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Smith has made big changes in four

Rachel.
Rachel has made everything about this
change positive, and now she’s happy with

changes is what
matters most.”
With that said,

*I used to hang out with my friends all the
time and that was it.” explained Rachel,

By: Tabitha Scott [Feature Editor]

The four years of high school can cause  “pone of us were d

vone, but high

many changes for students. Some may school changed that. who she is. “I'm a lot more laid backand I  no matter what
be good, while others might not. Tt all The change for Rachel occurred in the  feel good about who I am and my health,” change may hap
just depends on the type of change that is summer going into her junior year, and sharee ) I make it w
made. Taking a look back on that, senior the biggest change was easy to see by her Hisl . . o AL

Rachel A. Smith is a great example of body shape. “I just started working out a in e ood or W

what changes high school can bring to a lot and eating healthier,” Rachel shared. do and what you make of it, though, shortest pe

person. She sees herself now in a totally
different light.

Rachel started high school as a fresh-
man without worrying about am
bigger than little drama with her friends

though, is that this change also occurred
in Rachel mentally and emotionally. “1
think thart this change is really good and it

What many people don’t realize

kes me feel good about myself,” added

makes you the person you are, “When in a
kids reach high school they tend to care it definitely forms
more about their looks and they become
more independent,” said Rachel, “but the
person you make of yourself from these

Rachel Smith,
Senior

The end is near,

Well it appears as il another year has come
and gone. To me, this year went by insanely
fast as a tumultuous blur of events and activi-
ties. I don’t think I was paying attention half
the time. Darn. But seriously I'm completely
baffled at where all the time went. In no
time there will be a new crop of freshmen
to put in trash cans and give swirlies [just
kidding of course]. Current freshmen will
become sophomores. Sophomores are now
upper classmen. Juniors, in a quick transiton,
are now seniors (scary
huh?) And, of course,
the seniors will be set
free to wreak havoc and
on the rest of the world
(I say this in the nicest
way possible). Now don't
get emotional seniors,
but this is the last issue
of The Vox you will ever

read as students at

MHS.

Crying yet? Yeah

I figured/hoped you

By: Matt Barnd
[Photo Editor]

not necesarily so dear to the senior’s hearts

Armmantary
Wi VTR TS
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wouldn'’t be. Then agai
Doubtful. Right now th
tive mood of the senior class q
mind is a sprinter, poised in his blocks h
ready to run very, very very fast the the |
line fanywhere but here). Now, this may not
be true for everyone, but I think it's safe to
assume this is a fairly widespread sentiment.

Drew Clark threw the shot put far.

Only 1,012 days until June 17 2011111 T did
a bit of research and on this date in 1462 Vlad
the Impaler attempted to assassinate Mehmed
11 (veah I don't know either}. Actually there
are some interesting events that occurred on
this dav throughout history. Just search “June
17" in Wikipedia. Yes yes yes, | know it’s not
a reliable source, but I use it anyway.
For the next paragraph I wish the news-
paper had audio. Hey Sharon. (It’s an inside
joke. Well I guess not that inside. I would
estimate roughly 79 of you are familiar with
this ssmple saying. Don’t worry it’s perfectly

harmless everyone else. It’s not really so
much as joke as a phrase which is fun to say in
a certain voice, Ian LeBeau was the creator.

I just rambled in parentheses for a really long
time about nothing. Sorry)

Anvway.....” How is everyone? And why
do writers ask questions in their text? Do they
expect answers? How stupid is that? Who do

he v are asking question like that?

I would like to take this
he senior class. Not for
ut just for being who

to count the

times S0 many ade me laugh at
various times throug
You're all genuine, caring, talented people. |
know that you will go down as one of the most
umm....unique classes in school history (again
nicest way possible @) I'll miss so many of you
dearly.

Well, there you have it. Now enjoy the rest
of your Vox! I'll see you next vear whether
you like it or not hee...hee...hee. Farewell
gov'nors!

ut the past few years.
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Rumors are taking over the school halls

Too much worry-
ing about rumors
is yielding disas-
trous results

Peanut butter and jelly. Milk
and cookies. Cake and ice cream.
Ah, the oh-so delicious foods that
are synonymous with each other.
If in some strange world high
school was a food, what dish would
it come served with? Yep, you
guessed it-rumors! How could we
have high school without a rumor’s
Juicy goadness? We couldn't.

Nonetheless, as funny as it
can be to observe someone flip-
ping out over a bunch of lame,
senseless drama, rumors and the
whole fuss surrounding them are
quite overrated. I know some of
you, at surface depth, agre¢ with
this statement. But take a moment
to look a little bit deeper. Do you
really act thisway? You may think
rumors are a joke and a waste of
time, but do you really practice
what you preach? If not, then you
should give it a shot.

Next time you hear something
about yourself or someone asks
you a question that happens to be
completely ridiculous because of
what they “heard from so-and-

What do you do
when you hear
rumors going
around?

so,” try laughing it off and or just
simply dismissing it instead of
having a complete cow over it.
There’s a good chance it might
Just save you some energy and a
whole lot of trouble in the long
run! Because, after all, if 1it’s not
true, then why should 1t bother
you? It shouldn’t. But unfortunate-
ly, that’snot the way things always
seem ta work with us high school
students. However, next time it
happens, just take a deep breath
and think about how silly the situ-
ation is. That might just help you
get over it and realize it’s better to
not worry about it and just happily
move on with your day.

We tend to get extremely, and
often too caught up in the way that
others perceive us. And it might
Just be natural simply because of
the society that we live in today.
But so much stock should not be
put into what others think of you.
If you know the truth and what
kind of person you truly are, then
why bother with people that are
willing to speculate otherwise?
You can sit there and let them
Judge and let them be the ones to
look foolish, or you can throw a
fit and in turn make yourself look
like an even worse person than you
originally appeared. People who
are your true friends or are wor-

“l usually just ignore
rumors and don’t
spread the things |
hear. If someone is
starting a rumor about
me | just confront
them, it seems to solve
the problem.”

-Leah Smith,

freshman

thy of being
your friend
will not judge
and they will
take you for
who you are.
These are the
people you
should be
spending the
most of your
time with
anyways, not
the others.
Then of
course, there
are those who
intentionally
starl rurmors
about people,
usually to get
back at them,
or because
they’re jeal-
ous for what-
€Ver reason.
Do you really
achieve a strong sense of satisfac-
tion with yourself once your false
rumor hasfully bloomed and is be-
mgcirculated around the school at
a high frequency? I suppose there
may be a couple people out there
who do, and well I'm just going to
have to say that you're evil. But for
the others, next time you have a

simmilar issue arise and you have a
problem with someone, take it up
with them to their face. Step up, be
aman (or a woman), and talk it out
with them in person. Not only will
the other person be surprised, but
they will probably be impressed
with the way you handle the situ-
ation, and they will be more than
willing to try to work out your
problems with them. So. with this

“Whenever | hear “| don’t pay
rumors | usually attention to
just ignore them, them. They are
because they are pointless and
stupid.” stupid. People
-Mitch who start them
Osborn, ahre b;arsd with
thair lives.”
sophomore “Shelby
Perkins, junior

A group of students at lunch pretend to be spreading rumors, Aithough these students
are pretending, many other students do spread rumors during school all the time.

approach, everyone wins!

So next time you learn of a
rumor about yourself or you have
an issue with someone, take adeep
breath and think about the situa-
tion for a second. I know it sounds
cliche, but there is most likely a
better solution you can come (o
for the situation instead of the first
solution that pops into your head
among the slew of anger!

“| usually

don't listen

to them, |

try not to get

invovied with

stuff like that.”
-Augie

Logsdon,

senior

A well deserved chance

to kick back and relax

By: Patrick Tiernan [Opinion Editor]

Recently video of demoecratic candidate
Hillary Clinton appeared in which she was
drinking beer and taking shats of whiskey.
Though perfectly legal, the video raises the
question, should candidates drink while on
the campaign trail? This is a case of mod-
eration and bols down 1o how responsible
the canchdates are with the alcchol.

The process of running for president 1s a
lengthy and very strenuous one. Candidates
are constanily traveling all over the country
and are always under the watchful eye of the
media. [t can be a very demanding process
that can wear a person down.

Winding down with a glass of wime or
some beer can help relieve the stress and in
the overall picture help a candidate stay in
a good mind set. As long as it is enjoved in
moderation, alcohol is a perfectly fine stress
reliever for candidates.

Not only is a little aleohol deserved
by the candidates, it’s their constitutional
right. All the candidates are well over 21,
{especially MeCain), and have every right to
enjoy it as much as any other United States
citizen. Yes. their roles at the moment are
pretty significant, and yes it's important
that they stay on top of their game. But
one must remember that the candidates are
still people and are constantly under a lot

"DARE
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of pressure and scrutiny and are maybe
some of the most deserving to drink.
Though drinking aleohol is perfectly
acceptable for the candidates they must
remain very careful in how it's done.
While they are deserving of the chance
to wind down, there are risks to be
aware of. There’s a fine line between,
“Hey look I'm a normal atizen like yvouw,”
and having one too many drinks. At some
potnt the actions are going to send a nega-
tive message to the country. Inappropriate
comments slipped out and caught on tape
would spread across the country through
the media like virtual wild fire. One night
could cost a candidate months and months
of work. For this reason it’s important that
the type of drinking that candidates take
part in 1s secluded. Reserved to privacy and
the home and not as Hillary so daringly
did in a bar.
Drinking on the campaign trail also

raises the question, what abowt if that can-
didate makes it into the white house, should
they stop drinking then? In this situation
it’s best that the candidate does not drink
and remain completely alert at all times.
Unlike on the campaign trail. while in the
white house the president must be ready to
make decisions that immediately affect the
entire country at all hours of the day. It is
the president’s job to make decisions with
the country’s best intentions in mind (at least
I hear that’s how it used to work) and the
president cannot compronuse that in order
to kick back and relax.

Even though this might not be the most
important issue at hand. a candidate drink-
ing could possibly cost them the election.
Though it is well deserved it can be very
risky, For this reason the candidates must
be very careful in how drinking is partaken
in and where it happens.
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Drivers continue to park illegally at MHS

Despite the addition of 77 parking spots last year, students still dare to break the rules.

By: Jenna Koppedryer [Staff Writer]

As you may have already known the parking lot has
expanded. This past summer 77 parking spots were add-
ed, but that still hasn’t fully solved our parking prob-
lems. Mr. Semler finds himself calling students down to
the office to move their cars and every Saturday students
find themselves at restitution because of parking illegal-

Two illegally parked cars are shown in the south parking lot of
MHS. Almost everyday cars park illegally because there are

tion.

no spots or because they don't want to walk a long distance.

ly. Let’s be honest it’s a bit ridiculous.

The administration at Marion made the decision to
spend 7,400 dollars to add on to a parking lot that was
undersized and overused, Most students are grateful for
this addition and use it wisely, but there are still students
out there who don't take full advantage of the 7,400 dol-
lar addition.

Every day there are cars in the parking lot that are
parked in spots not added by the administration. Last
year, many students complained about how there was
never anywhere to park, especially if a person had first
block off, but now there are places to park and students
still find ways to complain about their parking situa-

Almost every day there are students who have parked
illegally. Then they complain about how they have no-
where to park. Most of these people who complain ar-
rive at school everyday at 8:19 and don’t even think of
looking in the north parking lot. No one wants to hear
someone whine and whimper about not having any-
where to park when they get to school as the bell is ring-
ing. The north lot is filled with empty spots, no matter
what time of day.

If a person is going to complain about parking, try to
just show up at a half-way decent time and take a look
in the north lot before creating a spot. The administra-
tion paid a lot of money to make a lot of people happy,
so take advantage; just be happy!

“| think illegal
parking is...illegal,
wrong, and immoral
and | did it once.”
-Joe Allen,
sophomore

“| think that if people
are parking illegally
we should have
more spaces or
people should come
to school earlier.”
-Shawna Van
Meighem, junior

“If there’s no spots
it's ok but if there
are spots the
people can suck it
up and walk to the
school.”

-Alanah Johnson,
junior

“l think it's ridiculous
that people park
illegally but we
should be able to
use the grass.”

-lan LeBeau,
senior

MHS could greatly benefit
from new science rooms

By: Tabitha Scott
[Feature Editor]

Every student here at Marion
High School has taken a science
class at some point in time. Through
this, students all get to see just how
poor the science rooms really are.
There is no space, a few of them are
very dirty and messy, and they don’t
make for a good learning environ-
ment. The sci-
ence rooms get
little attention in
this school, and
it's  something
that needs to be
changed.

One idea for
a change is to
add a new sci-
ence wing in the back part of the
high school. Doing this would allow
for more space and room for all the
students and teachers. Everything
in the rooms now are way over-
crowded and there is not enough
space for what little equipment they
do have. By adding this new wing,
there would be more space to work
with, and there would be room for

By adding this new wing,
there would be more space
to work with, and there
would be room for some
new equipment that the sci-
ence department could use.

some new equipment that the sci-
ence department could use. Also, the
lab space would be more spread out
and it would be easier for students to
work and learn in.

Another topic is the cleanliness
of the rooms. If anyone walks into
Mr. Perkins’ or Mr. Clark’s room,
they will see so many things that
have been packed close together that
it is close to im-
possible to keep
it all clean and
organized. They
also grow plants
and keep a va-
ricty of animals
in their rooms.
This makes
the rooms even
messier than
they need to be. With a new science
wing, teachers could have a room
just for those. This way, the rooms
wouldn’t be as messy or as unorga-
nized, and it would allow for a better
learning environment.

The best thing would be for a sci-
ence wing to be built that is modern
and well-equipped.

A crowded
science room
at Marion

High School is
shown. If a new
science wing
would be built
there would

be more room
for the items
shown and it
wouldn't need
to be as clut-
tered. Currently
there are five
classrooms at
MHS designat-
ed for science.

Jazzing up the school with music

By: Sam Rinehart
[Staff Writer]

A bell is just an annoy-
ing sound that students at
school hear thirteen times
a day. Instead of complain-
ing about these strenuous
sounds, there is a solution.
What if every time class was
dismissed, or when school
started, there was a song
that played? It would give
students five seconds to re-
lax and not have every hair
on their body stand straight
up from the irritating bells.
Students hear the same
sound thirteen times a day,
and adding a song as the
dismissal system would add
variety to everyones’ day.

Many students are
their own genre of mm
Some students don’t have
much variety in their choice
of music, so with music as
the dismissal system, stu-
dents would be involved in
more culture-rich environ-
ment, just by coming to
school.

The benefits of having
songs instead of bells

-Would relieve the stress of the normal

school day

-Students could request their favorite
songs and become involved in school

-Would spice up the students day
with different songs playing instead of

the same monotonous bell

-Think of how cool it would be to hear
“Good Vibrations” by Marky Mark and

the Funky Bunch everyday

-The same song schedule would help
kids remember where they need to go

Most peoples’ cell phones
have ring tones set as their
favorite songs. Instead of
hearing the monotonous
ring of a telephone every
ume the phone rings, people
change it up to hear some-
thing more lively. Why not
use the same strategy while
at school? Instead of hearing
the annoying bell, it would
just be like a ring tone.

Bells raise stress levels of
students, who are already
stressed about their home-
work that they have to fin-
ish along with everything
else they have to study for.
With more relaxing sounds,

hc—Ip lcn.-.'f-r the of
EVE tudents may

It may

would be ecasier to rem
ber where a student was g
ing. So for each lunch tume
there would be the same
relaxing sound. It would be

less stressful for students be-
cause they wouldn’t need to
think so much. The students
would know what the sound
is without thinking because
songs help people learn.
In classes like Spanish,
the teachers trv to think of
songs to make it easier to
remember things. So why
not change our schedule
system to make it easier on
students?

Abell is just an obnoxious
sound to dismiss class. Why
not have it be less strenu-
ous and stressful? Why not
have a gentle relaxing song
to dismiss and start class
instead of the dreaded bell
everyday?

Friends would get along
better because they wouldn't
be as stressed and every-
thing at school would start
to clear up quicker because
no one would be worried
about the annoying bells.
T'he bells need to go and
we all need io become less

stressed.
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inexpierenced team looks to underclassmen

The boys soccer team is young
and inexpierenced, but are strong
together where it matters most

By: Matt Barnd [Photo Editor]

Senior leadership is an instrumental part to the suc-
cess of a majority of high school athletic teams. These
seasoned vetereans can be relied on when adverse condi-
tions come up and in big time situations. However, not
all teams are lucky enough to have a plethora of senior
leaders to go to. The boys soccer team possesses only one
senior, which has called for some major adjustments.

“Jay Hagen is our only senior,” Junior Derck Kruger
commented. “Our team relies on him and he helps out
a lot. He is one of our three captains. It's made it so
there were more spots to fill on the team and so a lot of
us haven’t really played together.”
“This has called for some players to
step up and do some things that
they otherwise wouldn't have to.
“At times, some other people have
had to come and fill those leader-
ship spots.” Derrick added.

The three freshmen who have
been asked to start on the varsity
squad certainly fall into this cate-
gory. Curran Lipsett, Steen Irish,
and Keagen Menken had to make
the straight transition from middle
school to varsity ball. So far the
have performed nicely. “They’re doing well and really
helping the team out in the roles that they have had to
fill,” Kruger said of the youngsters.

This lack of upperclassmen hasn't made the team set

Derek Kruger,
junior

Steen Irish, freshman, dribbles the ball down the field while the Maguoketa defenders surround him. Maguoketa made
a good attempt, but couldn't defeat the Indians. Marion won 3 to 1.

their sight5s any lower, however. “We haven’t really set
any official ‘goals’ but it would be really cool if we we're
the first team at Marion to win the WaMaC,” Kruger
commented.

It appears that this might be out of reach for the Indians
at this point with a record of 10-2, but this definitely won’t
affect the intensity the team plays with and the hard work

they put in each and every day at their practices. The
boys continue to build chemistry and improve under the
guidance of coaches Jon Hauskins and Eric Hubbell. Both
of those coaches are Marion High School graduates and
both played on the varsity boys soccer team a few years
back. The future of Marion boys soccer is bright.

Girls skippin’ out on rain

Having some fun in the sun

By: Samuel Kiburz [Staff Writer]

Golf is unique. Its a hobby but is
also a sport at the same time. “Golf is
one of those things that I did just be-
cause I wanted to have a good time, but
it turned into something else. I learned
to love it,” Muriel Oltmann stated so
proudly. The girl’s golf team on average
has about 12 girls join annually; some
don’t return.

Muriel sure
did, shes been
coming bhack ev-
ery year since
her freshman golf
season. “I love it,
I get to golf every
day after school,
and at the same
time [ get to hang
out with some of
the funniest girls
in the world.”
Gaolf is one of those sports that you

Muriel Otimann,
junior

Alexis Bailey, junior, tees off at the Marion Invitational at
Gardner golf course. This is Alexis' third year on varsity.

can be not amazing at, but still have
a blast at it. * I know that I'm net
the best, but I still have fun doing it.”
Muriel stated. “When you golf it’s a
fecling that can’t be beat. Even just be-
ing outside makes it better than any-
thing else.”

Muriel has been participated in golf
since she was a freshman. “It doesn’t
feel like its my third vear being in golf,
I think it’s gone by so fast because we
have so much fun. We take it seriously
but the team and T still know how to
have fun,” Muriel stated.

The girls golf team has up to ten
meets annually. Some other sports
have had to cancel tennis and track
meets, and even soccer games. But
what about the golf team, some may
ask why they have barely had any meets
get cancelled.? “It seems like we have
all of our meets at the perfect times, we
barely ever get practice or even meets
cancelled or postponed due to weather,
* Muriel added.

The girls golf
team has nine-
hole meets, but
they also have a
lot of eighteen-
hole meets. “It
sucks having
to do the eigh-
teen-hole meets,
it seems weird
that we're high
school  pgolfers
and we're golfing
the same amount
as professionals,”
Muriel said with
confusion. “And
the eighteen hole
meets take a re-
ally long time to
finish.”

By: Pat Tiernan [Opinion Editor]

With last year’s varsity tennis team
enjoying an undefeated regular season
and only one of the six varsity players re-
turning, it’s safe to say there was a decent
amount of pressure on this season’s team.
Though the group hasn't experienced the
same successes, it's not saying they aren’t
giving it their all.

Omne student who has been prepar-
ing for the season and looks forward to
what it will bring is sophomore Greg Bys.
Greg spent the summer months practic-
ing along with teammates at the high
school courts. Greg ecommented on the
workouts, “It was important to practice
because | improved my skills by work-
ing on my back hands and serving.”
Joining him in the brutal weather was
varsity teammates Dan Bandfield, Bryce
Shriner, and Cyle Clinton. Other team-
mates making up the Varsity Tennis
Team are freshman Keleb Gehman and
the lone varsity returnee, senior Sam
Hart.

Greg enjoyed success at the J.V. level
last season with a 6-2 record and would
like to see some of the same results. His
goals for this season aren’t too exten-
sive and simply include to win at least
a couple meets and to win some double
matches with teammate Bryce. While

success is fun it's not the most enjoy-
able thing about tennis for Greg, “My
favorite things about tennis include be-
ing outdoors, my sweet racket, and the
competition.”

Though keeping a positive outlook,
Greg admits that the team as a whole
doesn’t have the same skill level as last
year, “It’s disappointing because now
we’re not as good as before.” One up-
side to this fact is
the pressure of re-
peating last year’s
success 1s mini-
mal, Greg com-
mented, “There
pressure
because we knew
we weren’t going
to be as good be-
cause we lost five
of our six varsity
players from last
year.” Even if measurable success isn’t
achieved Greg realizes at the end of the
year there will still be accomplishments,
“I think at the end of the season we’ll end
up being well-rounded players and we’ll
have good memories.”

While a state championship might not
be in reach, the team will continue to try
their best every meet and enjoy them-
selves while doing it.

is no

Greg Bys,
sophomore
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He's the all around best

By: Sam Kiburz [Staff Writer]

Track is a spring sport, we all know thai. But
the saying goes, “Spring showers brings May flow-
ers” Showers is definitely what the weather was
like on Thursday, April 24* and Friday. April
25th, 2008. For all of you non-track enthusiasts,
those two days are the first and second day of the
Drake Relays.

Drake University has hosted the meet every
year since 1909. Drake is known for its blue track
mostly, but the school is also known for hosting
the Drake Relays, the most prestigious of all high
school track meets. After Drake comes state and the
only difference between the Drake Relays and the
state mect is that at Drake there are no school size
barriers. So that means that the small 1A schools
are competing agamst the gigantic 4A schools.
To win the Drake Relays in any event means that
you are the best in your event of every runner of
thrower in the state, not just in your school size but
in the whole state regardless of school size.

This year marked the 99" anniversary of the
Drake Relays, and Marion High School’s very
own Drew Clark, '09, was there for the action.
Drew wasn't only there he dominated the compe-
tition and came out on top in the shot put. “Yeah
it felt really good to come out on top at Drake,”
Drew announced.

This isn't the first time Drew has made and ap-
pearance at Drake. He also qualified last year in
the shot. “Last year as a sophomore I placed 10*

at drake in the shot. So this year I really wanied 1o
improve, all my hard work really paid off.” Drew
sancd

The shot put was on the Friday of the Drake
Relays weekend. “In the shot put the prelims and
finals are on the same day,” Drew confirmed. In
the shot put you get 3 chances and the best of those
three chances is your score. “In the prelims on my
first put T got in out 53 feet, after 1 did that [ knew
that I would make 1t to the finals. It was good that
I got a good throw on my first try since I scratched
on my second and third put,” Drew stated.

Since at Drake you're competing aganst the
whole state, the competition is usually greater than
any other meet held throughout the track season.
“The competition seemed extra difficult this year.
All the guys were jacked up because it was Drake,
so that helped a lot of people throw better that
they usually would,” Clark stated proudly.

Drew thought that maybe he could have done
a lot better if the weather would have been more
permitting. On Thursday earlier during the day it
had rained for a substantial amount of time, and
trust that the water accumulated. “All the water
from the rain had drained down into the field, and
went over into the pit. That made it kind of slip-
pery,” Drew stated.

Drew definitely made an impressive showing
at Drake and it is expected that he will do that
same at the state meet in mud May. “I'm excited
for state now that I saw what was at Drake.” Drew
said with confidence.

]

Drew Clark, junior, spins to pick up momentum as he preparas to throw
the shotput at the district meet at Thomas Park.

Making new memories

By: Jordan Garretson
[Co-Executive Editor]

It is often agreed upon that the base-
ball season is the longest among any
high school sports. While it may or may
not be by the actual calendar length,
the long summer days spent out in the
beaming sunshine hitting the tires or
chasing down fly balls arc undoubt-
edly exhausung.
For Ryan Clark,
senior, this 1s es-
pecially true, as
he rarely fnds
a break in base-
ball activity long
enough to be
deemed an “off-
season.”

“Well T guess
there 1s no off-
season for me.,”
Ryan said. But
the official season holds a specific place
in Ryan’s mind, which he misses dear-
ly every year. “What I miss the most
about summer is probably Coach Fish’s
jokes or days when I know I'm pitch-
ing,” Ryan explained.

Of course there are the negatives for
Ryan as well. “[What I muss the least
1s] easily how much time it takes up,
some days are a 12 hour day,” Ryan
said. But the time that baseball takes
up doesn’t cause Ryan’s commitment
to falter, by any means. Ryan has been
playing baseball, or at least a form of
it. ever since he was 6, when he started
with t-ball. And with the ‘08 season be-
ing his last before he moves on to play
at Kirkwood next year, he had been
working to make it his best yet. “[I fo-
cused on] my command while pitching,
and just being able to hit spots,” Ryan
stated.

For Ryan’s high school career, he
has seen the majority of his work come
from the pitching mound, as well as the
outfield when not pitching. However,
there may be a slight change to that

N
Ryan Clark, senior
baseball player

this upeoming season. “I might play
first this vear, a little less strenuous on
the arm when I'm not pitching,” Ryan
explained. At first base, Ryan would be
on the finishing end of the majority of
plays, as opposed to the outfield where
he would have 1o make longer throws
more often.

Ryan recognizes that the team will
have its work cut out for it in trying to
fill the holes that are left from players
leaving last year. “The most important
thing is batting, we lost a lot of good
hitters last vear so I think that will be
the x-factor for our team, how well we
bat,” Ryan exclaimed. Nonetheless,
Ryan still has high aspirations for him-
self and the team this year, “[My goals
are] For the team I hope to wimn the
WaMaC and make it to state, and for
myself to win 10 games [as pitcher],”
Ryan shared.

Among Ryan’s favorite moments
in his baseball career is when he won
two games as Pitcher against Benton
last season. as well as going to state his
sophomore year. Ryan and the rest of
the Indians will be locking forward to
making more great moments hike these

i *08.
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Softball turns over a new leaf

By: Jenna Koppedryer
[Staft Writer]

In last couple of years the softball
program has hit a rough patch. With
over 20 different coaches in the last 10
years, it has been hard to get the pro-
gram up and running. But now, with
Kim Knapp as the coach and some
persistence, the softball program is de-
termined to make a 180-degree turn.

“I would have liked for us to do
better last year,” said Rachel Dullea,
senior, “we had a lot of talent, we just
couldn’t connect.” This was the general
feeling among most of the softball fans
and roster. The softball 2007 team end-
ed with a 17 and 21 season, and a less
than satisfying finish. But new coach
Kim Knapp plans on making some sig-
nificant changes.

“We're turning over a new leaf,”
said Rachel Dullea. By this they mean
changing the entire look, starting with
the dugouts. You may not have no-
ticed, but the dugouts have had a color
change from the plain old green to a
spirited red and yellow.

But the dugouts aren’t the only ones
with spirit. the softball team has a
new spririt and new determination as
well. “We really want to turn our team
around,” explained Rachel, “instead of
having more losses than wins, we want
to see more wins.”

How do they plan on making these
changes? *We arc making a stronger
dedicanon and are working harder
than ever before,” Rachel said. Rachel
and many of the other girls are going to
workouts every week. “We work a lot on
fundamentals and some of the primary
skills for softball” explained Rachel.
Although it may seem repetitive, these
workouts really do help. “Every year
you come into the season and you
haven’t played for nine months straight
and all of a sudden you'’re thrown into
game you feel like you haven't played
for years,” Rachel said, “but now that
we have the workouts I don’t feel that
way.”

The softball program has much to
look forward to and many victories to
enjoy. But they have to do the work be-
fore they can experience the joy.

“Every year you come into the season and
you haven't played for nine months straight
and all of a sudden you're thrown into game
you feel like you haven'’t played for years,
but now that we have the workouts | don't
feel that way.”

-Rachel Dullea, senior
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One of the early years’ best

The recent success of the movie Iron Man, yet another movie based

on a Marvel comic book, entertains movie goers of all ages.

By: Patrick Tiernan go.
[Opinion Editor]

I have to admit the first time I saw
the preview for fron Man I didn’t have
good initial thoughts. The plot just
didn’t seem probable and T wasn’t
very fond of a man building a suit
to escape a terrorist capture. After
seeing fron Man though, my overall
opinion of the movie has changed
and taking into mind it’s based on a
comic book, I can let certain things

The lron Man movie display is shown at the Wehrenberg Galaxy. /ron Man
has done well in the theatres and earned over 100 million dollars in the
opening weekend.

Despite low expectations, I ended
up enjoying this movie very much.
The movie holds the right combina-
tion of action and comedy and fol-
lows an interesting story line. The
movie includes mind-blowing tech-
nology along with solid special ef-
fects. Robert Downey Jr is great in
the lead as Tony Snark and Gwyneth
Paltrow fits in well as his trusty as-
sistant.

The basic plot around fron Man

centers around an extremely bril-
liant and wealthy businessman
named Tony Stark. After gradu-
ating from ML.LT. at the age of
seventeen and getting hold of his
father's weapon manufacturing
business at age twenty-one, Stark
is one of the most powerful men
in the world. After a traumatic
experience though, in which he is
captured by terrorists who try to
force him to build them one of his
weapons, Stark makes some life
changing decisions, Stark chang-
es from his old ways and decides
to start putting his efforts into do-
ing good things for the world.
Iron Man is solid throughout
and joins a long list of Marvel

comic books

movies, The

Ghostrider.

cessful movies. fron Man joins
a solid list that
X-Men films, The Hulk, the
Spiderman films, Fantastic Four
Punisher, Blade

movies, Daredevil, Electra, and

includes the

I would recommend fron Man
to anyone who is a fan of the
other Marvel Studios movies or
action flicks in general. fron Man
is exciting and interesting from
beginning to end and is sure to
entertain. Overall I rate Fron Man
a three and a half out of four,

into  suc-

Mariah Carey is the still the boss

By: Sam Rinehart [Staff Writer]

Some people may just know her by her
many number one hits, some know her by
her many nicknames. No matter how they
know her, she is still one of the best of all
time. Mariah Carey is the only female artist
and the 2™ artist of all time behind Elvis to
have eighteen number one songs on the top
100 billboard. Mariah’s latest CD release
is called E=MC2, but many people know
her songs from her album before called The
Emancipation of Mimi.

Mariah Carey can sing in many octaves.
Her highest octave is two octaves higher
than the highest soprane. Mariah has many
skills in singing and has a beautiful voice,
however, she does not only have a voice, but
also meaningtul lyrics. Her song hero was
a huge step in her career and helped many
people realize that they are special. Mariah

Mariah’s Number One Hits

(1) Vision Of Love
(2) Love Takes Time
(3) Someday
(4) I Don’t Wanna Cry
(5) Emotions
(6) I'll Be There
(7) Dreamlover
(8) Hero
(9) Fantasy
(10) One Sweet Day
(11) Always Be My Baby
(12) Honey
(13) My All
(14) Heartbreaker
(15) Thank God I Found You
(16) We Belong Together
(17) Shake It Off
(18) Touch My Body

changed people’s views of themselves and
helped them live their life to the fullest.

Mariah’s new CD has fourteen songs.
One of her songs is called Touch My Body
and many people get the wrong impression
of Mariah from this song. They assume that
this is all she is about. Mariah’s CD has oth-
er songs on relationships, friendships and
other important aspects to life. The songs
have important meanings behind them and
they can be heard by just listening to the
words. Not only are there deep ideas in the
songs, but it doesn’t hurt the ears. Her voice
is amazing.

In her new CD, it really shows off all of
her talents in writing. There are fast pace
and slow pace songs. The different genres
of songs show off her wide ability to sing.
Her voice is the best thing about this CD. It
is recommended that the CD is bought and
listened to over and over. It is that good.

*Mariah Carey is
naturally a good
singer.”

-Zach Sindelar, senior

“Her version of ‘We
Belong Together’ really
gets me."

-Kelsey Labs, junior

“I like to listen to Mariah
Carey because she is
very inspiring to me.”

-Brittany Fish,
sophomore

Book has perfect ingredients

By:Sam Kiburz [Staff Writer]

Love, friendship, and death,
sounds like the right ingredients to
a perfect read. All three of those
things previously listed are in the
book, Looking for Alaska, written
by John Green. The story starts
with Miles “pudge” Alter. Miles’, a
normal kid from a middle class fam-
ily, dad wants him to go to a private
prepatory academy in Alabama,
which his dad also attended years
before he doesn’t really vocally
protest this deci-
sion that was made
for him, since he is
what some might
call an “outcast.”

Once Miles gets
to the school, in
late August, he and
his parents unload
all of his belong-
ings. Of course his
mother has to go up to his room and
make his bed for the first time and
get everything squared away, but
after all of that he says his good-
byes to his parents and they leave.
Almost immediately after his par-
ents leave the reader meets, The
Colonel. The colonel is a very intel-
ligent boy who comes from hard a
background. Once Miles and The
Colonel introduce themselves they
go out for some fun, where Miles
meets Alaska, a beautiful girl with a
free spirit and an intelligent mind.

Alaska 1s the focus of the whole
story. She comes from a very inter-
esting background. When she was
fairly young, Alaska’s mom tragi-
cally died. Alaska was right there

when he mother went down, and

Looking for Alaska won
the 2006 Michael L.
Printz Award from the
American Library As-
sociation and a movie
adaptation is planned to
be released in 2008.

being so young didn’t know what
to do. Alaska’s father blamed the
death on her. She was unaware of
what was going on but was aware
that her mother was gone and her
father hated her, hated her so much
that he sent her away to school in
Alabama. On that tragic day of her
mother’s death, Alaska decided that
she would remember this day every
year and visit her mothers grave to
let her know that she did love her,
and didn’t mean for this to happen.

After a fun run of getting into
trouble, cheat-
ing on tests, and
building friend-
ships, the vyear
scemed to be
going  perfect.
But then some-
thing happened.
“Alaska”  real-
ized that it was
the day of her
mother’s death, and she had forgot-
ten. So, Alaska drove off the schools
campus and on her way she rammed
her car into another car. This acci-
dent ended her life,

But Miles and The Colonel beg
to differ. To them it was not an ac-
cident it was a suicide, This story is
about love and forgiveness. And if
anyone has ever lost a loved one this
hook is the book for you.

Looking for Alaska, has all of the
main ingredients that need to be in
a good novel. This book isn't only a
good book, it’s an amazing piece of
literature. The story starts and ends
perfectly, from the first sentence
to the closing paragraph. It ended
with great closure.
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Maddie’s is the place for

southern-food lovers

Conveniantly
located right

By: Chelsey Banes
[Co-Executive Editor]

Maddie’s Place is a fam-
ily owned restaurant located off
Tama Street, right inside the
doors of the M.A.C. Extreme.
Maddie’s Place opened October
298 92007. “We opened because
there are too many fast food and
not enough Southern homemade
food,” stated ?7?

Maddie's Place is conveniantley located right inside of The M.A.C. The restaurant
changes their menu weekly to inlude specials and other novelties. It's all delicious

Maddie’s place has a variety
of food that changes every week.
“Our menu changes weekly so
you never are bored with the
menu,” commented ? owner of
Maddie’s Place. From soups and
salads to gumbo and jambalaya
Maddie’s place is sure to have
what you're looking for. The food
is all homemade and to die for.
The best part about the food is its
uniqueness and it's southern tang.
Not only is there entrées there
are delicious homemade desserts
like Punch Bowl Cake, which is a
layered yellow cake with cherries
pineapple, and whipped cream

and homemade and with a southern tang.

and fruit filled smoothies. If the
food isn’t enough to get you to
come in the prices definitely are.
Almost everything on their menu
is under ten dollars and will fill
you up. Maddie’s Place also serves
for groups and does catering.

Not only is the food
excellent but also the service is
great. The workers are very kind
and welcoming and the environ-
ment its very comfy cozy. It’s a
great place to go and relax after
a hard day at work or school or
even hang out at before going out
on a Friday night. You can even
stop in with a group of friends and
have a good home
cooked meal of your
choice. The owners
work hard to keep
the restaurant fun
and entertaining by
having couples night
and in the summer
they have a weekly
barbeque. You'll of-
ten hear the upscale
jazz music pouring
OutL.

If you're look-
ing for a place to
eat lunch but your
not craving a greasy
hamburger and fries,
Maddie’s Place is the
place for you to go.
With it’s homemade
food and its south-
ern tang and south-
ern hospitality you'll
keep coming back for
more.

Intriguing Internet

With all the technology in the world today there really is no ex-
cuse for being bored. Out of everything offered though my favorite,
barely edging out television, are computers and the Internet. With
countless websites that offer basically everything imaginable the
Internet is a great way to pass some time.

As much as I hate to admit it, |
really do love Facebook. There’s just
something about being able to jump
from person to person, learning details
about others that you really didn’t
want to. From the ridiculous groups
to the fun applications; Facebook of-
fers hours of entertainment: Facebook
also gets better with age because, asits
popularity continues to grow, so will
its capabilities and applications.

Another amusing website has a
name tells it all, addicting games.com. With games from numerous
genres, this is the perfect website if you are bored and looking for
something to do. There are literally thousands of games to choose
from and you are sure to find one you will enjoy. My personal
favorites include The Impossible Quiz, Mini Put, Boneless Girl,
Curveball, and Clear Vision.

One website that I've spent hours on a time at is Moola.com.
Moola is a website where you can play three simple games for free
with actual money. Because Moola makes all of its money through
advertising, the user never once has to pay for anything. Once you
sign up you receive a free penny and off you go. Though a little
boring at first once you get into the serious cash, Moola becomes
extremely entertaining and addicting,

What I believe to be the next generation in Internet and televi-
sion, Hulu.com is a website where you can watch full-length televi-
sion shows and funny movie clips. There are hundreds of choices
to watch and Hulu includes some of the biggest shows like The
Office, House, and Family Guy. The quality is excellent and the
clips download fairly fast. The only downside is that only newer
episodes are featured and the movies aren’t full length. Allin all
though Hulu is a very entertaining site.

Some of the best sites of the Internet are the random and com-
pletely ridiculous ones that are surprisingly entertaining. Recently |
found a Youtube video (Bored? 10 Fun/Weird /Funny/Cool Interac-
tive Websites) that features websites that are unique and surprisingly
amusing. Some of my favorites are virtual bubble wrap, lite brite,
make my people sing, string spin toy. and the zoom quilt. All the sites
highlight one activity and are a great way to shoot the breeze.

Next time vou find yourself on the Internet searching for an
interesting site check one of the previously mentioned. Each site
offers a different way to stay occupied and maybe even a couple
bucks richer.

By: Pat Tiernan
[Opinion Editor]

MTV takes a hew
spin on nhewspaper

By: Matt Barnd [Photo Editor]

Knowing this from being a
member of the journalism class
for three years, I can tell you
first hand that the tension and
drama that can be found inside
these classrooms can at times
be nothing short of ridiculous.
The tumult of deadlines, rela-
tionships, and gossip cause for a
situation ready to explode. This
everyday stress filled hostility is
captured in MTV's new reality
show “The Paper.”

The show follows several of
the main editors in the Journal-
ism class at Cypress Bay High
school, which has one of the
largest student bodies of any
high school in the country. To
these kids, the paper is their life.
Occupying a majority of their
livelihood and always on their
minds, the students live and
die by their work. For most it
is the only extra/co-curricular
activity they participate in, and
for many it is their future carcer
dream, and the only thing they
want to be doing in their adult
life.

The main focus of the show
revolves round the editor in
chiel. The first episode of the
season followed the selection
process and displayed how
important this position is to
the members of the paper staff,
and what each individual did

to attempt to make themselves

stand out from the other can-

didates. The girl who ends
up obtaining the position is
disliked by almost all of the
rest of the staff. This makes for
some interesting, awkward, and
rather humorous situations.

This show appears to be
consistent with a majority of
MTYV shows, having over the
top characters in the midst of
overly dramatic situations. Itis
entertaining to see the awkward
situations unfold before you and
to laugh at a few of the ridicu-
lous characters. Despite being
called the paper, a large part
of the 22 minutes that makes
up each episode is delegated
to situations not necessarily
relevant to their journalistic
work. Instead, it focuses on
the drama and tension amidst
the characters, which can be
associated with any high school
scene. It's interesting, but com-
mon everyday material.

The show may be worth
thirty minutes of your time,
but I would hesitate to tell you
to make watching “The Paper”
a normal part of your Monday
evening routine. Lacking a
lot of substance, “The Paper”
certainly won’t provide a life
changing experience for you,
but it will provide a half hour’s
worth of entertainment if don’t
have anything else to do.

For some the wait is worth it

By: Jenna Koppedryer
[Staff Writer]

1 scream, you scream, we all
scream for ice cream! It’s that
time of year again! The ice cream
season has officially started. But
there are so many places to go
and ice cream to eat, so where do
you start?

Well let’s start with the basics
if you want the classic soft-serve
ice cream cone the good ol’ Dairy
Queen or The Freeze is the way
to go. But that’s not all they have
to offer, The Freeze also has
all different kinds of blizzards,
slushies, and lots of other great
ice cream creations. Another plus

about The Freeze is that it has that
home town feel. Tastee Freeze is
located on Grand Avenue and 11th
Street only a couple blocks from
the high school. Tastee Freeze
has been in Marion since I can
remember, and each and every time
1 have been more than pleased with
their products. You may be able to
get the same kinds of ice cream
somewhere else, but The Freeze
just makes me feel like home

But let’s say The Freeze just
isn’t floatin’ your boat, Dairy
Queen is the next best thing. Dairy
Quee But let’s say The Freeze
just isn’t floatin’ your boat, Dairy
Queen is the next best thing. Dairy
Queen and The Freeze have the

Cold Stone Creamery is lacated off either Highway 100, or Collins Rd.

in Marion. It is very normal for the line to protrude outside the door.
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same kinds of ice cream, but
Dairy Queen has a wider variety
of selection compared to Tastee
Freeze. Dairy Queen also offers
different kinds of creations, such as
chocolate covered cherry blizzards
and brownie earthquake desert.
Some Dairy Queens even offer
other things besides ice cream.like
cheese balls, chili cheese dogs
and various other snacks. There
are two Dairy Queen locations
in Marion one at 1101 Eagleview
Blvd. and the other at 2100 Seventh
Avenue.

Dairy Queen and The Freeze
are similar in their styles, but
Cold Stone is on the opposite
end of the ice cream spectrum.
At Cold Stone you can choose to
have one of their many creations
or dare to make your own. But
there’s more to choose from than
just plain vanilla, chocolate, or
strawberry. At Cold Stone, they
also have other crazy ice creams
like cake batter, cheesecake, or
oatmeal cookie batter ice cream.
So if you're looking for something
different and new, Cold Stone is
the way to go.

The Freeze, Dairy Queen, or
Cold Stone, all of them are great
and can satisfy your ice cream
craving. If you‘re looking for
blizzards or slushies, The Freeze
and Dairy Queen are your best
bet. But if you're looking for
something fresh and innovative
Cold Stone will please your pallet.
Either way you go, all of these
places are undoubtedly grand.
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Ryther takes big steps
‘into the real world

Chelsey Banes [Co-Executive Editor]

Like many seniors from Marion High School, Natalie Ryther,
headed to college after graduating from Marion in 2007. Natalie was
involved with a lot at the high school such as being a volleyball captain
and homecoming queen in 2006.

Although Natalie left for U of I almost a year ago, she continues
many of her friendships she had during high school. Although some are
far way, the strength of their friendship has lasted them all year. “We
always hang out when we are back, together or go up and visit. It is also
nice having one of my best friends at college with me, only a hallway
away,” Commented Natalie. Besides keeping her high school friends
Natalie has continued to make new friends. “Most of my new friends
are from my soronity(alpha phi). There are about 30 girls that joined
my sorority house the same time as I did and I love all of them.”Stated
Natalie, Joining a sorority should be an option everyone considers,

“I believe joining the preek system was the best way for me to make
friends. We do a lot of great things through being in a sorority; a lot of
community service and donating to our favorite organization (American
Heart Association).” Natalic added.

As seniors, picking a major can be tough for anyone, as Natalie
found out, you might not always stick to what you pick anywyas. “I
originally came to school to be a nurse, but the competitiveness of the
program (757300 make it) I was pretty turned off so second semester I
have switched to elementary education,” explained Natalie. Although
switching a major can be difficult, it can really pay off. “I LOVE I'T,”
Natalie exclaimed.

Besides picking a major, another tough decision for many
seniors face is picking their college. There are endless choices of
colleges from universities to community schools. Some are lucky
enough to choose the college of #heir dreams while others wind up
switching after the first semester. “I LOVE the University of lowa,
there are so many different groups of people and so many opportunities
to be involved. I also love the size and how beautiful the campus is,”
Natalie elaborated. The campus isn’t the only concern of many college
students, the dorms and apartments offered are also important. “I live
in Burge and love it because it is right in the middle of campus and
of the two dining areas on campus, Burge has one right in it,” offered
Natalie. Therefore, whether it’s the food are of the bedrooms there are

many things to consider before heading off to college.
Leaving high school is something everyone looks
forward to, graduating and finally getting a chance
to make their mark on the world. Natalie stated, “My

favorite part of college is being independent

being away from high school and home
can be fun there are always things
.-_._‘«"-m't P:iﬂgl:'.’_f to be missed. “The thing I miss
.___‘-‘-_‘-___-_‘-h‘“- - = e -
most about high school is
definitely playing sports
and

; ~ being

involved,
1 also miss how easy
was and how much I took
granted,” added Natalie.
College can be a fun, new experience but

can also be a lot of work. “T'he hardeest
transition from high school to college was
learning how to study: It hit me pretty hard
first semester, but I'm finally catching on,” said
Natalie. Although Natalie isn’t one to have any
regrets there are a few things she would have

changed. “1 wish in high school I would've taken
courses at Kirkwood to get ahead. Since Marion
will pay for some of them, I should of taken
advantage of that,” sigh Natalie. Natalie knows
she can’t change anything now but she hopes her
advice can hel somcone else. “Work your butt off
in high school and get good study habits then,
then college won't be such a slap in the face. Hang
out with your friends as much as you can in high
school, because you will miss them a lot when you
go to college,” ended Natalie.

it
it for

and hanging out with my friends.” Though m%

Past. Present

Future Engineer
continues path at IS

By: Jenna Koppedryer (Staff Writer)

Many juniors at Marion High School try to get them selv
prepared for their senior year, but one student is leading the
Glidewell, junior is that one special student. He has already |
three college visits, already has taken A.P. classes, and alread
for internships for next year. One could say that all of those
definitely going to prepare him for his senior year and for co
future.

For right now Isaac, just reaching the end of his junior ye
high school, mainly just wants to have fun, with his friends.
have fun withe my friends this year and next year but I don’t
losing my focus for school, 1 want to maintain my grades but
friends,” Isaac confirmed,

Isaac is very prepared for next year, “I've already taken A
History, and that was not easy so that has really prepared me
year when I'm going to take more A P. classes and college cl:
had to right a lot of essays and stuff like that,” Isaac stated.

Not only should juniors be thinking about what colleges t
to go to, they should also be planning college visits. Majority
students go on a numerous amount of visits. Isaac himself h:
three visits already. He has been to; Kirkwood Community (
University of Towa, and Dordt University. “ My favorite coll
have visited was Dordt University,” Isaac said (Dordt Univer
northwestern Iowa, very close to the Iowa and South Dakot:

Many students don’t know what they want to do for their
some college juniors don't even know what they want to do,
does. “I’'m seriously looking into majoring in engineering, bu
sure what kind of engineering yet,” Isaac told. Isaac also rea
do interships this summer or maybe even next year school ye

Every student should set goals for them selves at the begi
each year and try to reach those goals. Many seniors come d
a little sickness called, “sentoritis™ but some can over come tf
maintain their strong work habits. Isaac plans on doing just |
want to have fun my senior year. but I also am going to keep
that I need to do good in school and maintain my G.PA.,” I:
with assurance.

Not only is Isaac
year he’s going in with
comes from all of his extra
since the beginning of this
extra AP classes but

prepared for his s
confidence. His «
work that he has
year. Not only by
by goir

the limit of

need to graduate,

He is ready for his SETIOT 1
fall. But of course Isaac h
for next year, he's not going t
his laurels. Isaac wants Lo simy

and enjoy his last year of higl

with all of his friends, and lc
and think that he got a lot a
in four years of high schoal
But there is more to Isaac
just have fun next year, he
to do apply for a lot of schol
“I need to apply for a lot
scholarships,” Isaac stated.
With all of his hard we

probably will.
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Ready for big steps a
year early

By: Sam Kiburz (Staff Writer)

High school is a time to discover who you are and who you are
going to be. High school is a time to make life-changing
decisions that could affect you forever. It is a time to
enjoy the present and look forward to the future. The
future could mean anything, from going to college and
becoming rich to enlisting into the army and fighting for
your country, but for senior Casey Fangmann the future is
Towa State.

In the fall of 2008 Casey will be heading off to college
to major in engineering, and begin his future and the rest of his
life as an adult. The step from high school to college is nowhere
near small, it is more of a leap than anything, but Casey is ready
to make the leap and begin a new college life- But just because
you are ready, it doesn’t mean you're high school memories of fun
and games are gone. There are still the great football games and
friends to come. “I am excited to meet new people and become
successful,” explained Casey.

Even though Casey may be heading off to college and
leaving his hometown Marion behind, it doesn’t mean he will be
forgotten. “I want to be remembered as number one,” said Casey,
“My biggest high school moment is getting Val Victorian and
medaling in a JV golf meet.”

Casey will be remembered greatly among many students here
at Marion and will never be forgotten but Casey won't forget
Marion cither. “If I could re-experience any moment it would be
all the football games and full-out bedy painting for the girl’s state
basketball game.” But high school is much more than just sports
and games; it is also a learning experience. “My most memorable
teacher is probably Mr. Wikert, just because he scared me for all
four years of high school,” explained Casey, “but Mr. Raymond’s
psychology class was probably my favorite because Mr. Raymond
is hilarious.”

Casey's high school journey is coming to an end and now must
move on to his next journey, college. “The hardest adjustment
[from high school to college] is probably the responsibility.” But
there’s much more to college than just classes and studying. “I'm
looking forward to the freedom that comes with
college and just everything in general,” said Casey,
“I"'m motivated by my desire to succeed.”

This kind of attitude will get Casey far and
help him with the leap from the high school
life to the college life. Good luck to all you
seniors with the leap

ahead,
there
are high hopes for you all.

The Class of “08:
Senior Voting &

Class Motto:

“There’s a big world out there. Bigger than prom,
bigger than high school, and it won’t matter if you
were the prom queen or the quarterback of the foot-
ball team or the biggest nerd. Find out who you are
and try not to be afraid of 1t.” - Anonymous

Number of Graduates: 143
Class Flower: Tulip

Class Colors: Silver and Ruby Red

Looking Ahead

“Summer, and the gifts”
- Ryan Clark, senior

“Making it to a four year college and getting
a job and a wonderful, wonderful life.”
-Hannah Clendenen, senior

“Not dealing with
stupid people and
getting to the next level”

-Dan Morgan, senior

“Going to college and meeting new people.”
-Sam Houseman, senior

“Not coming to school and just chilling like
a villan.”
-Gabbey Rowland, senior
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Theln is finally here}

Name: Svenja Otto

Main Activity: Tennis

Other Activities: Volleyball

Season Highlights: There were so many
[highlights] that it is hard to pick one out.
The whole volleyball experience was great
and right now I really love being on the tennis
team. I have had so many good times that I
can't pick out a specific highlight.

Best High School Memory: I've been here
only for a vear but it was the best year of my
life. I have so many memories I will never
forget but I think my best one was prom. 1
loved prom!

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Never
let the fear of losing keep you from plaving the game because if you don’t try, you can’t
WIIl.

Future Plans/Goal: I'll have two more years of “high school” in Germany, then I
plan on going to college and some time in the future I want to have a family.

Name: Ashley Vangen

Main Activity: Tennis

Other Activities: Speech, SODA, Art Club,
Science Club

Season Highlights: Playing tennis and
going to.two proms

Best High School Memory: When Mrs,
Shultz said, “That’s what she said.”

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
Dance as though no one is watching, Love as
though you've never been hurt, sing as though
10 OIe Can ill"llr :\-'ULI.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Go to
Kirkwood first year then possibly go to lowa
State for Graphic Design.

Name: Ben Cranny

Main Activity: Golf

Other Activities: NHS, FBLA, Slowpitch
softball

Season Highlights: Winning three
tournaments as a team, shooting 310 at
Monticello.

Best High School Memory: State golf
tournaments, football games, Joe’s house,
hanging out with friends, spring break trip to
Cancun, team dinners at Buffalo Wild Wings.
Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
“Make good choices.” -Dan Cranny

Future Plans/Goal: Go to the University of
Iowa and major in business.

Name: Kate Marshall

Main Activity: Take Charge
Other Activities: SODA, ATOMS
Best High School Memory: When
Mrs. Putnam called up Zach Putnam
for pie in the face and tripping in the
hallways.

Favoritie Quote or Advice to

Name: Bekah Rogers

Main Activity: Art

Other Activities: Music

Season Highlights: Having four mil-
lion snow days and not ahving to make
any of them up.

Best High School Memory: Probably
when Thorton and Thilges were gonna
have pizza with a couple of students for
luch and I had to call and place the order
so 1 had someone dial for me and they
diealed the office and I had no idea what
and they dialed the office and I had no
idea what to say

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: It’s better to be hated for who you are
than loved for who you're not.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Mostly to follow my heart and be happy. Probably
go to college and gets me an education!

Name: Shanaya Waterman

Main Activity: Nothing

Other Activities: Nothing

Season Highlights: Nothing : (

Best High School Memory: Getting
water spilt all over the floor in the foods
room and lan Miller slipped and I did after
him.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
Make sure your clothes are well put
together.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Go o
Kirkwood to either he a Vet Tech ora

Graphic Designer.

Name: Michael D'Hooge

Main Activity: Football, Track, Lifting
Other Activities: FBLA, SODA

Season Highlights: Going to sate in the
200 and 400 opens and the 4x400, being all
state in football, Drake

Best High School Memory: Going to
Florida and becoming an All-American,
having two track record 4x400 and open
200, hanging out with friends, fun times at
Delhi

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave:
Set your coals; then eliminate everything in
your life that keeps you from attaining that
goal.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Going to Iowa to play football and study business.

Leave: “That’s what she said.”
Future Plans/Goal in Life: College
and Grad School, Journalism

Name: Michael Chandler
Main Activity: Waiting to graduate
and just hanging loose with my buddies.
Other Activities: I used to play in the
band, I played basketball in Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, and I managed
for the Marion sophomore and varsity
boys basketball teams.
Season Highlights: Draining all of
those half-court shots during practices,
doing the half-court shooting contest at
the road games and draining it at West
Delaware after I had gone 0 for 4 at that
same place the previous year, when Jon
Hannah cashed 3 and Tope stole the next inbound and scored to give us the
lead at DeWitt. We didn’t win that game though.
Best High School Memory: The band/cheir trip to Disney World and St.
Augustine Beach, getting te share the glory of winning the WaMaC title by
helping to cut down the net after we beat DeWitt Central.
Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “A man is free not when he can do
what he wants but when he want to do what he ought.” -Matthew Henry
Future Plans/Goal: I plan on going to Kirkwood and then transferring to a
small private Christian college.

for a day
» Visit our campus for a personalized tour
« Meet professors and attend class

. ’faarmﬁr state-of-the-art learning environmaent

« Check out The W fitness and aguatics center with
everything from a climbing wall to a water slide

1-800-772-2085 :
www.Wartburg.edu/visit

- Wartburg
College

Waverly, lowa




11

SENIOR INTERVIEWS

May 21, 2008

Name: Morgan Steiert

Main Activity: Nothing

Best High School Memory: When Ms
Margretz got pied

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Live
life to the fullest and let nobody stand in your
way of fulfilling your dreams

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Go o
Kirkwood for two years then transfer to
University of lowa and get my doctoral degree
and become a clinical psychologist

Name: Courtney Bitner

Main Activity: Being Courtney..

Other Activities: Nothing..I'm lame like
that.

Season Highlights: Money math sitting with
Sarah Morris, Ali Holub, Chelsea Cimaglia,
and Trisha McNulty

Best High School Memory: The first day
I met Sandy Thielking and she told me, “I can
see us hanging out a lot!” Money math with all
of the above (season highlights)! Losing lots of
money.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Don’t
let yourself ever get bored. Live life to the fullest!

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Kirkwood for 2 years and get my AA in early child-
hood education. Then go to UNT to further in special education.

Fa

Name: Jessi Cook

Main Activity: -

Other Activities: Hanging out with my
friends and my boyfriend.
Season Highlights:
games.

Best High School Memory: All the dances
and meeting my best friends and my boyfriend
(Tony Begley!).

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Live
everyday like it’s your last.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Going to Kirk-
wood and working,

Going to football

Name: Elizabeth Schenk

Main Activity: None

Other Activities: None

Season Highlights: None

Best High School Memory: When Kristin
wanted to get kicked out of school so she lit a
cigarette in the hallway of the school and had
to put it out in the drinking fountain. (She only
got suspended.)

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Dream
Big.

Future Plans/Goal in Life:
graduating from college.

Kirkwood.

Name: Lauren Irish

Main Activity: Chillin’

Other Activities: Chillin’ some more
Season Highlights: Senior skip night at
Maggie’s

Best High School Memory: When Kristi,
Brittney and I walked in the rain with one um-
brella to kidnap Jacqueline,

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Don’t
worry be HAPPY!

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Going to Kirk-
wood and moving into an apartment with
Nichole G. June lIst.

Name: Zach Sindelar

Main Activity: Brennan, beating the Riz in
Halo 3, listening to Joe cry.

Other Activities: ...Living?

Season Highlights: Cheering on my team
from the stands (‘canse Owen is better.)

Best High School Memeory: Friday night
football!! Brennan’s every Friday night, puking
at Brennan'’s at one in the morning, G-ballin’-
then learning a lesson Brittney
{movies or walks), New Years Parties with Big
Dad, Halo parties at Brenn and Riley’s,
Mr, Semler, team breakras: nner (BK
and B-Dubs), tailgating football, leading the
terrible student section in baseketball, The
Play Station, State Basketball, Adventureland trip and the Nike Store, prank calls,
SexyBack, Youtube, Playin’ ball.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Never let the fear of losing keep vou from
playing the game because if you don’t try, you can’t win.

Future Plans/Goal: To go to UNI and start a family.

WL

Name: Rachel A. Smith

Main Activity: Hanging out with friends.
Other Activities: Working at Tomaso’s and the
Indian Creek Country Club. Running and walk-
ing my puppy!

Season Highlighis: Going to football games
and doing the most random things after!

Best High School Memory: Going on Adven-
tures in the Dina Ride, going boating with Chels
and Jac, getting in trouble then sneaking up to
Jac’s window, going down the stairs in clothes
baskets and breaking them all with Chels, having
sleepovers on the trampoline with Ali and wak-
ing up soaked, working with BFF, Chels, going to
haunted houses every year. going to North Caro-
lina with Kyle, bonfire at Ryan Clark’s sophomore year! Drivers Ed when Ali went the
wrong way on a one way and Chelsea stopped at a green light.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: “Believe in yourself an you will go far... High
School goes way too fast to worry about the small things and have fun and be yourself!”
Future Plans/Goal in Life: Go to Kirkwood for business or social work and hopefully
tansfer to Mount Mercy.

Name: Kyle Falco

Main Activity: Hanging out with friends
Other Activities: Disc Golf, Soccer, Halo 3,
FTA4

Season Highlights: -

Best High School Memory: Watching Scott,
Cooper, Travis, and Tyler getting caught on
the bleachers during a flood, Cooper was sing-

ing Kumbyay and wanted to kiss the firefighter.

Staying up really late and starting fires in Tyler’s

garage with a lot of gasoline. And getting locked

in ‘lyler’s closet spray painting. Riding my mo-

ped to school! Watching Scott Carter swat kick
in Tyler’s front door. Shooting potato launcher

across the golf course.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Rastafari is not a culture, it’s a reality.

Future Plans/Goal in Life: Go to Kirkwood!

Name: Cameron Clinton

Main Activity: Coming to school

Other Activities: Working at HyVee

Season Highlights: BT House

Best High School Memory: Building the BT
house and looking at it now realizing that we did
that.

Favorite Quote or Advice to Leave: Take
what you get and make the most of it.

Future Plans/Goal: Have a family and have a
very good job.

Think you
nught be
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Recent steroid scandals taint

Have all the rumors of
steroids changed your
opinion of professional
sports players?

Despite constant rumors
about MLB players
doping, a surprising rise
in ballpark revenue and
popularity is happening.

By: Jordan Garretson
[Co-Exucutive Editor]

As ballparks around the country
are finally filled up to watch ac-
tual baseball games, the marathon
of what seemed to be a never-end-
ing steroid discussion has finally
slowed down. But make no mistake

about it, the dark cloud «y q4aagn't matter if they've taken steroids in
my point of veiw. As long as they fess up to
ally? How does the steroid taking steroids after they’'ve been convicted....|
scandal affect the way the have more respect for Jason Giambi and Andy
Pettite than | ever have. | veiw thm the same
~as other players, but lose my respect because
looking - ot {hem cheating.”

continues to hang around
the game. Or does it re-

fans view the game and its
players?

Based upon
solely at the nmumbers, it
doesn’t appear that the
game has taken quite as big
of a hit as you might have thought.
Last year the league brought in a
record $6 billion in revenue. This
compares to just $1.3 billionin 1995,
more than a half decade before the
steroids scandal began to surface
into the spotlight. And even as re-
cently as 2003, the year of the raid
on BALCO, which has proved to be
one of the main spark plugs behind
the steroid controversy, it was just
$3.9 billion. Joe Morgan, hall of
fame 2" baseman and current color
commentator for ESPN’s Sunday
Night Baseball, weighs in on the is-

sue with strong opinions.

“Steroids became a bigger issue
every year, but attendance keeps
going up,” Morgan said in January
at the 3lst annual Old Dominion
University baseball clinic. “What
that tells you is that it’s not as big of
an issuc with the fans as some people
think it should be.” Morgan thinks
that the attention that baseball gets
as opposed to other sports is some-
times unwarranted and even unfair.
“Steroids have been more prevalent
in football than baseball,” Morgan
explained, “but the spotlight is al-
ways directed at baseball.”

-Patrick Lala, senior

Despite the increased revenues
and attendances around the ma-
jors, the fans aren’t naive about the
use of steroids in baseball, either.
According to a New York Times poll,
seven in 10 fans think that at least a
quarter of MLB players use steroids
to improve their performance. The
poll also says that one out of every
three fans believe at least half of ma-
jor league players use performance-
enhancing drugs. Nonetheless, it is
expected that this year’s attendance
numbers will surpass last year’s re-
cord total of 79.5 million fans.

So how does the issue affect the

in on the issue. They shared very
similar thoughts.

young fans today? Marion seniors as
well as baseball players and fans, B,]J.
Fish and Patrick Lala, both weighed

“I have watched less baseball
than I ever have since the scandal
has started, but I don’t think it’s due
to steroids in baseball. I still love the
game and I always will. T'll always
respect the game too, no matter
how many pills or syringes enter the
game,” Patrick offered regarding
his view of baseball. B] essentially
agreed, saying, “It has no affected
my fanship at all, if you're a true
baseball fan you can look
past it and see the game as
it is.” However their opin-
ions on the players dif-
fered slightly.

“Tt doesn’t really matter
if they’ve taken steroids in
my point of view. As long
as they fess up to taking
steroids after they've been
convicted. For example, 1
have more respect for Jason Giambi
and Andy Pettitte than I ever have,”
Patrick explained. “I view [the play-
ers that took steroids] the same as
other players, but lose my respect
because of cheating,” BJ said.

So while some players may make
and continue to make question-
able decisions regarding steroids
and other performance=enhancing
drugs, it seems the fans will keep
coming. If not for anything but just
the love of the game, as a line from
Field of Dreams once said, “They will
come, Ray. They will most definite-
ly come.”

baseball |

“The rumors of many pro ath-
letes have changed my opinon,
because the use of steroids is
cheating. | repect the athletes
less if | find out that they have
used sterioids.”

-Maggie Murphy,
sophomore

“All of the steroid rumors
haven't changed my opinion of
the the athletes themselves.

| think very highly of Jason
Giambi for being honest about
the steroid use.”

-Betsy Ryan, junior

“The steroid rumors haven't
changed my opinion of pro
athletes because these players
are still amazing athletes. Not
the average person can hit a
95 mph fastball thrown at them
or dunk on a person that's 7

ft. tall. They're still really good
athletes.”

-James Solder, junior

Generation Violent

By: Tabitha Scott
[Feature Editor]

As many may be able to see, the
increase in violence among young
kids has gone up drastically. All
anyone has to do anymore is turn
on the news and they hear about a
third grade class plotting to kill their
teacher, or a couple seven year olds
running around with pocket knives
and pointing them at other peocple.
Hearing this can be shocking, and it
causes many people to wonder why
America’s youth have become this
way. The answer to that can be found
in a few different things.

The first is simple: video games.
Although many teenagers will deny
it, the violence in videogames has
reached high levels, from Call Of
Duty, Halo, and the new Grand Thett
Auto 4. These games promote noth-
ing but violence, and killing others
for fun. With all the new gaming sys-
tems coming out, younger kids can’t
wait to get their hands on them and
start playing all of them. The prob-
lem with this is they think it’s not that
bad and that it’s okay to do since their
parents allow them to play whatever
game they want. As teens, it’s easy to
know the difference of videogames
and reality, but the vounger the kids
are, the less they really know.

Another factor that plays into vio-
lence among kids is the influences
they have in their lives. It can be par-

ents, grandparents, or older siblings.
Ifit’s older siblings, they tend to pick
up traits and learn from them so they
can be just like that older sibling. If a
young child hears their older brother
or sister say something mean or see
them being aggressive or violent,
they are going to do the exact same
thing. The same goes with watching
their parents. The younger a child is,
the more room they have for learning
and growing. So what a child may
learn at that age will form them into
who they become as they get older.

With all of these opportunities for
kids to see violence, they also see it
on the news with the ongoing war in
Iraq. It's broadcasted on television,
on the radio, and on the internet,
Violence is in everything, and the
youngest generation in America has
to grow up in all of it. With making
it all so public, a person of any age
can see these things and use them as
examples on how to act.

With that given, it makes perfect
sense for a child to act violently. All
they need is to be around it for a day,
and they will do exactly what they
see. The only way to change this is
basically up to what a parent allows
their child to be around it. They can
decide how much they want their
child to be around, But in this time
period, with everything being ac-
ceptable more and more each day,
that is casier said than done.

Pope Benedict visits United States

By: Chelsey Banes
[Co-Executive Editor]

Recently Pope Benedict XVI has made
his way to the United States but many
people don’t know what the Pope actually
does. For instance did you know that the
word Pope comes from the Greek word
“papas” meaning father. Therefore leading
to the Pope being the head or “father” of
the Catholic church. The Pope is the spiri-
tual leader of the Roman Catholic Church
as well as the head of Vatican City. Pope
Benedict (the 256™ pope) was elected on
April 19%, 2005 and will remain the pope
till his death.

Although the Pope is very spiritual it
could have never been assumed that he
was forced to be apart of the Nazi party
during WWII while he was growing up.
Leading to the perception that he would
be a very strict enforcer, looked at as
“God’s rottweiler,” but instead has turned
out to be very soft and laid back. He’s very
laid back which might have to do with him
being the oldest cardinal to become Pope
at 78, since Clement X1l in 1730.

What exactly was the Pope doing here
in the United States then and why does
this all matter? As leader of the Roman
Catholic Church, the Pope mostly met
with Catholics while in the United States.
He held masses in stadiums such as the
Yankee Stadium. Pope Benedict XVI also
held a mass when he visited ground zero,
as well as meeting with the president and
his family at the White House. He met

with thousand of young Catholics in hope
of guiding them the right way.

Not only was the Pope here for Catholic
masses, he spent his 81st birthday at the
White House. President George W. Bush
had quite a surprise waiting for Pope
Benedict XVI. Pope Benedict was greeted
with over 9,000 excited guests and a 21-
gun salute. The Pope even got an emotion-
al welcome from the President himself.

Although the Pope visiting America
might not affect you first hand it is defi-
nitely something to be aware of. Especially
because over 61,000,000 Americans are
baptized Catholic in the United States.

Facts About the Papacy

-Pope Benedict XVI is the 256
pope of the catholic church.

-His given name is Joseph Alois
Ratzinger and is currently 81
years old.

-The pope lives in Vatican City,
which is a city state completely
surrounded by the city of Rome,
ltaly.

-The pope is elected by a college
of Cardinals (high ranking church
leaders) and remains in this posi-
tion until death or resignaiton.
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Ready for the future, sad to leave the past

By: Jordan Garretson
(Co-Executive Editor)

Some seniors miss high school more
than they’re looking forward to college.
And for some it’s the complete opposite
and they can’t wait to get out of their high
school, However, for Tabitha Scott, her
feelings strike the perfect
balance and rest right in
between the two.

For example, Tabitha
definitely has a couple
things she’s NOT go-
ing to miss about high
school, such as “Getting
Tabitha Scott,  things thrown at me in
senior Journalism and getting

g

up so early,” in her words. At the same
time, of course, she has things she will
miss about Marion. “I’m going to miss the
people that I got to see everyday and hav-
ing a routine that T was used to and com-
fortable with,” Tabitha stated.

As sad as it sounds, Tabitha will in-
deed have a lot of people to miss, having
been involved in so many activities, such
as football and basketball cheerleading,
soccer, FCA, journalism, and NHS just to
name a few. Journalism was able to provide
Tabitha with many fun moments that she
will be able to look back on and cherish.
“My best high school memory was any day
in journo!” Tabitha exclaimed. Most end up
feeling as if the journalism class was a fam-

ily of sorts, and for Tabitha it’s no different.
“My favorite part of Journalism would be
how close we all are,” she explained.

But fortunately it’s not all just sad good-
byes for Tabitha, who won’t be too far from
home in the fall when she will be attending
the University of Iowa, which she is very
excited about. “I'm looking forward to
meeting new people and moving on with
life,”” Tabitha said.

Nonetheless, Tabitha will have to adjust
to a new set of surroundings just like the
rest of the graduating seniors. The new
scenery of the lowa Campus and the rest
of Iowa City will be the first time she’s
had such a change since Kindergarten,
when she made the short but still signifi-

cant move from Cedar Rapids to Marion.
From there she has pursued her education
under the Marion Independent School
District (starting at Emerson Elementary)
ever since then, and all the way up until her
graduation here at Marion High School.

If things go as Tabitha plans for them
to, graduation might not turn out to be the
last time she ever steps foot in a school.
“I plan on majoring in elementary educa-
tion, 1 work well with kids and I like being
around them, they’re fun to be around,”
Tabitha explained. Until then we congratu-
late Tabitha on a great four years at MHS
and wish her good luck with furthering her
cducation next year at lowa.

Mr. Vox moves on

Excelling leadership

By: Brittney Railsback [Yearbook Editor]

Rachel Smith is our student
body president, NHS officer,
editor of The Quill, and is ac-
tive within the cross country
and track teams as reigning
team captain. It is not hard to
see that Rachel would like to be
remembered as a leader.

From her first semester at
MHS she was destined for suc-
cess, starting with being able to
be a part of the Cross Country
State Championship team and
advancing her career to place
6th individually her junior
season. And
though  she
is all about
athletics, she
loves be-
ing with her
friends, too.
“l loved se-

Rachel N. ;
Smith, senior  nior prom! It

was so good
to be with all

my friends one last time!” com-
mented Rachel.

In the classroom, Rachel
undoubtedly excels. She plans
to attend Simpson College in
Indianola, lowa, where she
plans to major in pre-med, but
has played with the idea of tak-
ing on journalism or teaching
as her career. With these future
aspirations Rachel has been able
to set goals for herself and it has
done her well. For her time at
MHS, she’s been at the top of
her class and with all this hard
wotk has even been given an
honor of speaking at the 2008
graduation ceremony.

“Journalism is probably one

of the funniest classes I took in
high school. It was great when
we finally got the 2006-2007
yearbook so the boys could stop
chanting, ‘we want yearbooks’
at the football games,” laughed
Rachel. With the yearbook, she
loves designing everything and
working with the Journalism
class to get their opinions on
what would best fit our student
body.

Thinking back on the year
in Journalism, Rachel fondly
remembers pig soccer and cat
baseball, cooking bacon, and
Pat Tiernan reading girl maga-
zines, but sneaking out to get
Tropi with Nicole Pratt, Tabitha
Scott, and Pat (his first time)
and having Pat freak out when
Jordan Garretson called.

But with all this fun, there is
one thing that has kept Rachel
motivated, she doesnt like
disappointing people. Which
could explain while at yearbook
camp, she banged on tables and
cheered along with everyone
else. “It was fun being loud
and crazy for the day,” shared
Rachel.

She has proved to be a very
charismatic and positive per-
son, These traits have set her
apart and put her in a very good
position heading into college.

Rachel has been a preat
friend, student, leader, athlete,
and journalist while here at
Marion. She has stuck by her
friends and her decisions and
has put forth a lot of effort in
athletics and academics for the
past four years at Marion High.

By: Rachel N. Smith
(Yearbook Editor)

Everyone has a different
name for Jordan Garretson,
To the employees of The Play
Station, he’s known as GKO,
The ladies call him Garebear.
And to 80% of the population
of MHS he’s known as Gary.
Along with having the ralent
of collecting an assortment of
over 60 different nicknames,
Jordan also has an enormous
gift for writing.

Since his sophomore year,
Jordan has been writing vety
thoughtful and enterraining
storics for the Vox. Many read-
ers enjoy Jordan’s stories and see
that he is a very talented writ-

r. . “Whatever topic [Jordan]
writes about, he immerses him-

1
e

self in that topic to provid
best and most entertaining sto-
ry passible,” recalls Mrs. Eicher
of Jordan’s writing. Jordan has
recognized his talent and plans
on refining it at the University
of lowa next year where he will
major in Journalism and Mass
Communications.

Jordan has always had an
interest for writing. When
asked why he joined journal-
ism, Jordan responded, “I
wanted to take a step forward
and see how much I enjoyed it,
because writing was an inter-
est of mine. It’s definitely paid
off!” Making the decision to
become a member of the jour-
nalism class has helped Jordan
discover whar his passion in life

“[Journalism] has allowed
me to become more versatile as
a writer because I've gotten the

chance to cover a wide variety
of topics.” Jordan has truly cov-
ered a large amount of different
topics in the last three years. He
has written stories over world
cvents, student life, and sport-
ing events.

Jordan covers almost all the
different genres of writing, but
his true passion lies with sports.
Jordan loves to cover any and
all sports events, whether it’s a
snippet covering the outcome
of a team’s last game, or an in-
terview with an all-star athlete.
“My passion for sports inspires
me. I try my
best to share
my  passion
for this with
other people
through my
writing,” ex-
plains Jordan.
It 1s Jordan’s
passion that
makes his
stories  jump
off the pages of the Vox and
make them so entertaining to
the readers that they are always
begging for more.

Whether  he’s  writing
about sports, news, or school,
Jordan’s stories definitely make
an impact on their readers. For
the past three years, Jordans
passion for writing has been
very evident in the Vox. There’s
no doubt that his future in
the world of Journalism and
Mass Communications will be
a bright and successful one.
Thank you Jordan for all of
your years of entertainment, we
all wish you good luck in the
years to come.

Friendships build sucessful future to Iowa State

By: Tabitha Scott
(Feature Editor)

The last four years have quickly come
and gone. Now all that’s left are memo-
ries, and for one senior here at Marion,
there seems to be many. Senior Brittney
Railsback has had the opportunity to be
involved in much more than many could
have managed, and she
loved every minute of it
all. “Being involved in
so many different things
and meeting so many
people was the best part

of high school,” shares

Brittney. And when

Brittney :
Railsback, senipr  she says many things,

she isn't lying. Brittney is active in basket-
ball and competition cheerleading, she’s
a yearbook editor in journalism, the vice-
president of her class, member of National
Honor Society, and a part of many other
MHS organizations.

Looking back, there wasn’t much that
Brittney didn’t like about Marion. “I think
that the worst part about high school
would be how pcople assume that if your
friends do something, you automatically
do it too,” says Brittney, “besides the peo-
ple that think like that, high school was a
great experience!” During her high school
experience, Brittney has set her goals high
and accomplished a lot. In the Journalism
room, she's one of two editors to the Quill,

Marion’s vearbook. “My favorite part about
being editor is getting the final say in ev-
erything and making Rachel mad,” jokes
Brittney, “but when it comes down to just
being in Journalism, I love the closeness
we have, and the friendships I've made
ovet the years.”

Friendships. That’s probably the hardest
thing about leaving high school. Knowing
all these people for so long and then just
not being able to see them anymore.

“I"ll miss the crazy journo days in the
classroom, and causing havoc with all
my friends the most,” says Brittney, “but
I think about where I'll be in five or ten
years, and | know that everything I've gone
through and the people I’'ve met in high

school will make me more successful in my
future.”

Brittney plans on attending lowa State
University in the fall, where she is go-
ing to major in Journalism and Mass
Communications, and Political Science.
When asked about being remembered af-
ter graduation, Brittney smiled and said,
“I'm sure I'm always going to be remem-
bered for giving my opinion, even when
it wasn’t wanted.” And with that, Brittney
leaves with this last piece of advice, “Even
though people may not agree with what
you choose, its your choice, be confident.
Give whatever you do your all, be positive,
outgoing, and laugh until you cry- live ev-
eryday like its your last!”
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'Mr. Bates gives his own godbye to HS

After teaching for over 37 years, one of Marion's most well-
known teachers says goodbye and moves on to his retirement.

By: Jim Bates [MHS English Teacher]

At end of 1ay first year of teaching, I was sitting in the
auditorium during a teacher recognition program as the dis-
trict honored its teachers. A few of the veteran teachers were
getting their 30 or 35 year awards, and I was amazed that
anyone could last that long. T can remember wondering if
they still like kids and enjoyed teaching after so many years.
Now looking back after 37 years, I see how it happens, and
I am astonished at how fast those years flew by. Yes, I sull
enjoy kids, and I still enjoy teaching. In my resignation letter
to the superintendent and board of education, I wrote...

I have had 37 wonderful years with this district. When
I was hired as a first year teacher, the students, faculty, and
administration treated me so well. And I can stll say that
today....I am proud to have been part of the MISD teach-
ing family since 1971. Over the years, I have worked with
great board members and adminisirators, taught with ex-
ceptional teachers, had class after class of terrific students,
and worked with numerous talented athletes. T never went
into education to become rich, but teaching at Marion High
School has given me more than [ could have ever warnited.
The memories I have of those past 37 years will stay with me
forever.. Wherever I end up and whatever I end up domng,
my heart will always be at Marion High School.”

Hired by Lowell Morgan
to teach sophomore writing
in a six-period day, I usually

“Looking back
after 37 years,

| see how it
happens, and |
am astonished
at how fast those

taught five classes of sopho-
more, 28-30 students in each
class. The first year is very
crucial to a beginning teacher,

years flew by” and those kids were so good to
me. I KNOW I learned more
-Mr. Bates than they did that year.

I graduated from UNI in
1971 with a BA in English
Education and a minor in Art, and then in 1977, I received
my Masters Degree from Truman State University. During
my senior year at UNT, 1 signed a contract with the Mari-
on Independent School District and have tanght here ever
since. This will be my 37* and final year of teaching. Dur-
ing those years, I've taught 9* through 12* grades, mainly
writing and literature. [ have always had all the sophomores
for the writing & literature section of their year. There 1s
something special about sophomores; they re young and en-
thusiastic, but just becoming adults. By the way, I taught 7o
Kill A Mockingbird every year, and I still love it just as much as
1 did the first time I read it when [ was a sophomore. Talso
coached football and wrestling until 1996. I'm the “lame
duck” National Honor Society Advisor and English Depart-
ment Chair.

As I mentioned previously, when I was hired as an Eng-
lish teacher, I had no extra-curricular assignments, a fact
that seems almost unfathomable today, but MISD was look-
ing for someone to teach sophomores to write. I was glad
to do it. After a couple of years, I was offered the position
of wrestling coach, along with my classroom assignment,
of course. The next year, a coaching position opened up in

football. This was a great opportunity: I love football. And
so my career as English teacher who also happened to coach
football and wrestling was a reality. What I soon discovered
was that some of my colleagues looked at me differently; a
few actually stopped talking to me. It was as if | had gone
over to the Darkside. Actually, I was very proud of being
a coach, but, sadly, that title of Coach often put up a wall
between me and some teachers who don't coach (especially
ones I work with in the summer writing projects). When one
of my colleagues learned that I had been a coach, he stated,
“Tell me it ain’t so!” which was the reason I wrote the fol-
lowing poem:

Ex-Coach Bates

The memories of take-downs and reversals
trap blocking and linebacker blitzes

still linger like a favorite old tune

that I catch myself whisthng

on leng walks alone.

My down-time refuge is now Panera Bread,
a good cup of hazelmut coffee

squeezed between English Fournal

and Golf magazine.

But T'll tell you this:
It was always about love,
of poets and writers...
words creating brilliant images and dreams

and about wrestlers and receivers, too,

perfect passes,

crucial pins. ..

Yet most of all,
it was about connecting with the kid
on or off the field.

One course that I taught from 1974 to 1996 was Creative
Writing. 1 think it was one of my favorite classes becanse it
gave me an opportunity to work with students one-on-one,
where they were writing about topics of their choice and us-
ing a variety of genres. I learned to trust the students, and I
learned to trust the process, which definitely made my prin-
cipals nervous because my students could be off working in
the computer lab, in the library, in the student lounge, or
sitting in my room. Many fantastic pieces of writing came
out of those seniors. And it was from the Creative Writing
classes that our literary magazine, Creattve Ink, was born. It
began as Creative Witting, Inc., then changed to The Wooden
Indian, and finally to Creative Ink, the outstanding literary
magazine that Mr. Ferguson has perfected. T think it was
because of Creative Writing that I painted these words on
my wall in room 26...

“Words are just words until the writer gives them hife.”
accompanying a drawing of a hand holding a pen, created
by John Foster.

The other course that gave me an opportunity to work

A timeline and history of Mr. Bates

In 1974, Mr. Bates
started coaching
wrestling.

Mr. Bates
graduated from
UNI in 1971.

In that same year, he
started teaching at

The very next year,
1975, he started
coaching football.

Marion High School.

In 1983, Mr. Bates
started the writing
group Creative Ink.

Mr. Bates has been teaching at Marion for 37 years, and
has decided to make this year his last and retire.

with students in different format was Field Biology. Dick
Sloan and I worked it out so we could team-teach the course,
giving students credit in science and English. Mr. Sloan
began the class inl1978, and then we got together in 1990
to 2001, During those 11 years, our students learned more
about their environment, their community, and themsclves
through field work, lab work, and writing. I think that’s why
the following poem (and tree) also ended up onmy wall. ..

We work so hard

to have it all...
sometimes failing to see
what we're doing,
where we're headed,
and why we’ve become
aliens in our own world.,
Somewhere

in the cycle

of things,

there does exist

a way to live

in the shade

of trees...

and not just

consume them.

T was once asked what changes I would make in educa-
tion if I could, and I think there are three main things I
would do if T had the power: First, I'd mandate that writing
classes have 15-18 students per class. If the class s too small
or oo big, you don’t get as much done. Second, I'd supply
laptops to each student, without Internet access. Students
need to learn to compose at the keyboard, but the Internct is
a distraction and a temptation to "borrow” from others, in-
stead of wrestle with the challenge of composing. And third,
I'd require that all classrooms be twice the size, with both
desks and tables, a reliable copy machine, and a top-of-the-
line printer, preferably color. Maybe someday I'll read in the
paper that you got those things.

Like I said before, teaching at Marion High School has
given me more than I could have ever wanted, and the mem-
ories I have of those past 37 years will stay with me forever.
Sowherever I end up and whatever I end up doing, my heart
will always be at Marion High School.

Mr. Bates will retire
at the end of the
2007-'08 school year.

In 1990, Mr. Bates took
over the Joseph Biggs
chapter of the National
Honor Society.
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Going out strong; A.D.
leaves MHS for family

Goettsch retires to seek warmer climate and spend time with family

By: Tabitha Scott [Features Editor]

As many of you may know, Hans Goettsch,
the Athletic Director here at Marion High
School, has decided to leave the Marion district
and retire. Mr. Goettsch has been the Athletic
Director at Marion for the last four years, His
decision to leave was primarily based on his
readiness to retire. When
asked about his future
plans and retirement, Mr.
Goettsch simply stated, “1
don’t know what I'm go-
ing to do. | have children
in different places and I'll
probably go visit them a
lot and travel. I'm pretty
much going to do what-
ever | want.”

Looking back, Mr. Goettsch has been work-
ing as an Athletic Director and as a teacher for
almost thirty years in different places. He taught
and coached at Fort Dodge for twenty years. He

Hans Geotich works on some documents in his
office. This is Mr. Geottch’s last year at Marion
High School.

WW "\’\r’ chadPho : wm‘aph_ _

“I don’t know what I'm going to do.
I have children in different places
and I'll probably go visit them a lot
and travel. I'm pretty much going
to do whatever | want.”

-Mr. Geottsch

coached tenms, golf, wrestling, and track. He
also coached cross-country, in which he earned
state titles in as the head coach. After leaving
there, he moved to Charles City for four years as
an Athletic Director, and then came here to the
Marion School Dhstrict.

When Mr. Goettsch first became an AD
there was only five sports; football, wrestling,
boy’s track, boy's bas-
ketball, and baseball.
Now, there are over
twenty different kinds
of sports for both
males and females.
This makes the job of
an athletic director a
bit more stressful. “I
have all these different
sports that [ have to
organize, and then on top of those I have band
and chair, and many other organizations that I
have to deal with,” shares Mr. Goettsch, “they
can all add up to be alot.”

In Mr. Goettsch's place, Mr. Laube will be
taking over as the new jLlhlr*tir Director. Mr.
Laube was has been the boy’s head basketball
coach at Marion for the past nine years, and
before that he was the assistant girl’s basketball
coach for two years. He has also been teaching
for the last eleven years at MHS. “I'm going
to miss coaching a lot,” shares Laube, “the
relationships with the players, and the everyday
teaching of the game and competiton.”

Many may wonder, with the feelings he
expressed about coaching and his tea “h'n’r
career, why would he decide to take a new job
as an A.D : hind
“It was an exciting new challenge and I have
strong feelings for Marion High School and its

and leave everything else be

activities.” says Mr. Laube. He has. and alwavs
will care about Marion and the communaty. “1
plan to continue moving Marion in a positive
direction through hardwork, unselfishness, and
character,” adds Laube.

As we say good-bye to Mr. Goettsch, we
welcome Mr Laube at the same time, as he will
surely have some big shoes to fill. Mr Goettsch
didn’t have alot to say, but he did leave a few
words, “Good hick next year Laube,
get any casier.” With that, Mr. Goettsch is
thanked for all he has done here at Marion, and
wished the best in his retirement
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McCarron reanacts the history

By: Sam Rinehart [Staff Writer]

Some people enjoy playing sports.
singing, or sleeping, while senior
Branden McCarron is in to something
totally difterent. Brandon enjoys being
involved in Civil War reenactments.

“A typical battle scene is a lot of
smoke, with loud noises loud enough
to shake the ground, generals niding
around on their horses and someone
18 hired to be Abe Lincoln,” recalled
Brandon. “I even change my watch
from my everyday watch to a pocket
clock,” he explained.

Many teenagers are interested
in wars, but haven't heard of war
reenactments. Branden was lucky
enough to have front row seatsto
these eveniis. I was about four or five
when [ learned about them first. My
dad’s house is right across the street
from the Mam Square in Keokuk
where thev are scametimes held ”
Brandon remembered. His interest
in war reenactments exploded from
there. “We had to dress up in eighil
grade and that’s when [ ki

warited to do this kind of thing
Brandon added

Noat only 1s the sh

sunfire redone, ba

rite part 1s hving

5 rey 1. “Myi=

history agam, an
they would, cocking over a fire, read-
ing a pocket watch, trying to keep
warm by the fire, every part is great.”
Brandon enthused. Brandon loves to
be a part of history, but the reenact-
ments only come around every so
often. “They are held at Usher’s Ferry
and Keokuk, but the last one was two

g everything

yvears ago.” said Brandon

Brandon commented on his con-
tinual involvement, “Tt keeps me out
of trouble. If I'm at a reenactment. I'm
not doing anything else.” His reason-
ing is the best reason kids should get
involved in activities they emjoy.

Civil War reenactments aren’t
heard about everyday. People can
visit angelfire.
com to learn
more about
reenactments
and Brandon’s

squad.
Brandon has
proved that

tever your

, there ar Brandon
wsactivi- - MeCarron,
" senior
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