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By: Elizabeth Smiley [Staff Writer]

Everyone is an individual. People are all un
own ways. Not one person is identical to another. Although
people are all unique, not everyone expresses their individ-
uality as much as others. One person that feels individuality
is extremely important is Rachel Wiesenhofer, sophomore,
“Individuality, to me, means being your own person and

#r so unique is her personal style. Rachel’s style typi-
cally consists « of colored skinny jeans, animal |:|I'ints. colorful

'?_.u G 1-1 her eve and her wacky. 1ea~.fc! hairdos.

e more or less used to her unique

T Darcnts a

ng thev had to aqjust to. I M .!C:_..:-I'.*..L.'

come around. Rachel explained. “When most |

me and the way I'm dressed they are shocked. Som

diverse. Just be your own person.”

Rachel feels that she doesn’t need inspiration to be
unique, “That’s just how T am, T don’t want to dress like
everyone else, or be who I'm not. I'm not going to pretend to
be someone else, if I plr‘irndtrl o }w someone clse, I would

ame to hate who I trv . This is just who I am and it

Rachel feels it is important to stay truc to yourself and

not worrying about what others think.”

Rachel hasn't always attended Marion.

mterest of hers.

One thing that most people notice about Rachel that

Until
freshman year, she attended a school in her hometown in
Missouri. Rachel currently isn't involved in any sports or
school sponsored clubs, but she doesn’t feel that's a personal

ple think it’s cool and some people just don't say anything
Shocked is my typical reaction.” Rachel is one girl that is
proud of whom she is and dares to be different. pmpic warry too much about wha

According to Rachel, our school does lack individual-
ity, for the most part she feels that everyone has a rather
plain style and dresses with their “clique.” She commented,
“People should want 1o stand out and make our school more

her

Rachel exclaimed,

L}ul L WOITV abDoi
say or think of you. If you don't care wha
you or what they say about you, life wall in a lur rmore inter-

esting, and interesting is always fun.”

one of the biggest
n is the fact that
think.

other people

ther pr‘m:-;lq‘-

they think about

Creative titles are overrated, so this article doesn’t have one

Well the holidays are over. College football long
gone. Super Bowl wasn't overly super. And that
stupid squirrel thingy Phil didn’t see his shadow.
What else is new. Bottom line is, all the good
parts of winter are over (No I do NOT consider
Valentine’s Day to be a good
part of winter). All that’s left
is cold that just makes you
angry, snow that gets uglier
each time it falls. and day-
dreams of spring Anyvway
that’s enough negativity for
awhile. I'll trv now to &
on a few of the more positive
aspects of life.

The journalism class
By: “aﬂ._ﬂamd recently made a video and
[Photo Editor]  placed it on the World Wide

Web. It’s on YouTube and we have about 140
views (only 126 of which are ours). It’s perhaps the
worst six minutes of anything in the entire history
of everything. But in case you are interested it’s
there for your viewing pleasure.

-Commentary-

Okzy I've been thinking this for awhile and I'm
just gonna go ahead and say it. The school should
install a petting zo0. Just think about. Little rab-
hits, puppies. a goat or two, heck maybe we get our
own Punksatonkamonkey Phil. It would drasti-
cally reduce stress in the building, raise the level

of cute/cuddliness and even prowvide some oppor-
if we need

tunities for scholastic enrichment. Sav
something to dissect in blolug\_. we hay
options just a few feet away. Joke. I apologizs
to say 1L

The older you get, the wiser we as humans be-
come. We learn certain things that truly can {_-".
be acquired though experience. | have come to the
following profound realization: while eating, if two
foods taste good to me by themselves, then they
will taste good together. I know what you're think-
ing, “Oh okay, yeah. doubt that you moozle. How
bout mayonnaise and chocolate cake?” Ya know
what? It’s not that bad. I am being perfectly honest
when I tell you that I have never come across two

foods, condiments etc. that | like and not enjoyed
them together. My challenge to you is to try this,
keeping in mind that you MUST like both of the
food components.

Hehehe I'm typing this on a regular kevboard
and I just got out my phone which has a mini key-
board and typed on that and it was really funny
cuz it’s like a little mini keyboard hehehe. Umm
(cough).

I'm sorry for the following paragraph. I have
received numerous requests to mention people m
this commentary (no, I'm not sure why anyone
uould want to be associated with this either,) In

an attempt o quiet these individuals T offer this:
I— on Thompson, Austin Hanna, Ben Holub,
Corey Kramer. Again, I am deeply sorry for that.

Well there’s a bit of food for thought, though
these parncular thoughts contain the equiva-
lert —.._'1:::_{..1] value of a mouse pad or a dirty
hoe, which probably would not taste good if
you ate them together. I'm kinda interested in the
mouse pad though E.\L(EI]PHI I have one right here!
mmm._._mouse paddy....
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Two thumbs up for new changes to M

New additions to the school look to
make positive changes to an already
outstanding high school

Editorial

Improvements are being made all throughout
Marion High School, as well as the district as a whole,

With a new science wing on the way, as well as talks of

a new middle school and wellness center, the facilities
here are soon going to be positively top notch. Com-
bining this with great people, success in the classroom,
athletics, and the fine arts, Marion is rising to be one
of the premiere high schools in the state.

Many times editorials negatively dwell on what is
wrong. This issue, The Fox staff has instead decided
to point out the great things about our school that all
too often are taken for granted.

You may have noticed the signs beside the front
drive outside of the high school that read ‘the Marion
Way’ and posters; which can be found in every class-
room explaining this slogan. You may also have
noticed the four mysterious pillars being built right
outside the front doors, which when finished, will dis-
play the four pillars of character. These motions, by
both administration and student leadership. illustrate
the intention to emphasize integrity in every situation,
which is vitally important. It may be seen as clichéd
and unnecessary on the surface, but it is a very tangible
culmination of many equally noble ideas and inten-
tions. Once it is completed, visitors to the school will
see these character pillars before anything else. This
is an outstanding message to convey.

The new science wing will be an incredible addi-
tion to our school. Classroom space is currently at a

premium, with numerous instructors required to
be nomadic, affectionately referred to as “cart
teachers.” It will also add convenience to the
science curriculum, with improved lab settings,
cquipment, and storage.

The $500,000 physical education grant will
create countless new opportunitics.  'With in-
creased resources new equipment is able to be

purchased and upgrades made to existing items.
The prospect of a high schoal having a wellness
center is unique and exciting,

Nice facilities are nothing without success,
and this hasn’t been and issue as of late. Almost
every athletic program competes from confer-
ence championships and state appearances year
in and year out. Not many other schools can
boast this accomplishment. Our theatre produc-
tions continue to be first class, with a conference
champion speech team. The music program as
a whole i1s excellent. There is no need to go into
much detail about all of these things. Marion
simply has success.

Above all Marion has great people, who take
great pride in their school. This can be found
all
community support. People who consistently
do the right thing, coupled with friendly people
who care combine for an outstanding high school
atmosphere. This is a unique thing that is not
commonly found.

Owerall, in almost every aspect, Marion has
established itself as one of the premiere high
schools in the area. It’s hard to find another high
school that can match what we have here.

iroughout faculty and students, as well as

i

Abave: The new display cases located in the hallways of the high
school hold positive quotations to live by.
Below: The newly added pillars in the front of the school which are

pillars of character.

Kirkwood Community College
is the right choice for many

reason the to not attend Kirkwood.
There are just as many students that
know what they want to do with their
life and what they want to major in
as there are kids that have absolutely

Kirkwood Facts to Consider:

By: Samuel Kiburz
[Design Editor]

As a community we are very lucky
to have a nationally ranked junior
college in the communities reaching
distance., There are numerous ad-
vantages to attending a community
college before attending a major uni-
versity or a small private college,

One of the many advantages to
attending Kirkwood Community
College is the cost. The average cost
of the state universities, in lowa, is
$15,000 a year. Most of the private
schools range from $20,000-340,000
per vear. Kirkwood’s tuition is just
under $4,000. Each credit hour cost’s
$132.00 compared to a university
which cost’s $500.00 a credit hour.
The private colleges cost up to 81,000
per credit hour. Kirkwood is the way
a student can save up to $30.000 in
student loans.

Many of the students that graduate
from high school that go to Kirkwood
attend because they are unaware of
their major. Why waste thousands of
dollars on general education classes
that you can take at Kirkwood from
almost a tenth of the cost.

Another of the major reason that
many graduating seniors attend Kirk-
wood community college is because
of the location. Kirkwood’s main
campus is located near the Eastern
lowa Airport or over by Prairie High
School: Many of the graduating se-
niors live in Marion and aren’t ready
to live on their own. It is available for
the students that still want to continue
loving at home and still feel as if they
are still attending college. It is also
very inexpensive to live at home with
vour parents through the two years
at Kirkwood.

Along with the many reasons to
attend Kirkwood there are also many

no idea about college and a potential
CATEET.

Kirkwood Community College
has a very pleasant looking campus
but it also has its downside. Many
students that go to college don’t bring
their cars. Well that isn’t really a
problem at any other college but it
is a problem at Kirkwood because of
the location. Kirkwood's main cam-
pus is not within reach of any major
shopping center or grocery store. So
many students are in need of a car to
get around to get the necessities to live
their life normally.

There are many different opinions
about attending Kirkwood some good
and some bad. No matter what anyone
elses opinion attend the college that
fits vou best. For some a community
college and for some graduates belong
at major university. When choosing a
college do what’s right for you.
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New restaurant quickly

becomes tilted topic

The Tilted Kilt’s quality of food and service certainly isn't
the reason behind the lure to this new restaurant.

By: Patrick Tiernan [Editor-in-Chief]

With the opening of a new restaurant
comes interest. Interest in what type of food
is served and more importantly the quality
of the establishment. This past December
a new restaurant came to Cedar Rapids
called Tilted Kilt. The restaurant is adver-
tised to serve Scottish food, but upon ar-
rival one will notice the only thing Scottish
is the decorations. The restaurant simply
uses the name to be able to have their fe-
male employees, which dominate the res-
taurant, wear skimpy_skirts accompanied
with low-cut shirts. Most of the items on the
menu are traditional American dishes and
certainly not the reason for the restaurants’
popularity.

The items on the menu could best be de-
scribed as a combination of Ruby Tuesday
and Red Lobster. Though these traditional
dishes are what many prefer to foreign and
exotic tastes, it’s disappointing that the res-
taurant is so domestically dominated.

The quality of the food is decent and 1
can say | enjoyed the deliciously seasoned
French Fries. The Barbeque Bacon Burger.
a commonly served meal at restaurants, was
generous in proportion but lacked flavor. 1

“Their outfits
are a little too
revealing,”
-Kaylee
Fletcher, junior

“It's taking ad-
vantage of our
women who are
underage!”
-Emily Clayton,
senior

doused the patty in ketchup and was very
disappointed. The second time I visited to
the restaurant I went with the Barbeque
Chickerr pizza. Believe it or not this meal
was the exact opposite of the Bacon Burger,
[ thought it was delicious but it did not curb
my hunger. Those accompanying me on the
trips seemed to enjoy their food but no onc
was blown away. So as far the food goes, it’s
not a wasted trip as long as you can stand
the other huge aspect of the restaurant, the
outfits.

As I mentioned earlier the female servers
are forced into wearing skimpy outfits that
are meant to lure in male customers. In my
two trips I didn’t see one male or decently
dressed server. These outfits make it very
uncomfortable for customers of both gen-
ders and allow the restaurant to maintain
a healthy customers base while lacking in
service, food quality, and originality. For
myself, and many others I've talked to, the
outfits are just not acceptable attire for a
restaurant setting.

So il vou're looking for some traditional,
average tasting food while being surround-
ed by under dressed women look no further
than Tilted Kilt. To some it’s the perfect
combination, but it’s just not for me.

*I don't think its ap-
propriate because of
how the waitresses
have to dress. It's
just not somewhere |
would like to eat.”
-Troy Wirtner, junior

“As long as the
women working

I'm fine with it.”
-David Ransford,
senior

there are fine with it,

Self expression

By: Haley Berry [Staff Writer]

[attoos are a very popular fashion statement
throughout American. Now take a look at your high
school. They are also becoming quite a trend here.
Clearly not everyone is the legal age of an adult. How
do they have tattoos? Having a tattoo under the age off
18, without parents consent, is not wrong by any means.
it is just not ethical, or really known to be; “normal.”

Obviously, the law states you must be 18 to be an
adult and do most things on your own, without your
parents consent. Having a tattoo under that age
though, should be completely restricted. The law does
not require that sort of permission, does it? No. So,
where do we as teens cross the line? If your parent is
not there with you at the time you're getting ink on
your skin (that will be with your for the rest of your life
you should have no right to that tatteo. You do if you're
18, because you're considered an adult. But are we al-
lowed that sort of freedom if we are not 18? No, so why
are minors allowed the right to a tattoo?

3\“"15‘"’1’ LA‘ ng, somc Dl UD € may sce Lattoos as n: l‘-l\
gross, obscene, or just plain cl:.-qu;lmg. Others would

say they are some sort of gang sign, a way to be racist,
or being harmful to vourself and others. Mavybe even
some others would consider the tattoos cries for atten-
tion, or a distraction for those around. Other pt’t‘-plf
also see tattoos as individual, or a brand of personality.
All sorts of tattoos could mean different things. How
would you know? Someone with their forearm covered
in ink that’s not considered “normal” could get many
discrete reactions walking down the streets. But to the
person themselves they have a life story behind that
tattoo. Therefore tattoos for individuality is a very
good thing, and should not be looked down upon no
matter the shape, size. or color.

Tattoos of course, show much individuality in a per-
son. They are a perfect way to express yourself. Also
having a tattoo under legal age shows much bravery.
Having a tattoo is actually not that bad at all. Looking
at some can be very interesting, and make you wonder
how someone could be so talented. Also when seeing
cute crosses or hearts, all those little tattoos put you in
the, “Oh that's cute, | want one™ kind of mode. It's per-
fectly fine to have a tattoo, the only question is, should
you!?

As much individuality a tattoo shows, it just doesn’t
ight to get them. Tt is not ethical, Even

give minors the r

if the minors fe the right. it's not a deci-

| theyv have

;él.fﬂ the Yy should be able o {El.l}'u'. It \EIL'l.'Iilfl be
their parents or guardians. Also, as much as we try to
put all of the blame on the minors, the professionals
should consider that unacceptable. Professional tat-
too or picreing places should not be giving tattoos to
minors. Minors do not have the right to do what they
want, legally, so why do tattoos get an exception with

such a long lasting effect?

up Lo

“| probably won't get
one but I'm not of-
fended by [tattoos]”
-Nathan Mulholland,
freshman

“As long as they don’t
have that many tat-
toos, it's ok”
-Chelsea Wendling,
freshman

“If you want one go
ahead and get one, |
don't care.”

-Mitchell Osborn,
junior

“It depends on what

it is and what the size
is.”

-Kim Delancey, junior
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Tanning has many negative effects

By: Elizabeth Magorian [Staff Writer]

vour complexion.

tan but still be healthy and
1. It’s a louion that you put on
" ravs that are a good way as well.
= it’s much safer.

c and clear up acne,
side effects that can
ken in with great

extra oil. This cz

There is also an alter
safe at the same time. T
and can tan your skin.
It’s a lotion that you put on and can 1z

So even leugh “fake baking”
there are serious consequences to consider. There are a m
develop both short term and long and for this reason it must be |
carc.

[ ne sxn s Dol ¢

To a lot of people tanning is just a way 10 get a great tan but do these people think
of all the other things that tanning can do. Yes. it might give you a good tan but there
are also some down sides about tanning, I think that tanning is okay but if you over do
it then it can have serious side effects

Tanning has several effects on your skin. According 1o the website www.skincancer.
org, tanning is the skins reaction to UV (Ultra Violet) Radiation. The color comes
from when your skin is exposed to UV. rays. There are cells called m -ovtes which
produce a brown pigment which darken the cells. Even though you become tan
it can also cause photo aging, wrinkles, sagging skin, spots, and of course ski
Do you really want to get all of these damages to your skin just to get a tan?

A lot of people think that all the affects will show up right away but really they
might not even show up for years. So those who are teens that tan don’t think
long-term damage it can cause. Teens have a greater risk of all the causes due to th
fact that they are still growing and that
will increase the rate of skin cells. So they
arc more prone to the dangers ol tanning.

Some tanning lotions that are used also
increase the risk of skin damage. Lotions
with accelerations make it worse. The ac-

can ]I‘.l'”}l'”-! NIOET

N CAncer.

Facts about fake-baking

Fact #1: Being exposed to UV

rays on a consistent basis without celerator is a wayv that yvou make your tan
sunscreen will dramatically increase go quicker, by trying to speed up the pro-
your chance for wrinkies! cess your making i her risk of skin

damage. Protection { wr eves is also
very important. Those who 1an frequently
are more exposed to the threat of cataracts
and corneal burns from the exposures to
UV. Rays.

Although tanning has many bad effects,
there is a positive side. Tanning is said to
possibly be another cure of acne. Acne de-
velops mainly when a person’s face is too
oily. The extra oil causes your pores
and thus blemishes develop. When you use

Fact #2: Teens exposed to large
amounts of UV rays are more at-risk
than adults because their bodies are
still growing.

Fact #3: Accelerating tanning lotions
actually increase the risk of cancer.

dors call

3 J'Q 303 0':?: 'n.r’lf ,—ﬂwé" ;(
ron wirth wow and your perent/ go

H"A. P TO0T.

Fact #4: The risk of contracting cata-
racts and corneal burns is largely

increased with direct UV exposure.

o clog
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'Take Charge: what the group does for you

Junior Zulema Verduzco tells about
her experience in Take Charge and
how Take Chargers are able to help
and inspire others.

By: Haley Berry [Staff Writer]

Take Charge is yet another group here at MHS that

Not only does the Take Charge group do activities
to make their “no more smoking” point across, they go
to schools in our district and try to explain why it’s best
to say no to drugs and alcohol. “I love going to younger
kids,” Zulema added, “It’s also kind of hard, because since
they are a different grade, we have to make the informa-
tion easier to understand.” There is nothing more exciting
than little kids reactions, especially when
vou could be changing their lives, forever.

fers students the chance to influence and as Zulema puts
it, can give you, “a really good feeling.” Being in Take

Charge may also give opportunities to think twice before
making wrong decisions. So if educating others about the
dangers of drugs and alcohol is intriguing to you, while
also keeping yourself educated, give the group Take
Charge a shot.

involves students willing to take time out of their day to go It feels really good inspiring them, it's

talk to teens and children about the affects of drugs and
alcohol. While there are dozens of students in the pro-

like we are helping them make decisions

to be better people

gram, one member who truly puts her heart into the pro- The group Take Charge also has a

rrami yain of . r sreat Amenican Spi Out or G A5 .0 day

gramis i | eTOUD T i

Zuler - / asins, “G.AS.0 is in Apnil,

s Rk als < = 5 spend a whole day trying
Ihis 3 - ke people stop smoking, for just one

vy i 7 dav.” Zulema also mentoned, “We also

try to get people to stop chewing, like 1
said, just for one day.” Take Charge also
takes their group around Marion schools,
such as Starry, FMI, and
Vernon to give facts about smoking and

ntations to get their point
across. One of the activities this
vear included their half time show :
on February 5rd. The group wore Emerson.
black T-shirts, to represent how : : :
many people died during the time Chc“l_nll.i’f- "7-‘0”’1{““1"“_ we go to schools 1o
give facts, and other times we even have a
track meet for them.” Zulema explained.
It 15 very important to her i
Charge team because, “Wel

of the first half. They also blocked
off a whole section at the game, to
again, try and get a point across.
Zulema explained, “At half time,

we went down and gave facts 8¢ PeOpie 10 Stop.

Zulema Verduzco,
junior

ahout tobacco.” Being in Take Charge i1sn't all fun and

This year was not their first big
event though. Last year the Take

games. There is a lot of preparation, time,
and thinking that goes into the activities
and presentations. Zulema elaborated,
“We have pizza meetings, and decide
who is deing what presentation and when,
It gets really hard too, when people miss
the meetings, or just skip them all togeth-
er.” Zulema also explained to be in Take
Charge you have to be very dedicated
about putting your heart into it, and de-
scribes it as her, “habit.”

Take Charge is a group that does many
big things, for people big and small. It of-

Charge team did a lot of restaurant sit-ins. “We all went
in to Maid Rite, and took up the smoking section, so no
one could really smoke.” Zulema exclaimed, “It was just
weird though, because to get to the non-smoking section,
you had to go through the smoking section.”

Someone who feels strongly about limiting smoking,
Zulema is excited about the new bill Iowa has in tact for
not smoking in a restaurant. “I think it’s awesome now
because we can walk in to a restaurant without having to

Take Charge member Zulema Verduzco tells facts about tobacco at the
half time boys’ game vs Benton Community on February 3rd.

S.0.D.A keeps Shelbi
making good decisions

By: Casey Burns [Staff Writer]

smell smoke.”

Preparation for the rest of your life

By: Patrick Tiernan [Editor-in-Chief] a week and receive two grades in the class, one
from Mr. Fruehling and one from their employer.
This incorporation of the classroom and job site is
an aspect that Mr. Fruehling enjoys, “My favor-
ite part about teaching the class is seeing the stu-
dents at work interacting with the public. Every
now and then you get a student who works at a
job that has made it into a good career. That is
rewarding.”

Roughly twelve students participate in the
class and deal with familiar classroom aspects
like worksheets and homework. Besides on-pa-
per knowledge, though, students experience and
learn things that go beyond textbooks. “A couple
of things will hopefully come from this class; one
I hope that they find a job or career that they are
truly interested in, perhaps they find out some
things that make them decide that a job they
thought they were interested in is not for them, but
most of all I hope they can use the skills that are
taught in the classroom at their job site and learn
from those experiences to make them employable
in the future.”

Students participating in the class have held a

One of the most important things a class can
do is prepare a student for their next step in life.
Whether it is supplying them with the knowledge of
a particular subject or improving life skills, teach-
ers work hard to make
their curriculum multi-
dimensional. One class at
Marion that strives to fo-
cus on students’ lives after
high school is the M.O.C.
(Multi-Occupational
Cooperative
Education) class taught by
Mr. Fruehling.

This group, which
meets every other day, is
a class dedicated to help-
ing students with their
inevitable futures after
high school, their career. Mr. Fruehling explains
the basic goal of M.O.C, “The class teaches stu-
dents job seeking, job retention, and career skills
that may not get taught in other areas.” Mr

Being involved with multiple activities and not putting yourself out
there is a way to stay away from the drugs, al-
cohol and other temptations that high schools
have.

Shelbi Hudgens, senior, has been involved
in SODA all four years of high school and likes
to be involved. She tries to attend the activi-
ties, “as many as possible,” she said.

There are some things that have to happen
to-plan for the activities that SODA members
are able to go on. “We decide what things we
do after post prom and how to fundraise forit,”
Shelbi commented.

If you are trying to get away from drugs or
help yourself stay away from drugs and alcohol,
SODA is something that could help you, but isn’t guaranteed. “Soda
does not help as much as having will against drugs and alcohol,” she
said with strong will.

There ways to keep yourself from doing illegal things. “I don’t put
myselfin situations where I would be around it. And also being in a lot

Shelbi Hudgins,
senior

Mr. Fruehling
M.O.C teacher

Eyuchling b taughe variety of jobs including worl-:lin,E al’ H?a:\-’crf. -afl of activities,” she -::Kpressed., ]
the class for several Pl 3 area banking insti- It takes noth- ing to be in SODA,
}-;-qu e N i “This class teachers those skills that ev- tution, Menards, and it is really 1getagreat Sense  funiobein. Shelbi
claborates, on its im-  €ryone needs in looking fqr_ and keeping a ti;ill-g -...Lllwi'f:lg got involved from o_f ,re_sponsibility and  her friends. “My
portance, “This class  job; it also offers opportunities for students \-mr,;i;\-'; 3% ‘Tl"'_"rds o .l; it's just a lot of fun a'?‘L Sl fo
teachers those skills {0 do a job shadow and do some extensiVe  fy,cling alo re. | xou can .«;‘:ﬂ being able to hang ‘j:}‘]‘m'“:‘lﬁ;:“:;‘t )
that everyone needs 2 ] . BR : : : g : Ly ES

reer exploration, alled an inc i - 0> o outwith my friends,” .1 sopa =
in looking for and & 4 R e atggont being  involved y with SODA. I

-Shelbi Hudgins, of
senior

where a student
was placed in a
banking position
and is now one of the executives of the same com-
pany.

So even though this vear’s class is already un-
derway, there’s always next year for the excellent
opportunity of M.O.C. As Mr. Fruehling so well
explains, “All students can benefit from learning
[the skills taught in the class].”

-Mr. Fruehling, M.O.C. teacher responsibility
of fun being able

my friends,” Shelbi

ot a great sense
and it’s just a lot
to hang out with
pronounced.

Whether you are thinking about being in SODA or want to but
don’t really want to go to a meeting, go. A reason is, “because it is fun
and freakin’ amazing,” she said with laughter.

And even if you are considering being in SODA, join and see what
it is like and you won’t want to quit this fun and entertaining club that
helps you stay away from illegal things.

keeping a job; it also
offers  opportunities
for students to do a job shadow and do some ex-
tensive carcer exploration.”

Though the class is similar to others at MHS
with the hour and a half time slot and on campus
classroom location, there are particulars to the
class that make it unique. Besides spanning two
semesters, there are a required number of hours
on the job site. Students must clock in 12 hours




5

ACTIVITIES

February 18, 2009

Winter sports recap: preparing for State

By: Patrick Tiernan [Editor-in-Chief]

Girls b’ball

proud of Conference

title; now aspire for State berth

The Marion girls’ basketball team came
into the season with high expectations and
so far has certainly proved themselves.

With a record of (19-1) and a 16-0 record
in the WaMaC West the girle’ basketball
team is working on another terrific season
and is ranked 3™ in Class 3A. With a 43.7
field goal average as a team the Indians
have outscored their opponents by an av-
erage of 20.9 points per game. The girls
are currently on an eleven-game winning
streak dating back to their lone loss against
Dubuque Wahlert. As a team, Marion is

Leading Scorers (per game)
1. Morgan Paige (19.2)

2 Brittany Fish (10.8)

3. Sam Rinehart (10.4)

Leading Rebounders
1. Sam Rinehart (8.11)
2 Morgan Paige (6.95)
3. Alli O'Neill (4.82)

Leaders in Assists
1. Morgan Paige (4.53)
2. Brittany Fish (3.37)

averaging 34.2% from behind the arc and
64.6% from the free-throw line. The team
has a clinched an outright WaMaC West
Championship.

Postseason for Marion goes as fol-
lows Districts on February 18" against
Maquoketa, Regional Semifinal on
February 21" against the winner of Center
Point Urbana and Apamosa, and the
Regional Final on February 24". A win
in all three stages would put the Indians
into the State Tournament in Des Moines,

which lasts [rom March 2™ 1o the 7°

Varsity Boys b’ball ready to
prove a point in postseason

It's been another terrific season for the
Marion boys basketball program. With a
record of 15-4 the team is looking forward
to postseason play. The team has only lost
two games to 3A competitors and the other
two are to 1A undefeated Cedar Rapids
Kennedy and Cedar Rapids Jefferson.

The Indians have climbed up to as high
as five in the state 3A rankings. Senior
Amry Shelby leads the team in scoring
with 21.8 points per game and is followed
by Levi Lynott at 10.2 and Kasey Semler

Leading Scorers (per game)
1. Amry Shelby (21.8)

2 Kasey Semler (9.8)

3. Levi Lynott (9.7)

Leading Rebounders
1. Levi Lynott (5.22)
2 Matt Barnd (3.44)
3. Amry Shelby (3.29)

Leaders in Assists
1. Levi Lynott (2.63)
2. Amry Shelby (2.54)

at 9.6. The Indians as a team are averag-
ing 62.6 points per game and have scored
1174 points total.

Postsecason play starts on February
23rd with Districts against Washington
Iowa. With a win against Washington the
Indians will look to play the winner of the
Williamsburg, Clear-Creek Amana match
up. The next step would be to play the win-
ners of the District 10 bracket and then fi-
nally the State Tournament which begins
Class 3A play on March 10th.

Corey Kramer, junior, soars to the hoop while

Morgan Paige, junior, drives past a defender
during an away game at Vinton Shellsburg.

3. Sam Rinehart (2.53)

attempting to avoid a Columbus defender.

3. Dalton Combs (2.13)

Girls bowlina relvy on teamwork

One team flying under the radar this winter
is the varsity girls bowling team. With an overall
record of 8-1 their eyes are focusing on a proba-
ble state tournament appearance. The team has
beaten their opponents by an average of 490 pins
per game and boasts a team best overall score
of 2499 pins. Senior Brooke Post, who carries a
175 average per game, leads the Indians. Brooke
also has the season high game of 231 and the
season high series with a 392. Coming in behind
Brooke is Melissa Noe with an average of 163
and Alicia Hasbrouck with an average of 160.

The team will compete in the Regional
Tournament on February 21% against teams
including Camanche, North Scott, and West
Delaware. Marion will be one the 28 class [A
school competing across the state. The compe-
tition is at May City Bowl in Cedar Rapids at
one o'clock for interested spectators. With a vic-
tory at regionals the team will automatically ad-
vance to the state tournament in Des Moines on
February 28", The team can also qualify if they
post one of the two highest pin totals of teams
that didn’t win their regional. Members of the
team can also individually qualify for state com-
petition by either winning a region or posting
one of the next eight highest scores.

“Qur goal as a team for the rest
of the year is to go to state.”
-Melissa Fager, junior

“The team has accomplished
our goals so far but are next
one is to win substate and then
to maybe win state.”

-Laura Jurgens, junior
Best Averages

Highest Games Highest Series

1. Brooke Post- 175

2. Melissa Noe- 163

3. Alicia Hasbrouck- 160
4. Laura Jurgens- 154

4. Stephanie Loesel- 154

1. Brooke Post- 392

2. Melissa Noe- 371

3. Melissa Fager- 360

4. Alicia Hasbrouck- 357
5. Rachel Reid- 338

1. Brooke Post- 231

2. Melissa Noe- 201

3. Alicia Hasbrouck- 193
4. Melissa Fager- 192

5. Laura Jurgens- 191

Ups and downs for boys bowling

It's been an up and down season for the
Varsity Boys Bowling team. Carrying a 4-3
record the Indians have experienced both the
sweet taste of success and the bitter taste of los-
ing. After starting out the year with a very re-
spectable record of 4-2, the team has dropped
their last three contests. The team has en-
joved victories though against teams including
Waterloo Columbus (2739-1477), North Tama
(2945-2532), Oelwein (2802-2652), and Tripoli
(2809-2522). The Indians have beaten their op-
ponents by an average of 528 pins and in their
losses only lost by an average of 173 pins. The
high game for the year goes to Jacob Scadden
with a terrific game of 246, Greg Bys sits second
with a 243, and Cameron Schlotfeldt third with
a 236. Jacob Scadden also has the highest series
on the year with a 484.

The team’s postseason kicked off with
Regionals on February 14" at Plamor Lanes in
Museatine. Marion competed against eight other
teams at the regional competition and was one of
the fiftv-two class 1A schools looking for a state
berth. After regionals the next step for the team
would be the state tournament on March 7 at
Plaza Lanes in Des Moines.

“The team's goals for the re-
mainder of the year are to go to
state and win, obviously.”

-Kyle Barry, junior

“| want my team to be good

sports and to keep going and

get to state!”

-Jeff Stutterheim, senior
Highest Series

Best Averages Highest Games

1. Jacob Scadden- 191 1. Jacob Scadden- 246 1. Jacob Scadden- 484

2. Zach Nielsen- 190 2. Greg Bys- 243 2. Cam Schlotfeldt- 464
3. Alex Brice- 187 3. Cam Schiotfeidt- 236 3. Greg Bys- 453
3. Mike Carter- 187 4. Alex Brice- 233 4. Zach Nielson- 435

5. Greg Bys- 186 5. Zach Nielsen- 223 Alex Brice- 424

Well it’s been another successiul sea-
son for Marion High Sch Wrestling.
With an ninth place finish out of sixteen
teams at the WaMaC Tournament the
team is taking it one step at a time. The

District meet was last Saturday at Cedar
Rapids Washington and pa mis
who finished in the top two are
on to the state competition on Feb
18th-21st in Des Moines. On the
the team compiled a record of 10-7 in-
cluding a big win over rival Benton. The

Alex Conway, senior, fights to escape his
Waterloo Calumbus opponent. Conway
ended up winning the match with a pin.

Wrestlers take it one pin at a time

WaMaC Results

Ist Place: Alex Conway

2nd Place: Austin Weisinger
3rd Place: Curtis Ette

5th Place: Ryan McSweeny
7th Place: David Glover

8th Place: Garrett Fortner

Best Season Records

three Indians that are having the most
successful seasons are WaMaC cham-
pion Alex Conway, WaMaC runner-up
Austin Weisinger, and 3rd place finisher
at WaMaC Curtis Ette. Conway holds
= 34-1 record, Weisinger is enjoying a
record of 32-4, and Ette has a record of
25-3. Conway also celebrated his 100th
3 pin this season. Following those

r Alex Conway: 34-1
Austin Weisinger: 32-4
Curtis Ette: 25-3

Ryan McSweeny: 27-13

Scout Morehouse: 24-13

three In winning percentage is junior
Ryan McSweeny at 67.5% and sopho-
ut Morehouse at 64.9%.

MOre 5C
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By: Samuel Kiburz [Design Editor] Rowe hosts the show, which is focused on Mike travel- animals that have fallen into the animal pits. That's

How many television shows out there are educa-
tional and entertaining? Well when it comes down to
it, there really isn’t that many. Many would think there
would be more but there aren’t. Why is this? Its thought
1o be due to the take over of reality television includ-
ing many dating shows. Many are sick of the same old
shows playing over and over again with the same con-
with just

IT vou're out there surfing the stations looking for

cept different people.

ional and fun/interesting to

watch, then channel 29, or the Discovery Channel
should be at the top of the Lisi. Because n

Discovery

it also has shows where lez

it only 1s the

fi3ll
iuil O

channel

taking pl.-u o

Some of the best shows that are currently on the
channel include Man vs. Wild, Dirty Jobs, and How It’s
Made. The best show on the network is Man vs. Wild.
Why is this the best show? Because of its vast content,
one moment the host could be teaching on to how the
get out ol sticky situation and then the next moment
he’s teaching the viewer how the catch a snake. The
host’s name is, Bear Grylls. Bear is a highly trained sur-
vival expert. During any of his shows he could be try-
ing to navigate through a labyrinth of a rain forest or be
Jumping off a cliff into a raging river. When this show
is watched it’s not for only the outdoors enthusiasts, it’s
also for those looking for a shows that teaches you as
well as entertains you.

Man vs. Wild isn’t the only that show that catches
many viewers fancies. A little show called Dirty Jobs
is equally entertaining or maybe even more. Mike

ing around the country looking to do the dirtiest and
he have to find
these jobs and then tell all of America about them, he
has to involve himself with the job, and become famil-

toughest, jobs out there. Not only does

iar with it. Some of the best jobs that he has done are,

being a chimney sweeper, a shrimper, mosquito control
officer or and animal rendering officer in the tar pits of

L.A. The show main focus is letting America know that

The Discovery Channel has many shows played all hours
of the day including Dirty Jobs featuring Mike Rowe and
Man vs. Wild with Bear Grylls. These shows range greatly
in variety, allowing for a lot of entertainment.

there are a lot of dirty jobs out there that someone has
to do, and that someone might even be you. By far the
dirtiest job that Mike has donc is one of the fairly newer
episodes of the current season running. That job is an
animal rendering officer in the tar pits of Los Angeles.
These tar pits have been in a park in L.A. forever. The
point of this dirty job is that, someone actually has to
go into the pits and excavate it out, and find all the

T37s |
na

and Mike does the manual labor job whole-
- Recently they have found the fossil of extinet
animals in these tar pits.

vy interesting show is How It's Made.
s a show that is focused on showing the

hearted]|

Another ver
How It's Made i
viewers how everyday products are made. It goes [rom
the beginning of the manufacturing to the very end.
There have been many different episodes that have
aired, anything from how to make a computer chip
how to make the perfect potato chips. Almost every-
thing has been highlighted on this show and they are
still going strong,

With the progression of the network, new shows are
premiering almost every year. The
Discovery’s line up is, One Way Qut. The shows main
concept is for escapologist, Jonathan Goodwin to break

newest show on

out of bizarre contraptions and dangerous-situations.
One of the newest episodes airing now shows Jonathon
withstanding the force of a spinning barber chair at-
tached to a ATV. Once he gets off the chair he has
to walk through a patch of broken glass. There 1s one
small area in the broken glass that doesn't have glass.
The point of this segment is to see if there is anyway
that he can figure out a way to make his body not feel
dizzy and be able to walk only on the part that has no
glass. He tries many different ways, most of which put
more cuts on his feet then less.

The Discovery Channel is not the most popular net-
work on the airways but it’s progressing to be a very
important one. With its combination of entertaining
shows and educational programs the network is becom-
ing a fighting force. The Discovery Channel will sure to
entertain the viewer in some way.

The Bachelor
continues to
entertain on ABC

By: Lauren Jilek [Feature Editor]

Flipping through channels, almost anyone can find
the hit reality shows on any network. Whether it is a
game-show feel, everyday life, or a dating show, it is
definitely out there. Dating shows are extra popular
these days and almost any way you can think of hap-
pens on these shows to find a potential partner, even ifit
means sending your mom on the date for vou.

One of those popular shows, in its 13th season. is
The Bachelor. On this show, twenty-five
country are all brought to a house to com-

women from
across the
pete for the man’s love. The show follows the bache-
lor as he eliminates a few women every episode. The
women go on group dates or one-on-one dates in order
to get to know him and if he likes her, she will get a
rose, securing her place in the house until the next Rose
Ceremony. In the end, the goal is for the bachelor o
lind the woman of his dreams. In the end, one woman
is left and the bachelor has the option of proposal or just
a request for commitment atter the show ends.
Although the
the bachelor and his new love interest, only one bach-

show is iniended to be beneficial for
elor is still with the woman he chose. This man was
from the sixth season and was recently married. This
does not include the latest bachelor, Jason Mesnick,
who is continuing his hunt now every Monday at 7pm
on ABC.

Owverall, the audience of The Bachelor has reached
nearly ten million viewers and has stayed pretiy solid
throughout the seasons. This led to a spin-off, The
Bachelorette which premiered in January 2003, The
first season consisted of Trista Rehn and 25 other men,
She chose a man who she is
still involved with and now
has two children.
main the most successful
couple according to a dating
show.

With a hope of luck and
every bachelor and his

They re-

The Bachelor

The Guy:
Jason Mesnick

Remaining Girls: love,

Molly 25 potential dates really pour
Melissa out their hearts into every
Jillian scenario, even from the first

time they meet. This makes
for a full of drama, emotion-
al and hilarious take on dat-
ing in the 21" century.

When: Monday's at
7pm

Where: ABC

Can’t escape those tearful commercials

Since I've been doing this
column I've talked about my
love hate relationship with
The Hills other thi I still have yet
to talk about the thing that I hold closest to my heart,
the polar bears. I know that many of you reading this
right now have no idea how polar bears have anything
to do with a column about pop culture. But trust it will
make sense. The correlation is that the polar bears
have become the new Britney Spears. So now vou

and many

105 but

may be asking yourselves how are polar bears the new
Britney Spears, well just be patient. The polar bears

have recently been all over
the television, on commercials
and on major talk shows in

the morning. Okay so maybe
they're not the new B Spears
in the sense of media coverage
but they’re coming a close sec-
I'he increased at-
tention to the polar bears; due
to global warming and many
other reasons that are caus-
ing the creatures to near a
complete extinction. Still you
might be wondering what this still has to do with my

ond or third.

By: Samuel Kiburz
[Design Editor]

column, Has anyone seen the World Wild Life orga-
nization’s commercial? Well if you haven't I'll explain
it thoroughly.

The commercial starts out with a very somber
tune, some sort of a piano verse or something like that.
Then it goes to that actress from the Roseanne shows,
you know that one that was Roseanne’s sister/neigh-
bor lady. She then goes into this detailed description
of how the polar bears are being wiped off the face of
the earth and what you can do to help the effort and to
top it all off the
closing scene

-Commentary-

surely vou are a heartless per-
son.

The WWE's commercial
isn’t the only ut there of its kinds. Everyone knows
the ASPCA’s commercial with Sarah McGlaughlin and
her dog sitting on a chair in “her home.” Well if yvou're
not familiar with the commercial that vou apparently
don’t watch television that much. The ASPCA is an
organization that rescues animals from their homes,
The animals are being neglected and mistreated and
throughout the whole commercial her song, “In The
Arms of An Angel” is playing. Whenever 1 here that
song I cant help but think of the small dog with only one
cat that is infested with fleas and ticks.
Sure the animals commercials are intensely sadden-

one o

eye and the

ing but nothing is worse than the Christian Children’s
Fund commercials. There is nothing worse than seeing
little African babies in a distant third world country
with large bloated tummies. This commercial always
plays in rotation during the wee hours of the night and
catch you off guard when your in the most vulnerable
state of mind. The commercials go like this, it starts
to tell the people watching about what these kids go
through everyday and how hard their life is. I'm not
going to lie I have never donated money to this cause
but it is one that if I was going to donate I would donate
to this cause,

Well there
go | poured my

you

Heartfelt

heart and soul L

again about the Commercml_s:
saddest commer- 1. WWF commercial.

cials out there, 2. ASPCA comfmercial.

talk to you next-

time. 3. Christians Childrens Fund

Commericals.

shows a strug-

3 ATTENTION CREATURES OF THE NIGHT!
CHECK OUT THIS DEAL!

gling mother
and her baby b bl
cub Jump- e
ing from an
ice patch into
the  freezing
water. If that
right there
doesn’t make

yvour heart go
out to the po-
lar bears, than




7 ENTERTAINMENT/REVIEW

February 18, 2009

t - -

Fun travels and adventures

Head Island, SC., Utah Ski Resorts: Salt
Lake City, Legoland, CA.. Hershey PA.,
and Cooperstown, NY.

So many places to choose from can
be somewhat difficult for some to figure
out where they want to go and what they
want to do there. Cost can be a key fac-
tor in what someone decides on. Airfare

isn’t cheap and either are

Do you have a special
Spring Break vacation spot?

“Going to the beach.”

Spring Break provides relaxing time off for many
-Mallorie Kaut, senior

By: Casey Burns [Staff Writer] There seems to be more activities for

students when spring break arrives be-
cause that’s when most students are off and
have found something to do or are looking
for something to do. Being stuck at home
doesn’t have to be ultra boring or lame.
You can still

Spring break is coming up quick and it
seems to be everyone’s favorite during the
school year. There are so many different
places students like to go. Whether it’s on
the coast, across seas, or just along the

E : lik e i : . hotels. That’s why it’s mi

Bomen pecple fhecim vt anl gl sl DD YOU KNOW? 72 f o s ol Hes

For teenage students, “Spring Break” inr E;w \:O:ne (Here's a statistic for you) been before or someone you “| don't have one
usually means 10 days of no school, but g5t of vour : know lives there. With their actually.”
un['ortltlmau-:lﬁ not_rcvcry?l?e ]is fla}i(']f al-:h-l;- Swst Boume: Arﬁgos{d;ggd?arxgczggg%ﬁtgte ::J:Pifﬂﬁltl}’: it will help you -Cody Carothers, Senior
same time. But, if you think about it, 1 F h 1t greatly.
you wanted to gﬂjlo Disney World or some- Pm;{i tlh:[ for Spring Breakers is Time From past years in other
place that is usually busy, it wouldn’t be . planning Square, New York City, NY. schools, some seniors try to

get together and go some-

where special for their last

Spring break in high school.
They usually go somewhere that will
have an impact on them in the following
years and that they will remember in the
future,

For everyone looking for somewhere to
go for their Spring break, you don’t have
to go out of state to have a good time. You
can simply plan to do something with a
couple friends every other day, and give
time to yourself and not feel like you ab-
solutely have to do something.

too fun to go during the summer, let alone
during Spring break due to the crowds.

Although many people travel out of
state, there are people that stay home, do
some spring-cleaning, and hang out with
friends who have also stayed home. There
are also those people that travel to other
towns or cities to visit their families and
other friends/relatives.

Alot of places that are visited for Spring
Break are Florida, California, New York,
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and many
other states. Other places that people
have gone to are Paris, London, multiple

on staying

home and

not going

anywhere, here are some ideas for you
to do. You could plan a movie marathon
with all of your friends eating nothing but
junk food, have some friends come over for
the night and play Monopoly or UNO, and
if you are really desperate for something to
do, you could work or even read.

On the other hand, if you weren't going
to be stuck at home, you could possibly
go to Orlando, FL., in which the Marion
High School Choir is going to, Washing-

“My favorite vacation
spot would have to be
Denver, Colorado.”
-Jessica Jakoubek,
sophomore

countries in Europe, and some others.

ton D.C., VA., Sea Island, GA., Hilton

Dream life through “reality”

By: Scout Morehouse
Activities Editor]

Have you ever wondered what it’s
like to live someone else’s life? Maybe
even live your dream life with a huge
house and a dozen cars. Luckily
technology has advanced to the point
where we have video games that can
help you live this dream life.

One of the many games out there is
called Animal Crossing; City Folk. It’s
a sequel to one of Gamecube’s bestsell-
ing games known as Animal Crossing,
Animal Crossing: City Folk is only for
the Wii and will not be released for any
other game systems. The reason for
this is because the makers of Animal
Crossing wanted to make a game that’s
special for the Wii.

The game takes place in
a small town full of humble
little animals. Now the twist
is that the animals have the
features of a human. They
can talk, stand on two feet,
and even catch fish or bugs. These
features can make it seem like a little
kid game but once you start playing
you'll notice they make the game fun
for people of all ages. There are some
things you should know about the
game before you start playing and
thinking you'll be the richest person
in the game.

When you start the game you will
be asked several questions that will
help determine what you look like and
your gender. Asyou arrive in the town
you'll notice that you're a human. Now
this is another interesting part of the
game because you are the only human
in the whole game and even though
you'd like to be an animal you can't
be one. This helps add another twist to
the game because you're a human liv-
ing with a society of talking animals.

At first the game starts out slow.
You get to pick out the house that you
and have to stick with it for the rest of
the game (make sure to pick wisely).
After picking your house you will be
asked to do chores to help pay off the
house. The chores get monotonous but
help teach you the basic fundament als
of the game. After all the chores are

done you are set free from the burden
of doing all the low paying jobs you
accomplished. Now it’s up to you to
do whatever you feel like for the rest
of the time. You can pay off the rest of
the debi and get a bigger house, catch
bugs and fish, dig up fossils and trea-
sure from the ground and plant trees,
or even become friends with the local
animals in town. The possibilities are
endless and you may even find yourself
playing for hours on end.

Overall Animal Crossing: City
Folk was a very fun game. Some of
the down falls of the game is the fact
that the game follows real life time.
So whatever season it is in real life
is what season it is in the game. This

According to GameRevolution.com, The
Sims™ changed the face of gaming in the
new millennium and quickly became the

#1 PC game of all time

may seem cool but when you want to
catch different fish or bugs then you'll
have to wait a month or to. Also, store
times close early making it hard to sell
fish at night. Other than those minor
problems the game was fantastic. It
deserves an eight out of ten for the
hours of endless play and for doing
something different and living in a
world full of talking animals.

That’s not the only game out there
that allows you to live your dream
life. Another one of the more popular
games is The Sims 2. Thisis also a se-
quel to a multi-million game known as
The Sims. The Sims 2 is available on
every game console but the best way
to play the game is on the computer.
One reason why it’s best to play it on
the computer is because of the multiple
expansion packs.

The Sims 2 is the perfect game for
those who just want to live in a fantasy
world. In The Sims 2 you can create
you. You get to make your person look
like whatever you feel like and even
create a whole family. A nice part of
the game is that it allows people to

*make more than just one person or

family. That means you're allowed

video games

to make a whole city full of people
that you made. Another big part
of making a Sim is the personal-
ity of the Sim. The Sims 2 allows
custormization of the personality. So
the Sim could be mean and sloppy
or nice and neat. The choice is yours
and it’s up to you to decide how the
Sim acts.

The next step to playing The Sims
2 is making a house. The game gives
you 20,000 simoleans, which is The
Sims currency for a dollar bill. Sims

2 has lots of furniture and allows the .

player to customize their house with
whatever they want. The house could
become a castle with a huge pool and
several cars or it could be a shack
with just one bed and fridge.
Once again it’s up to the
person who's playing to pick
how they want to live their
life. Once the house is done
it’s time for the Sim to get
a job. As the Sim searches
the Internet or newspaper for jobs
it’s up to the player to choose which
one they want their Sim to have. The
longer vou're at the job the higher
and better the pay gets. Some jobs,
though, ask vour Sim to learn or get
better at certain skills which will take
time and practice to get it where they
want it to be.

The Sims 2 also has many expan-
sion packs, which adds even more
to the game. Some expansion packs
include being able to go downtown,
make clubs and restaurants, explore
places and cast magic, or even make
a dream resort. The Sims 2 deserves
a ten out of ten. It has the perfect
mix of different features to make the
game just right and allow the player
to live the life they always wanted
to live.

Those two games are one of the
many games out there that allows
you to live a fantasy life. So whether
your bored of your life and you just
want to get away from reality for a

little bit, or you just want to have fun’

playing a game that you won’t get old
for along time, then these gamcs are
perfect for you.

Clarkson works
to break records

By: Kayla McGrew Siaff Writer]

If you have been listening to the radios, you probably
have heard what seemed to be a long lost familiar voice.

single, The song “My Life Would Suck Without You,”
was sent to U.S. radio stations on January 13, 2009,
and has been playing non stop on our radio stations
ever since! This single made Billboard Hot 100 history
for the largest leap to the top spot when it jumped from
Number 97, which was its rank the first week it was
played on radios, to Number 1, breaking the record just
recently set by Britney Spears” “Womanizer”. Clarkson
has not had a Number 1 single since her first single
ever, the ballad “A Moment Like This”.

Her last album, My December, which was released
in 2007, did not meet expectations. Her first single,
“Never Again” off that CD was a hit! It peaked at #8
on the Billboard Hot 100, but no other song that was
released off that CD made it. She dropped her original
record company and hooked up with Narvel Black-
stock, who is Reba McEntire’s husband, at Starstruck
Entertainment. Her nationwide tour was canceled due
to underwhelming ticket sales. She still toured however,
but to much, much smaller concert environments. She
kept her head up and kept on looking to the future.

So a year later, Clarkson is back on top and is shut-
ting down all the competition. Her fourth CD, which
is called All T Ever Wanted, is due to release on March
17, 2009. She just finished up making the video for her
new single which is getting great reviews. Her versatile
voice has everyone wondering what type of songs she’s
going to have on this new CD. The song that she has
released is definitely a song that girls, and even boys,
across the country will be driving around in their cars
screaming. It is very upbeat and catchy, which are al-
ways two good things to scarch for in a song. It is not
released how many tracks there are going to be on the
album, but its known that they will have a dash of the
spunky Kelly that people love in each onc of them.

Kelly Clarkson’s
new album, “All
I Ever Wanted”
will release
March 17, 2009
and is expected
to be a huge hit.
Making it in the
top 100 is help-
ing her a lot for
her career.




They've ofﬁcially t

By: Haley Berry [Staff Writer]

individuality is s S way around
the halis here al MHS. Turning left and right we
see people dressing in their own ways. doing
thewr haw how they want, even putling make-
up on dgifferent than everyone eise. Peopie do
these things to express themselves. Junior
Maddie Barnharl expresses her individuality in a
whole different way "l like lo use my piercings as

& way to express myself”

f‘-ﬂ..::E:J.-., started thinking aboul things she
ould do differently when her parents lold her
stop cating about what other pecple thought
o start doing things for harself. Maadie re-
o, My Fm,"r i mc fwere dw ng arﬂur-d and
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c. to ner having the piercing.
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out shie iher trend L-\refe once

Purple Z}msch . She said that once again she

had no ;lﬁf&:ﬂiﬁl permission, that i was a justa

stafice. ?ﬂ.’ic«*rf-ﬁ
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viguaity she was vern,
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tried something different and pe
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ple gan say thi
an become addict
2 "t?g ‘I get an at
s, butit's o
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In the end, Maddie's parents gi
both of her peercings, but she dos
o r_k, i0 keep them in. Like xeepin

d coniinuing 1o do her chor

the house. Maddie does plan o
other anide pierced o the future. ¢
more o come alter that, But that s
freat auc:u* individuality, Maddie ¢
what people say or think about th:
it for her ae.l' }"CJaJSF‘ m:ﬁ '-:}n'»ei
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Name: Sam Rinehart

Main Activity: Basketball

Other Activities: Volleyball, track, NHS,
ATOMs, Volunteering

Season Highlights: When I dunked it....
Alli’s practice countdown, going to Planet X
and going on the spacebikes and screaming my
head off the whole time. Petey and I talking
before every game while singing “1 ereep, just
creep yeah, just creepin on the downlow,™..
stepping on Maggie’s foot on accident and
having her freak out. Fab 5. American Idol
parties, sucking at laser tag, playing “what
if”” on bus rides with Shelby, quoting Mean
Girls every chance I get, loving my team to
an extreme, the whole team skipping shoot-around and of course telling Heather she
should be more like Jill everyday.

Best High School Memory: State Champs for volleyball after telling Leigha
cveryday that we would be, the whole state volleyball tournament, first state
appearance for basketball, first conference basketball championship in 32 years,
donkey basketball and falling off and getting a HUGE bruise, falling on my face in the
cafeteria, getting second in the pie eating contest even though I should’ve won...passing
caleulus, knocking out my tooth in volleyball and everyone begging me to smile...not.
Coach Fish getting pied junior year. . Mr. Z. making fun of Kayla taking 87 spring
breaks, running from Barnd, Jenna, Sam, Nicole, and Chelsey playing “Catch the
Ginge” everyday before lunch, always singing with Jenna and having everyone really
impressed :) always laughing and having the greatest friends in the world.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: With God, nothing should be impossible.
Luke 1:37 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13
Do what makes you happy, not what makes others happy because in the end, you're
still living with your decisions; they don’t necessarily have to.

Future Plans/Goal: Attend Lewis University to play basketball. Start a family and
live a happy, successful life.

Name: Alex Stalkfleet

Main Activity: La Musica!

Other Activities: Choir, Musicals, NHS,
FBLA, Speech

Season Highlights: State speech for improv
Best High School Memory: Random

trips to Chicago with Jessica, Joe, and Claire.
Getting arrested for a potato gun I didn’t
shoot. Running out of gas and meeting
Madonna who filled our gas tank!!

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “If
you can imagine it, you can achieve it; if you
can dream it, you can become it.”

Future Plans/Goal: Move to New York City
or Phoenix and major in Secondary Education
and Poli Sci and do a little acting on the side!

Name: Hannah Kaczinski

Main Activity: Wrestling Cheer

Other Activities: SODA, Take Charge, 4H
Season Highlights: When Tre [ell in
Shawna’s lap at CPU! It was hilarious :)

Best High School Memory: Wrestling
meets, hanging out with friends, random jokes
between friends, dances. State Wrestling 2008,
Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Love
me and the world is mine.

Future Plans/Goal: Attend Iowa State for
Athletic training and physical training

Debit Card Usage Tips

Debit cards are the proverbial "magic
wand" of checking accounts—just
swipe and sign your receipt, or enter
your PIN and you're onyourway.
However, it'simportant to follow a
few rules of thumb to ensure that
magic wand doesn't zag you...

115 8th Awve, SW
in Cedar Raplds
3193985007
www.MetcoCU.org

Everything is online & on your time at www_MetcoCu.org

Name: Chelsey Ollinger
Main Activity: Shopping :)
Other Activities: Hanging with the girls!
Best High School Memory: Dancing in
the car with Leigha to the most random of
songs! Spending all summer with Rian and
going to the beaches like everyday. Hanging
out with Julia and driving randomly to Center
Point to get gas and meet up with people there.
Listening to Shelby express her opinion about
: everything! LOVE IT! Going to California
= Torvacation. Being connected at the hip with
Leigha! We were never apart and had the most
amazing times doing anything we could think
of to do. Oh! Leigha! Don't forget our fourth
of July time! Remembering all the fun times I had with my friends who have passed
away in the past two years. Sledding with Cori during winter, walking up the hill at
Roosevelt complaining about how we like food too much and should work out so we
are ready to sled next winter! Riding around with Julia this summer on crotchrockets!
Ooberly fun! So many memories, not even enough paper to write them all!
Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Every Saint is a Sinner and every Sinner has
a future.
Future Plans/Goal: I plan to move to California after graduation and attend the
Los Angeles Art Institute for Graphic Design.

Name: Dorian Hoover

Other Activities: Figure Skating and dance
Season Highlights: My synchronized
skating team came in 3rd place at one of our
competitions.

Best High School Memeory: There are so
many to choose from like making funny home
movies with my friends, going shopping, and
reminiscing about all our silly little inside
jokes.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
“People will forget what you've said, people
will forget what you did but people will never
forget how you make them feel,” -Maya
Angelou

Future Plans/Goal: I know I'm going to
Kirkwood for at least my first year of college, but I don’t know where I'm going after
that. T will probably stick close to home and hopefully coach dance classes or teach
figure skating and maybe even design and sell my own line of skate dresses!
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Name: Shelby Steffeck

Main Activity: Just livin’ the dream

Other Activities: Soccer, indoor soccer,
volleyball, basketball, dance, cheerleading,
ballet, piano lessons, singing lessons,
canoeing, swimming, horseback riding,
SODA, FCA one time, modeling

Best High School Memory: Quoting
every line from every movie with Julia, going
on road trips with Rian and just spending
time with the old foursome-Wild Flower
Gang, New Orleans with Rian! Future senior
road trip to Cali -Life- going to the McCain
Rally with Alex Stalkfleet, getting my car,
watching my brother succeed and kick butt in

the Marines, seeing Keith get more talented ever »da\ in basketball.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: It’s lonely at the top, don’t change who you
arc _JI.,IS[ 6] ]'1("[\{‘. a Il,‘.\‘\- 1(.1']1})[)1 :ll} rllLIl(Eb bLLdll.‘:t" 1n l_’ﬂl'_] It won l maltter hﬁ‘r\ nlﬂ“'l\-
friends you had only how you lived vour life. Hold fast to your morals.

Future Plans/Goal: Go to Louisland tech or ISU to get my business/nutrition
degree and go be the nutritionist at a hospital or executive chef somewhere-OH! and
living in a gigantor house with Rian and our husbands in different wings- and going

o iu land to get those hushands!

Name: Jordan Spear

Main Activity: Volunteering

Other Activities: Creative Ink

Season Highlights: Drawing comics for
Brea, while volunteering for Madome.

Best High School Memory: All the

inside jokes created over the years, chocolate
cake fights, becoming best friends with my
best friends, school plays, school musicals,
sleepovers, makmg a movie of our version of
Repunzel and all our other ridiculous videos,
the basketball games that Brea dragged me to
and which I ended up loving.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “One
day your life will flash before your eyes. Make
sure it’s worth watching.” “The optimist

proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds, and the pessimist fears this is

true.”

Future Plans/Goal: I plan to go to Cornell College for Environmental Studies
or for the Culinary Arts, Maybe I'll open my own bakery and help contribute to

America’s rising obesity

done.”

Name: Derek Miller

Main Activity: Spring Play

Other Activities: Musical. Speech, Art
Club, Creatuve Ink

Season Highlights: Going 1o All-State for
Speech!!!

Best High School Memory: Senior year
Follies for sure...the theme was great and
wanting to eat your brains made it all better :
Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “To
have knowledge is intellectual, but to create is
divine.”

Future Plans/Goal: Go to UNI to major
in Art Studio then going to lowa to get my
masters in Graphic Design.

Name: Maxwell R. Lafontant

Main Activity: Band

Other Activities: Jazz Band. Show

Choir, Group, Speech, Individual Speech,
Vocal Varieties, Spring Play, Fall Musical,
Thespians, Stage Crew, Marching Band, Pep
Band.

Season Highlights: Giving Emily and
Derek frostbite on the speech bus.

Best High School Memory: Realizing in
Music Theory that this is what [ want to do
the rest of my life.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
“Don’t live each day as if'it were the last day
of your life. You'll never get any laundry

Future Plans/Goal: Go to Luther for Music Composition and Theory, get my
Masters and PhD, be a professor of Music Theory and Compaosition.

Name: Cacl Clendenen

Main Activity: Wrestling

Other Activities: Turning left, tying my shoes,
being very good looking, liking the color blue,
lamp, going to the bathroom by mysell, football,
cross country, track, baseball.

Season Highlights: Dodgeball in the wrestling
room, stealing Coach Weis's whistle, eranking up
the music on the bus rides, senior night winning a
match felt pretty good.

Best High School Memories: Me and Buh on
the bus wearing costumes at the football games,
Michael flipping over his bike handles down
suicide hill.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “Leaders

are made, they are not born, they are made by hard effort, which is the price which all of
us must pay to achieve any goal that is worth while.”
Future Plans/Goal: I plan to go to Kirkwood for two years then I would like to go to the

University of Towa.

school,

Iwanttobea

pathologist

Name: Nick Tuetken

Main Activity: Football

Other Activities: Wrestling, Track, Musical,
Choir

Season Highlights: The entire season with
the guys, both football and wrestling. 1 wouldn't
trade anything, the wins or the losses. Sure, W.
Delaware sucked, but theyre my boys and they
always will be.

Best High School Memory: Perlorming at
Follies with our band.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “He
gets made fun of so much, he’s gonna develop a
twitch.” “Huh?! I'm on the wrong bus!!!” AC
Future Plans/Goal: Play football somewhere,
Make it BIG with the band.

Name: Curtis Ette

Main Activity: Wrestling

Other Activities: Warking on cars

Season Highlights: Going to state Junior
year. Being ranked 8th in the state.

Best High School Memory: When I made
it to state, The way [ was treated by coaches,
classmates, [riends and family.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “Once
you have wrestled everything else in life is
easy.” -Dan Gable

Future Plans/Goal: Go to a four year
college and wrestle. Then go to a law school,
and become a lawyer.

Name: Jamie Thomas

Main Activity: Spring Play

Other Activities: Senior editor for the
Creative Ink hook. Art Club. Learning

to speak louder for the spring play so Mr.
MecMahon won't come alier me with a stick.
Season Highlights: I'm not much for sports,
but I heard volleyball did well this year.

Best High School Memory: All the
ridiculous ?EE%!!'E_"- my [riends and 1 have gotten
away with on a daily basis.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Don’t
waste all your maney on bottled water. Trust
vou than tap.
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Gaza Strip dispute leads to harsh iol\ence

Thousands have been killed as Israelites and Palestinians
battle over the much sought after land in the Middle East

By: Scout Morehouse
[Feature Editor]

As tensions rise in the Middle East, so do
the amount of problems occurring there. In
the streets of Gaza the problems have now
gone from bad to the point of nobody being
able to live there.

There has always been tension and
fighting over the famous Gaza Strip. Home
to one and a half million people, Gaza Strip
is the largest city in Israel. It was a commer-
cial enterprise for the Israel country, but re-
cent disputes over the strip have left some to
wonder if Israel actually controls the Gaza
Strip. According to the CIA Factbook, the
Palestinians controlled the Gaza Strip from
1994 10 2007, Israel was forced to with-
draw all of their soldiers from the Gaza
Strip after the Palestinians demanded
complete control. Even though Israel said
the Palestinians controlled the Gaza Strip,
Israel still was in charge of taxes, airspace,
and imports and exports. This caused prob-
lemns to start occurring more often.

In 2006, during the elections, the
Hamas group won the plurality vote giving
them complete control over the Gaza Strip.
Several nations including the United States
responded by cutting off direct aid to the
new government. Political disorder and eco-
nomic problems caused many Palestinians
the emigrate from the Gaza Strip.

On 2007, one year after the clection,
fights started erupting between the Hamas
and Fatah. Muhammed Gharib, com-
mander of the Fatah Security Force, died
when a rocket struck his house. The rocket
was fired from a Hamas gunmen and it
also ended up killing his two daughters and

several bodyguards. Towards the end of

the month the Hamas and Fatah signed a
treaty to stop fighting, Few days later more
fighting broke out after Fatah soldiers at-
tacked a Hamas university.

According to Fox News, in June of 2007
the Gaza Strip was completely overrun by
the Hamas group. After complete take over
of the Gaza Strip, the Hamas called them-
selves the new government of this arca.
The only money that was given to the Gaza
Strip area was to the Red Cross who was
helping the innocent civilians who were
getting hurt or injured from the fights going
on between the two groups.

Then on March 1, 2008, BBC News
announced that over 100 Palestinians had
been killed. The death toll included two
Israeli soldiers and 45 civilians, 13 of which
were minors. [srael retaliated by invading
the southern part of Gaza near the Rafah
refugee camp. The attack was said to have
destroyed tunnels that helped import weap-
ons into Gaza to the Hamas,

On December 27, 2008, Israeli F-16
strike fighter launched air strikes on the

Gaza Strip. According to the Los Angeles
Times the airstrike ended up killing eight
Palestinians. The Hamas retaliated by ex-
tending rocket range deeper into the Jewish
state killing three civilians and one soldier.
According to the Los Angeles Times, after
this attack there has been more than 420
Palestinians killed, including more than 60
civilians, and there has been about 2,000
injured. Some of those who were killed in-
cluded two innocent children. Mohammed
and Abed Astal were said to have been
chewing on sugar cane when the missiles
struck in front of them killing both. Their
uncle Mohammed Astal told the Los
Angeles Times how he felt and said, “Why
they were targeted? There were neither
armed Hamas positions nor governmental
compounds.” .

After the air strike both sides got inter-
national calls telling them to end the vio-
lence once and for all. President Bush told
the news that the Hamas attacks on Israel
are unacceptable and the United States is
lcading diplomatic efforts for a meaning-
ful cease-fire. The Isracli Defense Minister
said he would consider agreeing to inter-
national monitors to ensure that both sides
will talk about a cease-fire. The Hamas
would have to halt missile and mortar fire
and stop shipment of weapons to the Gaza
Strip. The Hamas group refused to stop
fighting if the Israeli forces didn’t leave the
strip. Israel insisted on keeping their sol-
dier in there but the Hamas still told them
that they must fully retreat out of the Gaza

mra
aroening
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This map shows where Gaza has been
attacked, and also shows where they
have ground forces protecting the area.

Strip.

As the weeks go by the Gaza Strip keeps
getting worse in fighting. If something
daesn’t happen right now or within the next
month, Gaza Strip may become the most
impnrlum war zone in the whole world,
Speculations about what will happen if a
cease-fire or peace treaty doesn’t happen
are very bad. There is no need to worry
right now but it is very important that we
should all stay informed about what is hap-
pening over in the Gaza Strip. Who knows,
maybe you could be the one that will help
stop all the fighting overseas.

Mother births octuplets

Spears makes surprising comeback

By: Matt Barnd [Photo Editor]

Nadia Suleman, a Los Angeles
woman, recently gave birth to octu-
plets, matching a Texas woman who
also gave birth to eight children in
1998. However, Suleman’s situation
has several circumstances that add-
ed a large amount of controversy,
and questionable decision making
by moare than one individual.

Suleman, who is single, lives
with her parents
in Suburban Los
Angeles in a mod-
est home. She has
six other children,

“I'm loving them
unconditionally.
I'll stop my life for
them and be pres-

saying that she would not accept
government welfare. “T know
I'll be able to afford them when
I finish my schooling,” Suleman
explained.

In the same recent interview,
Suleman revealed that she has
had several previous miscarriag-
es which have lead to her depres-
sion. It’s not completely clear
how much her shaky mental
state contributed to her decision
to attempt to have
multiple more chil-
dren. Suleman,
however, is con-
vinced as to her

ranging in age from maternal  ability.

age two 1o SC\FCI.L All ent for them.” “I'm loving them

cight of t]i{f ;hﬂdfen -Nadia Suleman,  unconditionally.

et o *cv mother of octuplets Tl stop my life for
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doing well, and were frO'lTl an_NBC ent for them.” PShc
interview :

kept in the hospital
from seme time after
the birth to be closely
monitored.

According to the Times Online,
the 33 year old unemployed woman
had six embryos implanted in her by
a doctor. This is three times the es-
tablished legal limit for a woman in
her age group. A sperm donor, said
to be Suleman’s friend, fertilized all
six embryo’s, which produced eight
children when, in a rare occurrence,
two of the embryos divided. Tt was
later uncovered that the six previous
children were conceived in a similar
MAanner.

It is unclear at this point whether
all 14 kids will be able to be support-
cd financially by the family, who re-
cently filed bankruptcy. Reporters
recently learned that between 2002
and 2008 Suleman received about
$165,000 in disability payments,
Suleman, in a recent interview on
NBC’s “Today,” portrays confidence
in her ability to pay for the infants,

went on to gener-

ally criticize other
parents. “and how many parents
do that? I'm sure there are many
that do, but many don’t, and that
is unfortunate, and that is self-
ish.”

These comments have only
added fuel to the fire, as there
has been a significant outrage
from the public regarding this
situation, citing the perplexing
decisions of the mother. Most re-
cently, the doctor who allegedly
implanted all of the embryos,
from both pregnancies, has faced
intense scrutiny. His seemingly
irresponsible and morally ques-
tionable actions, have raised eye-
brows of people throughout the
world, both outside and inside
the medical community,

Only time will reveal the
fate of the 14 children, as well
as history’s perception of Nadia
Suleman.

By: Lauren Jilek [Feature Editor]

She is back, and it seems as though she is
stronger than ever. All eyes are on her too, just
like the words to her hit song “Circus”. “She”
is Britney Spears and whether you love her or
hate her, anyone is bound to hear her, hear
about her, or see her for a lot of time to come.

From the youngest age, Britney Spears’
dream was to perform and that dream fol-
lowed her from the Mickey Mouse Club to the
top of the charts with her sixth album entitled
“Circus”.

It hasn’t all been easy and with the unhicky
help from paparazzi and the tabloids. Since
2004, Britney Spears has been married twice
with the first one lasting only 55 hours. This
led to her second marriage to Kevin Federline,
which happened three months after they met.
With Federline, Spears had two children fol-
lowed up by a divorce nearly two years later.
During this time, Spears was definitely on
a career break and it began to get worse and
WOTSE.

All throughout 2007, Britney attacked a pa-
parazzi vehicle with an umbrella, stayed in a
drug rehabilitation facility, fought over custody

with Federline, was charged with a hit-and-run,
and shaved her head.

Although so many downfalls occurred, this
only brought hope to her future. Her fifth CD
“Blackout” came out in late 2007 with the big-
gest hits including “Gimme More” and “Piece
of Me”, but she wouldn't stop there.

After a televised show premiered on the
MTV network entitled “Britney: For the
Record”, her latest CD “Circus” came out. It
debuted at number one on the Billboard 200
selling 505,000 copies in the first week. When
the show debuted on November 30th, Britney
set the record straight on controversy brought
up throughout her whole entire life. This start-
ed with the public relationship and break-up
with Justin Timberlake and how it compared
to the break-up with her most recent ex, Kevin
Federline. It was an emotional hour where
Britney let her guard down and answered al-
most every question,

With a chart-topping new CD and a positive
outlook after all of the controversy and battles
she has gone through, Britney Spears has re-
ally shown how courage and strength can arise
from such hard times.
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A lifelong dream has come true for two

Senior basketball players sign their letters
of intent to play in college next year

By: Kayla McGrew [Staff Writer]

Many athletes in high school don’t usually get the
chance to live out their dreams of playing a certain
sport in college, but for two of our very own basketball
players here at Marion, that dream has definitely come
true. For both these seniors, Sam Rinehart and Amry
Shelby, the decision to play basketball for a college was
an easy “I thought if T worked hard enough on
my high school team I would be able to play in college
*1 love

oOne.
somewhere,” Amry said. Sam explained that,
the game of basketball and 1 always thought it would be
really cool [to play basketball in eollege], bur now thatl
am actually getting that chance 1t’s just like “Wow!™
Sam will be attending and playing basketball at Lewis
Umiversity in Chicago. Her practic-
“We
start doing work outs right when we

es start as I“Jl]']\' €5 H(";JI(’H]II('I'.

get to school, but real practice will

start in October, then games begin

in November” Sam could barely

describe how she felt when she was

asked to explain why she chose
Lewis over her other choices such
has Upper Towa, Winona State and
Southwest State. “As
soon as I stepped on campus it felt
like home. I could tell that T would love the girls and
coaches, but I would also get a excellent education. [t
was the first college I visited and so I had standards
for the other colleges, and none of them matched up to
Sam has said that Mr. Wikert diminished any

G
e

Sam Rinehart,

senior Minnesota

Lewis.”

dreams of her wanting to go pro once he told her the i _ ‘ IIF M —

salary because it really isn’t all that much, so education
is very important to her to fulfill her drcams of being
successful. Sam said that since she has made her deci-
sion of signing with Lewis University she can finally
relax. “I'm not as stressed and when people ask me
where I'm going to college there 1sn’t that awkwardness
of not knowing." Sam is very excited to attend Lewis
University in the fall and live out her dreams of playing
basketball in college.

Senior Amry Shelby will also be fulfilling his dreams.
He signed with Wayne State University, which is located
in northern Nebraska.
feeling a little distraught about leaving my friends and
family, but I already know some of
the people there, and my roommate
is Sam Elgin from CPU and he’s
like my best friend.” When asked
about why he chose Wayne State in-
stead of the other D2 colleges that
wanted him, such as Augustana and
Briar Cliff in Sioux City,
rated, “There was a preat atmo-
sphere there, and I could possibly
and,

“It’s pretty far from home, I'm

he elabo-

Amry Shelby,
senior

;'!E‘ a starter my I.I'L'?\'}Uﬂki]] yeéar,
they offered me a full ride, so that

was a plus.” Amry said he feels more relaxed now on
the basketball court and doesn’t have to worry about
recruiters watching him anymore. He would also like
to give a shout out to his boy Obama.

Seeing these two extraordinary basketball players
play during the home games here at Marion. everyone
can see the love for basketball in their intensity on the
floor. So, they make it known that dreams really do
come true.

: 00}' |

Above: Sam Rinehart, senior, signs her letter of intent to
play basketball at Lewis University in Chicago

Below: Amry Shelby, senior, who has committed to
Wayne State University, drives to the basket.

Artistic hands draw future career

By: Casey Burns [Staff Writer]

There are so many things that you can do to express
your emotions, whether it is by vour actions, or using
the form of art. Taylor Buckley, junior, loves to draw,
and has done it for a long time. Taylor commented,
“Ever since I was little, I always loved to draw. It’s
something I do naturally.” Taylor also commented, “1
like computer graphics and pcncll drawings.”

When Taylor wanted to really getting to doing art,
she didn’t have to go far to get what she needed. “My
uncle works at Hallmark and
he’s an artist, so he got me
the right materials,” she ex-
plained. Once she got all of
her materials, she was ready
to begin work. She has been
doing it ever since. Different
things inspire different people,
but for Taylor, “Things that 1
find that are beautiful, I want
to imitate. I especially get
inspired by other art I see”

junior

Taylor expressed, “It makes me feel good. It’s some-
thing that I enjoy. It’s really easy to get lost and lose a
couple of hours.”

Taylor has not lost the support of her family through
all of this. “My uncle is in art and he has always sup-
ported me. And my mom likes to look at what I have
done,” added Taylor.

At this time, Taylor is working extremely hard on a
piece of art. “Right now, I am working on a mural of
Andy Warhol’s tomato soup can,” Taylor happily said
with style.

Taylor has a lot to think about with just a little over
a year before college. “I am going to double major in
graphm art and creative writing. I am going to minor
in Art History. Ideally, I would like to write and illus-
trate adult novels,” she said. With all that she wants
to do, Taylor is planning on attending Iowa State once
she graduates in 2010.

One thing that Taylor has been doing is display-
ing her artwork at different show, one is which is the
Veridian Art Show, and she plans on putting them in
many more.

These two pieces of art were created by junior, Taylor Buckley. Taylor enjoys taking art classes at Marion and creating art
in her free time. Taylor plans on attending lowa State University and double majoring in graphic art and creative writing.

Soldner moves up
with future goals

By: Lauren Jilek [Feature Editor]

Going off to college may seem [rightening for some
and exciting for others. Many people come out of high-

school with no idea what they are going to be interested

in doing for the rest of their life and others are sure to
have it all figured out. One person who already has those
goals for their future is James Soldner.

After graduation, James' plan includes moving to
North Dakota to attend the University of North Dakota,
in the eastern side of the state in Grand Forks. Not only
will he be attending classes, he
has also received an Army ROTC
scholarship. After being accept-
ed and signing over Christmas
break, James has been entitled to
full tuition, books and fees being
paid for. These are excellent ben-
efits, especially with his future
goals in mind. “After graduation,
I have to serve six years with the
army. I will automatically be
Second Lieutenant so I will have
a company I will be in charge of.
After my six years, I'll probably
get a job as a civil engineer,” James commented.

Although the distance will certainly be traveled away
from home, James will have a lot of comfort in Grand
Forks. “I have my grandparents and aunts and uncles
with my cousins that live there. I also visit the
and I really liked it,” James said.

The discussion with his falmi]y about going to col-
lege was a very successful one. “My parents told me they
would support me with whatever decision T made. We sat
down and thought about all the options and just made a
very informed decision.” Jimmy stated.

Another detail that had to be taken into consideration
was how relationships he has now could change or be
affected. I do think it will change (my relationships| but
with Facebook and texting and technology nowadays, it
won't be terribly bad.

With _gra,dualion in on}y a few rnmnll];s,_]mni_‘s hasa lot
to be excited for as he continues his education through
college. “(I'm most looking forward to) meeting a whole
bunch of new peaple and seeing my relatives a lot more!™
With a lot to look forward to and a great outlook for the
future, there is certainly no looking back now. “I think it
will be a good opportunity that I've been given.”

James Soldner,
senior

campus



&

L

FEATURES

February 18, 2009

His lifelong challenge

Junior Zach Davis
battles each day with
rare disease Spina Bifida

By: Elizabeth Smiley [Staff Writer]

Since kindergarten, people have always told
us to treat others the way we want to be treated.
It’s just the right thing to do, the moral of the
story. One lesson that fits perfectly with that
is, don’t judege a book by its cover. As great as
it would be to say our society abides by these
morals, we can’t. It’s a. well-known fact; we live
in a society where people are constantly judg-
ing others and being
judged. One student
that feels he is always
being judged is Zach
Davis.

Zach 1s seventeen
years old and a ju-
nior at Marion High
School. Before attend-
ing Marion he attend-
ed Benton Community
until halfway through
third grade, where he
switched to Marion,
and at the beginning of fourth grade he started
back at Benton Community. He then went to
Benton until eighth grade, and then started at
Marion the following vear, the fall of his fresh-
man year. Zach is a student that may come to
mind when discussing the topic of judgment,
What makes Zach so unique is his story. Zach

Zach Davis, junior

Zach Davis, junior, sits at a lunch table with his
wheelchair visible in the background. Zach has
suffered from Spina Bifida all his life and has

had several surgeries because of the affliction.

Grapes dares to be different

was born with a discase called Spina Bifida.

Spina Bifida, meaning cleft spine, is a disease
that you are born with. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke, Spina Bifida is the incomplete develop-
ment of the spine, brain, or meninges. It affects
roughly 1,500 to 2,000 infants of more than the
four million babies born each year, There are
four types of Spina Bifida, those being occulta,
closed neural tube defects, meningocele, and
myelomeningocele. Occulta is the mildest form
and myelomeningocele is the worst case.

Spina Bifida can have effects ranging from
minor physical problems to severe physical
and mental disabilities. Although it may cause
severe mental disabilities, it’'s important to
know that most people with Spina Bifida are
of normal intelligence. Unfortunately, no cure
has been found for Spina Bifida, but there are
surgeries that may be performed to help. The
surgeries are supposed to help strengthen the
legs and to help straighten the legs. Zach has
had many surgeries for this purpose. He started
having surgeries as a baby and has had other
multiple surgeries since then. Unfortunately for
Zach, the surgeries have vet to work.

Because of Zach’s disease he is unable to
participate in sports and many others things he
would like to be involved in. Zach explained,
“It’s not so much that I think I'd be good at bas-
ketball, football, or wrestling. I would just like
to have the chance to try it or be able to know
if I wanted to do it, I could.” Some things are
taken for granted and being able to walk per-
fectly fine and participate in sports would be in
that category. People shouldn’t take things like
that for granted, because you never what you
have until it’s gone.

Zach feels like he is treated very different
from other people. Sometimes he feels he is
treated like he can't do anything. Other times
people ignore the fact that he is in a wheelchair
which, depending on the reaction, may be good
or bad. The reactions and the way he 1s treated
honestly depends on the person. Zach said 1
think if I didn’t have Spina Bifida, I would be
in better moods more often. I think I am in bad
moods sometimes because of my disease and
that’s hard for some to understand.” Zach feels
for the most part he is pretty independent, but it
really depends on his mood. According to Zach,
the moral of the story is, “Don’t judge a book by
its cover, don't be superficial, and try to see peo-
ple for what’s on the inside,” Zach elaborated,” 1
want people to see me, not my wheelchair.”

Some are tall others are small

By: Kayla McGrew [Staff Writer]

There are many ups and downs
when you're vertically challenged like
our own 5-foot-tall sophomere Nikki
Kline. Nikki does not have any clue
why she is so short, because her whole
family is averaged sized, and her
brother is even 687, “It sucks when 1
can't even reach my own cereal box
on top of the refrigerator in the morn-
ings!” Besides that, there are more
times when Nikki wishes she was tall-
er. She explains, “I can barely reach
the pedals when I'm driving even if
my seat 1s pulled forward all the way.”
she said.

Many sports in high school require
some height, and Nikki soon realized
this during volleyball when she wasn’t
even tall emough to jump up and
touch the top of the net. “I{ I could be
taller for one day, I would dominate in
basketball and volleyball!” But being
small does have its upsides. “In gym
class, I was the only one small enough
to fit under the bleachers to get the
birdies when we were playing badmin-
ton. And in cheerleading I'm nice and
small so I'm easy to lift.” Nikki doesn’t
feel out of place walking through the
halls of the high school, but she does
say her neck get kind of sore having to
look up to talk to people all the time.

Now, on the complete opposite
side of the spectrum, there are some
people who just can’t stop growing!
Senior Sam Kiburz, who stands 6
foot 8.5 inches from the ground, is
definitely someone in this caiegory.
Sam explains, “I grew 5 inches the

summer between 7" and 8" grade.”
Unlike Nikki, he knows why he's so
tall.-*On my dad’s side of the fam-
ily all of my male relatives are 6°3” or
taller and all the girls are 5°11" and
taller. I am not the tallest in my family
though, | have a cousin who is 67117
and stll growing.”

How does Sam feel about be-
ing {all? “Sometimes at dances its
awkward because I'm always more
than a head taller than my dates so
pictures look weird. And when I'm
out and about people always stare.
And it’s really hard to find shirts and
jeans that fit me the way I like.” Sam
said, though, he is finally comfort-
able. “When I was younger in middle
school, I always [elt awkward because
I was so tall, but now that I'm older
I've grow into my hody more and feel
comfortable.”

Being 1all for Sam is very con-
venient in his lifestyle. “In my job, 1
don’t have to grab the hook or use a
ladder to get clothes off the top shell”
But just like there are times he’s happy
he’s tall there are times when he wish-
es he was just a tad shorter. “When 1
was in Chicago, I had to duck down
the whole 45 minute ride on the sub-
way and [ thought I broke my neck.”
Sam said if he could spend one day
shorter he would go by a medium
shirt to wear all day rather than an
extra large he is forced to wear be-
cause they fit him much better.

Many average people can blend in,
but these two students stand out and
have absolutely no problem with it

Sam Kiburz, senior, and Nikki Kline, sophomore, stand together to show
the dramatic height difference between them. Sam is one foot and eight

inches taller than Nikki.

By: Elizabeth Magorian
[Staff Writer]

Looking around people try to
be all the same. It’s ok to be differ-
ent, to be who you really are. One
person that isn't afraid o be differ-
ent i3 Laci Grapes, a junior here at
Marion High School.

Laci Grapes has been a vegetar-
ian since she was eight vears old.
Laci explains, “My reason for not
eating meat is because I don’t like
it and it grosses me out that some-
one would eat an animal” Laci
isn't the only person in her family
that shares the same'feelings. Laci’s
cousin is also a vegetarian. Laci has

e

Junior Laci Grapes isn't afraid to be
different, whether it’s in class, with
her friends, or what she eats.

to prepare her own meals due to the
fact that her family members aren't
all vegetarians. Laci never craves
meat. She plans on always being a
vegetarian, but if she has children
in the future she doesn’t plan on
making them be vegetarians. “Tt’s
there choice what they want to do,
I wont make them do anything,”
stated Laci.

When Lacis friends and fam-
ily cat meat, she feels its gross, but
doesn’t say anything because its not
her place to say if they eat meat or
not. Laci’s family thinks she’s a little
crazy for being a vegetarian. Laci
said, “T don’t get make fun of but
sometimes I get criticized for being
a vegetarian, strictly because peo-
ple think its weird not to eat meat.”

Laci worked at McDonalds
for a period of time, but it wasn't
hard for her, it made her hate meat
even more, Laci's faverite vegetar-
ian meal is a baked potato and the
worst is a veggie burger. Laci com-
ments, “1 feel that restaurants and
schools should prepare more vari-
eties of food for those people that
are vegetarians so it’s not as hard
to find something to eat.” So follow
Laci's example and don't be afraid
to be different, be vourself,

StreetSmarts

s1s279-1112  Education

Register for a spring class and save $20! Only $329
(must pay by check or money order) Use the Print-out registration form

@ www.streetsmartsdriversed.com or call 319.364.4884
Register online for a FREE driver’s education class with StreetSmarts.

Class Session Dates Days Time
IND-19 2/16-4/01 Mon & Wed 6:00-9:00 PM
IND-20 2/17-4/02 Tues & Thurs 6:00-9:00 PM
IND-21 4/13-5/20 Mon & Wed 6:00-9:00 PM
IND-22 4/14-5/21 Tues & Thurs 6:00-9:00 PM

February Check our web-site www.streetsmartsdriversed.com for 2009
Summer classes!

We are all fully licensed by the lowa Department of Education and the lowa
Department of Transporration.
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Bosu becomes big hit at the high school

As getting in shape and staying fit
becomes more popular at MHS,
Bosu finds its way into the workout
plan of students striving to get “fit”

By: Scout Morehouse [Activities Editor]

Athletes are always trying to get fit and better at sports
to improve their stats or be able to beat own personal
goals. There are certain ways to do this but a group of
students got together and found the perfect way to better
themselves.

Heather Schellhorn is the
trainer at the Marion High
School and 15 also the leader of
Bosu. She attended Upper lowa
University for four years and also
the University of Texas [or about
two and a half years. She has been
the MHS trainer for about two
years now and is known among
the athletes and people who
talk to her as a very nice person
whao care about their health and

well-being, Even though Heather
has only been here for two years,
she has been a certified and licensed trainer for three
years and also works for Mercy Sports Care. She works
with people to help prevent, evaluate, and rehab athletic
injuries.

Heather first started having Bosu after school right
before Thanksgiving. It has consistently lasted for about

Heather
Schellhorn, trainer

three months and it happens three times a week. It takes
place in the schools gym, hallways, or where ever space al-
lows. On average six to twelve people, both boys and girls,
attend the Bosu workout with Heather.

Bosu is a workout that consists of a Bosu ball and the
will to get better. A Bosu ball is almost like a yoga ball cui
in hall, Bosu has been around since 2000. But where did
Heather hear about Bosu? “I learned about them [rom
other collcagues and previous internships,” Heather said,
“The Booster Club was generous to supply the athletes
with four Bosu balls.”

Now if yvour wondering what Bosu daoes, then Heather
has the answer for you. “{Bosu) improves physical balance
through movement challenges.” These aren’t just any
normal workouts though. The workouts consist of cardio
and weightlifting activities. Some of the types workouts
include jumping on the Bosu balls, running on them, bal-
ancing on the balls. sit-ups- push-ups, and other functional
activities that can be done on the Bosu balls.

Bosu 1sn't just lor athletes. “(Bosu] is for anyone who
wants to improve their balance and agility.” elaborates
Heather. So even though you may not be active in any
sport, you can still participate in Bosu. A lot of people may
actually encourage you to go and try Bosu. Bosu helps
you get in shape and when you're done with the workouts
you'll feel much hetter then you did before. The workouts
are never monotonous either which helps make them fun
and different from your usual workout. Heather explains,
“Each workout can be different to keep from getting bor-
ing. Some days we concentrate on cardio, and the next
day balance, so different muscles and nerves are being
engaged.”

You always need dedication to work hard and get better

Dalton Schindler, senior, performs one of the many dif-
ferent exercises during a Bosu class after school.

at something that you love to do. That’s exactly what the
athletes who participate in Bosu do. They dedicate them-
selves to this workout and the results are tremendous. A
lot of them haven't only gotten stronger but feel a lot better
and perform better in their activities. This is exactly what
a lot of them wanted to happen and thanks to Heather
they were able to get better at what they love. It just goes
to show that if vou want to get better at what vou love to
do, you have to work hard and not give up.

Students weigh in on
their hopes for Imagine8

“More teen
hangouts.”
-Tiffany Zika,
sophomore

“Get more
places to hang
out.”

-Hannah
Kaczinski, senior

“l would make it
more diverse.”
-Tori Pratt,
sophomore

“I would build

a bigger, better
mall with more
stores, and a lot
bigger stores.”
-Kelsey Martens,
freshman

“I would add a
giant skatepark.”
-Colton Storla,
freshman

PR

“If | could
change one
thing | would put
a Wendys on
7th Ave.”

-Nick Rael,
sophomore

“I would build a
huge waterpark
in the middle of
town.”

-Jessica
VanNote,
junior

“l would add a
big skatepark.”
-Jordan Heiar,
junior

“I would have
people build
maore teen
hangouts.”
-Kalyn Collins,
sophomore

“I would find ways
to keep our city
cleaner.”

-Kayla Kes|,
sophomore

Marion graduate back to
teach art at the high school

By: Patrick Tiernan [Editor-in-Chief]

Day to day students go to class in the role they are accustomed
to as the educated but what would it feel like to flip sides and
become the educator? One MHS teacher is currently partaking in
this flip after graduating from Marion High School in 1999 and
now teaching art at MHS. Her name is Ms. Martin and she is
enjoving the experience so far, “Tt was really exciting to be able to
teach because the art department is a wonderful place to be and
1 didn’t take a lot of art in high school, so it’s still kind of a new
experience.”

Ms. Martin went to MHS when it
was still an Bth-12th institution and went
on to the University of Towa. At lowa,

Ms. Martin got a Bachelor of Fine Arts

in Ceramics. After attending Towa, Ms.
Martin made stops in a kindergarten
through six grade school in Alburnet, stu-
dent taught at Mount Vernon, and taught
one quarter at Central City. Before settling
on teaching, Ms. Martin worked at Farmers  po Martin,

State Bank as a teller and a personal Art teacher
banker.

Ms. Martin is filling in for Mrs. Thilges
who is taking a leave of absence this year and is on a one year
contract with the school. As a student at Marion, Ms. Martin was
involved with activities including band, Atoms, NHS, and tried
softball and volleyball for a couple years. Even though she hasn’t
been gone long, Ms. Martin admits there have been changes to
the school, “[Marion] is different because I was here as an eighth
grader and there’s been some very large additions. When T was
here the band and choir hallway didn’t exist and we had classes in
the administration wing.”

Now employed at the school, Ms. Martin teaches classes in-
cluding Ceramics, Drawing, Painting, Computer Graphics, and
Mixed Media and elaborated, “I don’t have a favorite, I like part
of all the classes.” However, Ms. Martin does have an overall fa-
vorite aspect of teaching, “My favorite part of teaching is working
with the students and seeing their art.”

The reasoning behind Ms. Martin becoming a teacher runs
along the same lines, “I became a teacher because I enjoy art
and 1 enjoy working with people.” When'she’s not teaching Ms.
Martin’s hobbies hover around the same creative and resourceful
activities of the school day, “When I'm not teaching I like to knit,
do ceramics, and paint.”

Ms. Martin is clearly a teacher who not only has a passion for
what she teaches but understands the subject, which is exemplified
in her teaching philosophy, “My goal is to provide a supportive
and enriching environment for all students to create their art in.
To have a room that lets people share their ideas. A room that will
help students create art. A strong art program also incorporates
a room focused on a variety of art media and provides a way to
talk about art criticism, art history, and aesthetics so they can see
themselves as an artist and can express themselves visually.”
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President Obama ends inaugural
speech with powerful message

“As we consider the road that unfolds before us, we
remember with humble gratitude those brave Americans
who, at this very hour, patrol far-off deserts and distant
mountains. They have something to tell us today, just as
the fallen heroes who lie in Arlington whisper through the
ages. We honor them not only because they are guardians
of our liberty, but because they embody the spirit of ser-
vice; a willingness to find meaning in something greater
than themselves. And yet, at this moment - a moment that
will define a generation - it is precisely this spirit that must
inhabit us all. For as much as government can do and
must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of the
American people upon which this nation relies. It is the

President Barack Obama delivers his inaugural
speech on January 20th in front of the U.S. Capitol
Building in Washington D.C.

Can you tell where these
rooms are located in MHS?

kindness to take in a stranger when the levees break, the
selflessness of workers who would rather cut their hours
than see a friend lose their job which sees us through our
darkest hours. It is the fire-fighter’s courage to storm a
stairway filled with smoke, but also a parent’s willing-
ness to nurture a child, that finally decides our fate. Our
challenges may be new. The instruments with which we
meet them may be new. But those values upon which our
success depends - hard work and honesty, courage and
fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and patriotism -
these things are old.

These things are true. They have been the quiet force
of progress throughout our history. What is demanded
then is a return to these truths. What is required of us
now is a new era of responsibility - a recognition, on the
part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves,
our nation, and the world, duties that we do not grudg-
ingly accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowl-
edge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so
defining of our character, than giving our all to a dif-
ficult task. This is the price and the promise of citizen-
ship. This is the source of our confidence - the knowledge
that God calls on us to shape an uncertain destiny. This
is the meaning of our liberty and our creed - why men
and women and children of every race and every faith
can join in celebration across this magniﬂcr_nt mall, and
why a man whose father less than sixty vears ago might
not have been served at a local restaurant can now stand
before you to take a most sacred oath,

So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we
are and how far we have travelled. In the vear of America’s
birth, in the coldest of months, a small band of patriots
huddled by dving campfires on the shares of an icy river.
The capital was abandoned. The enemy was advancing,
The snow was stained with blood. At a moment when the
outcome of our revolution was most in doubt, the father
of our nation ordered these words be read to the people:
“Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth of

Clues:

Top Left: This room has a lot of history
Top Right: Watch out, this teacher will put you in debt
Bottom Left: This is an easy one, it's just basic algebra

Bottom Right: Usually it's bad news if you find yourself in here

Answers:
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Planning
Is Power,

Some key people and facts
of Black History Month:

-Started in 1926 by historian Carter
G. Woodson and known as “Negro
History Week”

-Started in remembrance of important
people in black history and events of
the history of Black diaspora

-Second week of February chose
because of birthdays of Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass

-The week long observation became
official in 1976

-While Canada also celebrates the
month in February, in the United
Kingdom Black History Month occurs
in October

winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive...
that the city and the country, alarmed at one common
danger, came forth to meet [it].” America.

In the face of our common dangers, in this winter of
our hardship, let us remember these timeless words, With
hope and virtue, let us brave once more the icy currents,
and endure what storms may come. Let it be said by our
children’s children that when we were tested we refused to
let this journey end, that we did not turn back nor did we
falter; and with eyes fixed on the horizon and God’s grace
upon us, we carried forth that great gift of freedom and
delivered it safely to future generations.” (Obama)

Check out
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