadership is a quality
that only a few people ever
achieve. True leaders go that
extra mile. They lead others
and do the right thing, even
when nobody is looking.

Morgan Kolarik, Senior,
A ; was awarded the WaMaC
: Leadership award for her in-
Morgan Kolarik ~ volvement and commitment
senior to student senate. “I was re-

ally happy and honored to

receive it, because not many
people got it.” Not many receive the award, about
one student from every school in the conference.

Morgan was pretty surprised when she was
awarded the honor. “I didn’t even know it was an
award. I guess I received it based off of what [ was

doing and I was pleased to receive it.” For Morgan,
it was just about doing good for the school and
doing her job as a member of student senate. “I re-
ally enjoy being involved in student senate and try
to go to everything I can and stay involved.”

When it comes to advice for students just start-
ing high school, Morgan said, “Do the best yvou
can at everything. It's about the experience and
you meet a lot of people so it’s fun.” When it comes
to the high school experience, for Morgan, it’s just
about being involved and staying involved. “Being
involved is really helpful. It teaches you a lot and
it'’s fun.”

Staying involved is a very important part of
high school and being a leader is a great quality
for anybody to have. Leadership is a trait that can
get an individual far in life. Leaders are needed
in this society today and whoever wants to be a
leader can go out and get involved and become
successful.

The history of Feb. 13th

By: Kiersten Kiene [Design Editor]

1861
Abraham Lincoln

declared president
Jesse James holds
1866 up his first bank In
i , Missouri
1905 Liberty.

Record low of -40
degrees F. in Lebanon,
Kansas

1959 First time the Barbie
Doll goes on sale

1972
“Grease” opens up
on Broadway

-The future is gmlngtg hap

-Why not be smart abo‘ﬁt:.-i’fﬁ J ..

.Free or lowcost birth caﬁt-ra;i:.{f

Make smart choices. Free or low-cost birth control and condoms.
Plus STD testing and treatment. St. Luke's Family Health Center.

text: notnow to 90820
www.FreeBirthControl.org

ST. LUKE'S
HOSPITAL
TOWA HEALTH svsmem
Family Health Center




Q: How long have you been fogether?
A: 1 year and almost 2 months.
Q: Do you like Valentine's Day?
Brandon: Yes, it's an excuse to hang out
with Sidney.
Sidney: | love Valentine's Day! Every-
thing aboust it is adorable.
Q: Do you have any plans for Val-
entines day?

Brandon: | do, but it's a surprise.
= Sidney: Mot quite sure yet.
T @: Do you have any common

K

intereste
A: Tennis, food, favorite color, which is blue.
Q: What is your favorite thing about your significant
othere
Brandon: Her personalily.
Sidney: His smile and personality.
Q: What are you going to do when you/they leave
for college?
Brandon: Mavbe get a Skype and visit each other.
Sidney: Drive the two hours 1o see him as muchias |
can.

Q: How long have you been togethere

A: 5 months.

Q: How did you meet?

A: At a foolball game.

Q: Do you like Valentine's Day®e

Dalton: Sure,

Sydney: Yes

Q@: Do you have any common interesis?
Dalton: We are bolh in sports, like the same
movies, and we are both arlislic.

Sydney: The movie Titanic.

Q: What is your favorite thing about your signifi-
cant olhere

Dallon: She is vary beautiful and she always
makes me smile because of her personality
and everything else aboul her.

Sydney: He is always Ihere for me and is my
best friend.

Q: What do you do when you hang out
logether?

A: Eal, play Call of Duty, and walich

Big Bang.

Q: How long have vou been together?
A: 6 months.

Q: Do you like Valentine's Day?
Andrew: Yes, because of the chocolate
Ariel: Yes, because my boyfriend buy
presents.

Q: How did you meet?

A: Through friends.

Q: Do you have any commen interest?
A: Zombies and Call of Duty.

Q: What is your favorite thing about y
significant other?

Andrew: Her good heart.

Ariel He treats me good. )

Q: How often do you spend fif
fogethers

A: Everyday!

Q: Who pays when you go out togethel
A: Both of us.

Q: Do you have any special plans for |
Day?

Andrew: Yss. gy

Ariel: Andrew is taking me out to dinner

Q: How long h¢

L A: 4 months.
Q; How did yco
A: Eighth grax«
Q: Do you like
Ja

Riley: He
Q: Who p
A: Jacob



lenfine’s

: you been together?

meet?
language arfts.
alentine’s Day?
b: Yes, | reclly don't mind it
ey: Yes, it's fun 1o buy gifts for every-
ne you love.
Q: How often do you spend time
fogether?
Jacob: Couple fimes a week.
Riley: 2 or 3 fimes a weeks
or whenaver Jacobs
not balling it up.

Q: Wnhat is your favorite
thing clbout your signifi-
cant others
Jacob: She's nice o

everyone and Is very smart
and funny.
skes me laugh and he's very caring.
/s when you go out fogether?
3ys.

~r

Preston: He's as st

Q: How long have you been fogether?

A: 2 years.

Q: Do you like Valentine's Day?

Ryder: A little, | don't like how people fake it
80 seriously.

Nyssa: Yes, | think it's a fun day.

Q: Do you have any common interestse

A: Baking, Pokemon, kiltens and video
games.

Q: How often do you spend fime together?
Ryder: Almost every day )

Nyssa: We hang out affer school and on the
weekends.

Q: What is your favorite thing aboul your signifi-
cant otherg

Ryder: Her sweet smile every fime sh
makes me feel 50 loved.

Nyssa; His sense of himor,

Q: Do you get along with their families?
Ryder: Yes, very well,

Nyssa: Yeah, they are nice, especially his Gram-
Gram

Q: do you have any plans for Valentine's Day yet?
A: Yes, but we aren't sure on exactly what we'll do.

see'sme, it

()
(
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Many seniors have very different plans and

10 ’ENIOR IN I ERVIEW‘ goals for their futures. Read below and on page
' ' 11 to lean more about these interesting people.

Name: McKenna Bloomquist
What are you going to miss most about
Marion?: “Soccer, Mrs. Herman. Mr.
Trilk and nothing else.”

Quote or piece of advice: “Let life
happen.”

Plans for the future: “Attend Kirkwood
to be a teacher.”

Name: Morgan Kolarik
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “My friends, teachers
and the atmosphere.”

Quote or piece of advice: “Go
confidently in the direction of your
dreams.”

Plans for the future: “Attend lowa
State University major in Dietetics
and minor in exercise science,”

Name: Mariah McSweeny
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “The JV All-Stars
with Big Bertha (Morgan Kolarik) and
Slim Shady (Mitchell Matias.) Oh and
Whitney Lakose... I guess”

Quote or piece of advice: “If you ain't
first. you're last.” -John Viner

Plans for the future: “Go to Kirkwood
for two years, then attend Palmer
College of Chiropractic.”

Name: Mitchell Matias

What are you going Lo miss most
about Marion?: “My friends, teachers,
and Tun classes, Also, the JV All-
Stars with Big Bertha and Big Booty
Judy, and Cross Country.”

Quote or piece of advice: “lide

vour kids, hide your wife, hide your
hushand.”

Plans for the future: “To attend the
University of Iowa to study medicine.”

Name: Peyton Meier

What are you going to miss most about
Marion?: “Seeing my friends everyday.”
Quote or piece of adviee: "Don’t worry
about what people think of you. it’s not
like you're going to be around them
I‘;If'l"vi'l'_‘hL

Plans for the future: “Go to school at
lowa State for biology then move to
California or Florida.”

Name: Ashtyn Miller

What are you going Lo miss most
about Marion?: "My friends, cheering
and the football games.”

Quote or piece of advice: “No regrets,
enjoy it while you ean.”

Plans for the future: “Go to
Kirkwood to be a vet tech.”

Name: Sarah Mork

What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “Cross country, Mrs.
Logan, Ferg, and 800 repeats.”
Quote or piece of advice: “Everybody
is a genius, but if vou judge a fish

by it’s ability to elimb a tree. it will
live it’s whole life believing that it is
stupid” -Albert Einstein

Plans for the future: “Drake or
Simpson or University of Chicago to
study in a pre-med track and double
major in English.”

Name: Laurynn Mossman
What are you g’t;ing Lo miss most
about Marion?: “Rainmaker,
freshman baskethall with Naomi,
Aubrey and Leah Pedersen.”

Quote or piece of advice: “Why wait
for the storm to pass when vou can
dance in the rain?”

Plans for the future: “Attend lowa for
Pediatric Nursing/Pharmaey.”

Name: Tamara Mull

What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “Friday night football
games, All the cool teachers and my
friends.”

Quate or piece of advice: “Do things
early so you're not stressing the night
before. All-nighters are not fun.”
Plans for the future: “Attend
Kirkwood for two years then transfer
to ISU to major in Civil Systems
Engineering and minor in business.
Cheer the entire time.”

Name: Claire Nash

W hat are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “Dostal. Jackie, Miss
Bremer, Eicher and the rest of my
journo babes expecially Hales and
the Taylors and last but not least my
friends.”

Quote or piece ol advice: “The

best nights are usually unplanned,
random and spontaneous.”

Plans for the future: “Go to Hawkeye
Cormmunity for 2 years then transfer to
UNI o get a Bachelor’s degree in phys.ed.”

Name: Karen Nguyen
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “My main kitties
Courtney Zeets, Sam Williams,
and Carlee Tope. My main cats Ms.
Ramaekers and Me Imerfall”,

Quote or piece of adviee: “Can I get a
meow!”

Plans for the future: “Be a cat.”

Name: Dalton Ott

What are you going Lo miss most
about Marion?: “Nothing, | miss
Linn Mar;) and Triston and Brandon™
Quote or piece of advice: “If you can
be good at one thing, be good at lying
because if you're good at lying, you're
good at everything.”

Plans for the future: “To go to
college and also play football. After
graduating, look into grad school.”



Many seniors have very different plans and goals
for their futures. Read below and on page 10 to

learn more about these interesting people.

Name: Christian Palmer
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “My beloved fiancee
Kim Spurlin.”

(Quote or piece of advice:

“Don’t be afraid to ride the
lightning.”

Plans for the future: “Kirkwood then
Towa State for Zoology.”

Name: Rachel Pearson
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: *Seeing my friends
evervday,”

Quote or piece of advice: “Girls,
dressing immodestly is like rolling
around in manure. Yes, you'll get
attention, but mostly from pigs.”
Plans for the future: “Go to
Kirkwood to be an ultrasound tech
and eventuallv marry my farmer
friend:”

Name: Amy Pedersen

W hat are you going to miss most about
Marion? “My friends in band and choir
who are like family to me.”

Quote or piece of advice: “No matter
what the weather, always bring your
own sunshine.”

Plans for the future: “I'm going to
attend the University of Towa and major
in Ellgﬂiail =

Name: Aubrey Pedersen
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “Rainmaker and
Laurynn Mossman.”

Quole or piece of advice: “Have fun
in high school because next thing vou
know. it'll be over.”

Plans for the future: “Attend Luther
college and major mn Nursing.~

Name: Leah Pedersen

What are you going to miss most about
Marion?: “Rainmaker, Fowler. track
meets and Laurvnn Mossman.”

(Juote or lrim-l' of advice: “Life 15 hke

-

Plans for the future: ~

atate ln|'|'r'|r||||'..'|'._i||\'-;| 5. herorme
and FBI agent and join the National

Guard.”
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Name: Paige Perkins

What are you going to miss mosl
about Marion?: “All the teachers
who believed in me and helped me
through.”

Quote or piece of advice: “Fall down
seven times, stand up eight.”

Plans for the future: “Play basketball
and softhall ar Loras and major in
premed.”

Name: Dakota Peterson
What are you going to miss most
about Marion?: “Jack Serhousek,
Nick Kramer, and Deanna Lala”
Quote or piece of adviee: “Not. My.
Problem.” -Jason Haag

Plans for the future: “Go to the
University of lowa and get my

degree.”

Seniors: If you are given a senior interview form, please
fill it out and turn it in to the journalism room in the
senior interview box. Thanks to everyone who has
taken the time to fill out and turn them in. It is greatly
appreciated. :)
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The Snow is back! Have you gone sledding yet?
If not, find out where to sled from, "Slushy sliding
sledding places.” Be safe and enjoy!

Last minute places to get that perfect Valentine’s Day gift

Find great deals and places for Valentine’s Day lovers, and hear what some MHS students think of amazing Valentine’s Day deals.

By: Kayla Comried [Staff Writer]

lucky for them their are still
many places with deals.

The first thing to get is
some flowers. It just so hap-
pens that Valentines day is
the most popular holiday to
buy not only roses but any
flower. At frugal flowers lo-
cated in Marion rainbow tu-
lips can be delivered to the
loved one for only 29.99 or
roses can get delivered for
only 3999, but make sure
to call soon unless paying
for same day delivery isn't
a problem. Another place to
get great deals on flowers is
flower delivery express. Here

February 14th, 2013

VALENTINE'S
. DEALS

Chocolate

they deliver an assorted daisy vase for only 25.99 little bit more advanced then places like Kay Jew-
they also deliver roses for 49.99. These places are elers, Ginsberg Jewelers, or Zales. So go to these
just two of the many places that deliver on val- places and get that special person some pearls.

So with that love filled day quickly creeping up
get out there and get that gift!

entines day so be sure to call now and get those
flowers.

Is the last day Flowers

Cupcakes are another thing that can be pur-
chased on valentines day. A great place to get these
Did Valentine’s Day come too fast leaving peo- is Take the Cake Gourmet Cupcakery. They have
ple without a gift for that special someone? Well lots of valentines day cupcakes. So make sure you

go there today to
get some before
they run out.
Lastly, jewelry
is a great thing
to purchase on
Valentine’s day. If
the cheap route is
chosen, Walmart
is a great place
to get. They have
great jewelry for
super cheap pric-
¢s, and this jew-
elry could easily
spark a new re-
lationship. If the
relationship is a

“| look for good
deals on chocolate
because what’s nicer
than getting a big
box of chocolate on
Valentine'’s Day?”
-Riley Peters, ‘15

“I look for deals on
flowers because
everybody likes

flowers.”

-Jacob Davila, ‘14

“Shoutout to Bobby: |
want chocolates and
flowers!”

-Tessa Jordan, ‘16

Slushy sliding sledding places

By: Claire Nash [Photo Editor]
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It is very easy to find. This hill is just the right
size not too big or too small.This is a very
bumpy place to sled at. It does have a few

trees though that a person could potentially
run into so be careful.

This hill is located over by the trail and football
field in Marion. It is the best place to go for
beiginners. The walk up the hill isn't horrible at
all. It is a very smooth ride down.

This is a very treacherous and bumpy hill.
It's steep and very tiring to walk up, but
the ride down is so worth it.

Buying flowers in Cedar Rapids

By: Storm Bogs [Web Editor]

There are many traditions re-
lated to Valentines Day. One of the
most popular traditions is giving
and receiving flowers to loved ones.
Buving flowers can be a very easy
task, but should be arranged well
before the holiday. If someone waits
until the last minute to buy flowers,
the process can be very stressful
and sometimes it might not even be
possible to buy flowers after a cer-
tain date.

There are a lot of different plac-
es to buy flowers in town. Flow-
ers could be bought in a pre-made
bouquet at Walmart, or they can
be hand picked to create a unique
bouquet at places like Flowerama.
It all depends on how much time
someone has and
how creative they
want to be with
the bouquet.
Some other plac-
es to buy flowers
in Cedar Rapids
or Marion include
HyVee and All
Seasons Weeds
Florist. Flowers
can even be deliv-
ered to a place of the
work or a home,
if an appoint-
ment is made in

time. Surprising Beautiful
a boyfriend or Homes,
girlfriend at work Affordable

with a beautiful Living
bouquet of flow-
ers is a great
Valentine’s Day
present.

Flowers can
be very expen-
sive, and not a
lot of people can
afford them. Es-

Proud to support

Marion Indians!

lot. Some great, cheap alternatives
to buying flowers are candy, mak-
ing DIY flowers, or going out on a
cheap date. Candy is pretty cheap,
especially if its bought in bulk, DIY
flowers are the cheapest option. A
gquick Internet search or looking
around on Pinterest are great ways
to learn how to make DIY flowers.
They can easily be personalized to
accommodate the likes of each per-
son. While a cheap date on Valen-
tines Day isn't ideal, it is cost effec-
tive and may be the only option.
Buying flowers can be quick
and easy or stressful depending on
when it's done. If it’s not done in
time, then it might not be possible
at alll There are plenty of places
around town to buy them too!

MES

. e?fnmzs?eopté’g

640 Marion Blvd., Marion
(319) 377-4863

Open House at Grand View
5410 Wabash 5t. W, Cedar Rapids

(319) 390-5242

pecially around
Valentines Day,

www.HamesHomes.com

prices of flowers
can increase a

Satisfied customers since 1969



Do you miss the days when you used to get Valen-
tine’s from you classmates? If you do, read

“Cooties Crushes and Candies!”

FEATLIRES 13

Clayton’s Valentines Day blues

Valentine’s Day is an upsetting holiday for some students

By: Taylor Lamm [Opinion Editor]

Around
this time of
year most
people  are
making
plans for that
special day of
being in love,
but him. To
him, this day
is just anoth-
er day to re-
mind him that he is single. Just
the thought makes the day a lot
less enjoyable.

Russell Clayton, senior, really
despises Valentine’s Day. Russell
has gotten to the point where he
has given up trying to do any-
thing special for the day. “I don’t
like how people seem to get too
worked up and too sensual and
they don’t even know if they will
be with each other from now on,”
Russell stated. He has always
wanted to make sure he would
spend his Valentine’s Day with
someone special, even if he has
to wait.

This Valentine’s Day Russell
will have special plans for the day
but not like everyone else. “This

Russell
Clayton, senior

year 1 will be at’ regionals for

bowling, best Valentine's Day of
my life... as long as I do well”
Russell said. He's very glad he
will be able to spend the day with
people he enjoys being around,
and people who he knows will
make the day go by faster.

There is one thing that has
caused Russell to become so
hateful towards the holiday. “Be-
ing best friend zoned, when in a
relationship I look for best friend
first, lover second,” he said. This
is a feeling that can always end
up upsetting a person. It can be
very frustrating to some when it
is constantly happening to them.

No matter how much Russell
hates Valentine’s Day, he’s pretty
confident that he would like it
better if he had someone to spend
it with. “If I was in a serious re-
lationship I'm sure I would enjoy
Valentine’s Day, if | was in a rela-
tionship just seeing if it will work
between someone and myself |
wouldn’t like it as much,” Rus-
sell stated, “but I do like seeing
how happy the couples are, and
I hope they will stay that happy.”
This gives him confidence that
one day he will come to like the
day of love, Valentine’s Day.

Teachers: When I was seventeen

Kylie McAllister [Ads Editor]

Chris Martin

Mary Weber

Pete Messerli

Mr. Martin

What did you want to be when you grew up?
“An engineer.”

Where did you work?

“I worked in the cemetery, on the grounds.”
What is your best memory?

“Game winning shot in basketball.”

What did you do for fun? “I played sports and I grew up
in a small tow so there wasn’t much to do.”
What kind of car did you have?

“1978 Toyota Corolla, four door and gray.”

Mrs. Weber

What did you want to be when your grew up?

“A teacher.”

Where did you work? “I worked for my dad. We had a
potato farm so I helped with sorting and shipping.”
What is your best memory?

“Going skiing with a bunch of friends.”

What did you do for fun?

“I played volleyball and ran track and field.”

What kind of car did you have? “An old for d that my
father let me drive on rare occasions.”

Mr. Messerli

What did you want to be when you grew up?

“A professional golfer.”

What is your best memory? “When my basketball team
coached by Coach Laube got the school’s first winning
record in over ten seasons. We were 17-7 and got to the
substate finals.”

What did you do for fun? “I played sports, went to sport-
ing events, and hung out with friends and my brothers.”

Cooties, Crushes, and Candies: Corny Questions and Answers

By Claire Nash [Photo Editor]
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Q@: Do you miss getting Valentines like we did back in

| elementary school?
Hl L: "Yes, it made me feel loved but now | don't get

| any."

| Q: Are you a romantic?

| &: "No, not really."

%L(Q: Who is your celeb crush and why?

\A: "My celebrity crush is probably Zack Effron. He is

still g

lextremely hot and is amazing at everything he does!” _

i e

w What he said.

@: Do you miss getting Valentines like we did back in
elementary school?
"Wait are you implying that I'm the only one that

jets them? kidding* Sure | miss it."

a Romantic?
ranti OHbsolutely!”



What do your fellow peers think about
Valentine's Day? To find out read
“Pros and cons of Valentine’s.”
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Relationships: going the distance

A freshman couple doesn’t let long distance get in the way for them.

Becca Hall [Staff Writer]

Lying on her bed, Katelynn Chalstrom
picks up the phone and dials his num-
ber. She knows that the guy she is call-
ing isn’t from the cedar
rapids/Marion  area.
She smiles as he an-
swers the phone and
says, “Hi, Julian!” and
the conversation be-
gins.

Katelynn, fresh-
man, is dat-
ing Julian

they first started dating, and they are
still going strong. Some advice Katelynn
would give to anyone looking to get in, or
anyone currently in, a long distance rela-
tionship would be, “Make sure it’s where
you want to be and don’t let the distance
get in the way.”

When Katelynn and Julian get time
to be together, they usually watch mov-
ies and cuddle. “We don't see each other
often so we have to get out cuddling in,”
She laughed. Katelynn loves to go bowl-
ing with Julian when they get a chance
to go on dates. They have a
lot of fun together.“He is the

Katelynn Wilson, who “.:.don tlet the kind of person that is fun to

Chalstrom, lives in Ama- distance getin peina relationship with. He

freshman na. Amana is the way.” does anything to help you
about forty- -Katelynn out,” Katelynn blushed.

five minutes away. This is and
extra complication in their re-
lationship. Many high school-
ers complain about how little
time they have to hang out with
friends and go on dates with their girl-
friends or boyfriends, but Katelynn and
Julian have to subtract driving time from
the amount of time they can hang out.
Being in a relationship can be hard,
but even more challenges arise when you
don’t even live in the same town. Today’s
technology is making it easier and easier
to meet people and maintain relation-
ships from all over. When Katelynn Chal-
strom met her current boyfriend, Julian
Wilson, at a wedding, they didn’t know
they would end up having something spe-
cial. They realized that they were family
friends and they formerly knew each oth-
er as little tikes. Katelynn’s parents are
very supportive of her and Julian's re-
lationship. It has been six months since

Chalstrom, ‘16

Julian and Katelynn’s re-
lationship gives hope and
inspiration to other couples,
both long distance and short
distance. Being able to work
around complications and “bumps in the
road” is a good asset to have in a rela-
tionship. This is what keeps the two to-
gether.

Surprisingly, Katelynn actually pre-
fers a long distance relationship. The
only thing she doesn’t like is they don’t
get to see each other as often. According
to Katelynn, long distance relationships
have many unknown upsides, “I think
you connect on a more emotional front-
line than a physical one.” Says Katelynn.
She also believes that, “if you don’t see
them as often your relationship will last
longer.” Though some may see long dis-
tance as a disadvantage, Katelynn and
Julian like it just fine. The obviously
know how to make it work well, too.

Jordan and Kaela’s fun Valentine’s Day

By: Haley Shaffer [Social Media Editor]

As Valentine’s Day approaches, happy
couples make plans for the special day.
Even though Valentine’s Day is supposed
to be a day for showing how much you
love someone, most
people don’t take
it as serious as
someone’s  birth-
day for instance.
For most couples,
Valentine's Day is
simply a day to re-
mind each other
how much they
care about one an-
other.

Jordan Comried,
junior, has bheen
dating Kaela Halv-
erson, freshman,
for a little over five
months now. “I like
her because of her
personality, face,
eyes, and she is

caring,” Jordan
said.
Jordan said

that typically their Jordan Comried, ‘14, and his girlfriend
dates are pretty Kaela Halverson, ‘16 spend time together
laid back. “Usually and take pictures at Jordan’s house.

we play zombies or

eat ice cream,” he

commented. For Valentine’s Day however,
Jordan plans on stepping up a little bit.
“We're going to go to a movie and to din-
ner.” Even though that type of date seems
cliché, it's actually a pretty expensive date
considering for two people to even get into

a movie it’s about $20. And then add din-
ner and a gift, (if they choose to buy one.)
“I think that $50 the limit to spend on
Valentine's Day,” Jordan said. More mon-
ey is usually spent for Christmas presents
or on birthdays because they are seen as
a Dbigger deal.
Valentine’s Day
is simply a day
to for Jordan to
show Kaela how
much he loves
her and for Kae-
la to do the same
for Jordan.

Jordan is ex-
cited for Valen-
tine’s Day be-
cause he knows
he will be able to
spend valuable
time with his
girlfriend. What-
ever Jordan and
Kaela end up
doing on Valen-
tine's Day, Jor-
dan knows that
they will have
a blast because
they will be to-
gether, and that’s
better than any
movie or gift.

Remember that
Valentine’s Day isn't about how much
money someone spends, it's about being
with the person that makes everything
better. It’s about showing someone else
how much you love them and how much
they mean to you.

Pros and cons of Valentine’s

By Gage Miskimen [Staff Writer]

Valentine’s Day is a holi-
day with mixed-emotions.

Some people really enjoy it

while others don't care for it
at all. But there is good and
bad is for everything and
Valentine’s Day is no excep-
tion.

There are some things to
really look forward to dur-
ing the holiday. “I love the
candy!” Exclaims DeLaney
Fisher, freshman. Candy
is a big part of Valentine's
Day and Eli Frazier, sopho-
more agrees. “I like all the
chocolate, and seeing the
matches on the matchmak-
er things.”

Not everybody looks at
Valentine's Day positively.
Bobby Vanderlind, fresh-
man, knows his least favor-
ite part of V-Day. “Having to
buy stuff for people.” Bobby
informed. Samantha Liv-
ingston, sophomore, had a
caring outlook on the day.
“The worst part is probably
the lonely people that don’t
have anybody to celebrate
the day with.”

Valentine’s Day can be
a big deal to people, or for
some, it doesn’t matter at
all. DeLaney doesn’t think
it’s a big deal. “No, because
you waste money on flow-
ers you can’'t keep.” DeLa-
ney said with a laugh. El
also thinks along the same
lines. “1 don’t think it's a
huge deal. Maybe it is for

some people” Samantha
has her own opinion. “I
would say it’s a big deal be-
cause recognizing love and
relationships is a huge part
of everyone’s life’s.” Rela-
tionships have an impact
on people’s lifes. People
have relationships with ev-
eryone they meet, whether
it’s “love” or just a friend or
even someone they met for
five seconds, those people
have the possibility to effect
the individual’s lives.

When people think of
Valentine’s Day, the first
thing that usually comes to
people’s minds are couples
and relationships and stuff,
but can single people enjoy
Valentine’s Day too? Bobby
doesn’t think so. “No, be-
cause Valentine’s Day is just
‘another day’ for single peo-
ple.” Eli disagrees, “Yeah,
single people can still have
fun and hang with friends.”

Whether you like it or
not, Valentine’s Day is a
holiday that is noticed and
celebrated every year. Ev-
eryone has their own pros
and cons that go along with
it and reasons that they like
or dislike the day. Valen-
tine’s Day can be a fun day
for anybody. It just depends
on what each individual
person thinks of when Val-
entine’s Day comes around
every year. It depends on
the person’s attitude and

Marion H.S. Online Special
get a large one-opping, breadsticks,
and 2-200z sodas for only $16.99!

Order online at www.papajohns.com



Valentine’s Day isn’t always great. To read

about a Valentine's Day disaster try.
“Terrible tragedy tearing teens apart on FE AT“RE’ 15
Valentine’s Day.” :

What does Valentine’s Day mean to your fellow classmates

Marion students answer the question “What does Valentine’s Day mean to you?” Find out what classmates had to say.
Breiana Brown [Executive Editor]

“It’s really stupid beause it makes
single people feel left out.”
-Abe Flecksing, ‘13

“Ain’t nobody got time for that.”
-Karen Nguyen, “13

“Valentines day is a cheerful day to
celebrate with the ones you love.”
-Jacob Klostermann, ‘14

“Valentine’s day is about giving
and recieving chocolate and
seeing who your secret admirer
is.”

-Mickenzie Kack, ‘14

“To show somebody how much you
love them.”
- Devin Quinn, ‘15

“It means love and happiness and it
brings people together.”
- Kylie Cooper, ‘15

“Time to show your love for the
people you care about.”
- Caleb Stekl, ‘16

“Spending time with family, friends,
and the ones you love.”
-Bayley Fuller, ‘16

Terrible tragedy tearing teens apart on \alentl ne’s Day
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Welcome to the back page! Enjoy a fun
Valentine's Day crossword, Fun Facts, And play
“Where's the student?”
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Drew Proska, 14

In the, “Where’s the Student?” game, the objective is to search for

a fellow Marion student in the crowd picture to the left.
See if you can find the student before your friends an!

1. What lonely people do on Valentine’s Day
9. What you say “I do™ to

11. Represented with a heart

12. February 14th

13. Without a significant other

14. What is spent on Valentine's Day
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13
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14
Down
Across 2. You make these to ensure you have a place

Lo eal

3. Female companion

=

i. Male companion

5. Chocolate candy’ act of affection
6. Baby with arrows

7. Candy of Valentine’s

8. Have petals

10). Number on a calender

Word Bank

RESERVATIONS
CRY
KISS
SINGLE
GIRLFRIEND
LOVE
PROPOSAL
BOYFRIEND
VALENTINE'S DAY
MONEY
DATE
CUPID
CHOCOLATE
FLOWERS

Brought to you by funfactz.com

\nts have graveyards.

There ia a Hello Kitty
themed hospital in Taiwan.

\!e'vl':- \lu[lni.-ni_\
maoney is {It'iilil"-i
in a year, than real
money printed
throughout the

\u}l'll“

Driver Education inc
REGISTER NOW « RightWayDriverEd.com!

Driver Education Classroom Instruction in Two-weeks
Call Stacia @ 319.350.1733

Upcoming class dates:
CV-1 March 11-23
CV-2 June 3-14
CV-3 June 17-28
EHC-2 July 8-19
EHC-3 August 5-16
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